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The controversial star doesn’t like being told what to do. 


He’d go so far as to quit to stand up for his convictions. 


NE night back in Beaver Falls, Pa., when Joe Namath 

was a schoolboy, he wanted to play basketball with 
some other kids in the school gym so he broke a window 
and crawled through—even though the door was open. 

More than a few years have passed since then, but Joe 
Namath still lives his life unconventionally. 

Not that he ever needed encouragement to be 
different, but he got it, lots of it, from his first pro boss, 
Sonny Werblin. For example, when Namath signed his 
famous $427,000 contract with the Jets in January 1965, 
Werblin, then the team’s part-owner and president, said: 


Recently he defied Commissioner Pete Rozelle by 
threatening to quit football rather than sell his interest in 
Bachelors III, a busy bar on New York’s east side. The 
free-thinking Namath said it was a matter of principle. Yet, 
the fact remains, he was the only player in the history of 
the game to openly defy Rozelle. 

“This boy is Joe DiMaggio. He’s Gregory Peck, Clark 
Gable and Frank Sinatra. He has that little something extra. 
When he walks into a room, you know he’s there.” 

Lou Michaels knew Namath was there when he 
walked into a restaurant-bar in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., ona 
Sunday night last January, a week before the Super Bowl. 

“T said hello,” the Colts’ placekicker recalls, “‘and the 
first thing he says is that the Jets were going to kick the 
blankety-blank out of our team.” 

If Michaels was stunned, he shouldn’t have been. 
Because in the previous few days after the Jets had arrived 
at their camp in Fort Lauderdale to begin training for the 
Super Bowl game, the Jets’ brilliant quarterback had made 
a point of telling everyone how inferior a quarterback the 
Colts’ Earl Morrall was. 

Now it was true that for the first 12 years of his pro 
career, Morrall had done little to distinguish himself. But he 
had replaced the injured Johnny Unitas, led the Colts to 
their first NFL title since 1959 and been named the league’s 
player of the year. 

Still Namath said, “We’ve got four better 
quarterbacks in our league than Morrall. There’s John Hadl, 
Daryle Lamonica, Bob Griese and myself.” 

So there was Michaels, sitting with Namath and 
incredulous that anyone could even say “that the Jets were 
going to kick the blankety-blank” out of the Colts. 

The 195-pound Namath and the 250-pound Michaels 
continued to exchange remarks, each more heated than the 
one before, until Michaels’ fiery temper got the better of 
him and he invited Namath to step outside with him and 
settle the thing in the parking lot. 

“Tl knock your head off,” Michaels told the Jets’ 
brain. 

But teammates of both, who had listened to the 
whole exchange, calmed them down and a premature 
super-fight was averted. 

“T didn’t want to cause any trouble,” says Michaels, 
whose brother, Walt, coaches the Jets’ defense. ‘I knew 
that Walt would be mad if I knocked the head off the only 
guy who had any chance at all of beating us.” 

So instead of fighting each other, Michaels and 
Namath drank with each other—until the wee hours of the 
morning, (the curfew for both teams had been suspended 
for the night, giving the players one final fling before 
settling down to serious business). 


And when they were finished and it was time to go, 
Namath pulled out a roll of bills, peeled a $100 bill off the 
top and paid for the entire night’s fun. 

Michaels was flabbergasted. He was even more 
impressed when Namath drove him back to the Colts’ hotel, 

“I went away thinking he’s a gentleman,” Michaels 
says. “Underneath this guy, there’s a lot of good.” 

On the surface, though, there’s a lot of action, a lot 
of glamor—and certainly not least, a lot of good football. 

Like Babe Ruth in baseball, Namath has parlayed all 
of this into a glittering, controversial career. 

Without the Super Bowl upset, of course, Namath 
would have been just another fun-loving, night-living star 
athlete. But immediately after he directed the Jets to the 
16-7 triumph over Baltimore, he became No. 1—off the 
football field as well as on. 

For example, 10 days after the Jets became world 
champions, the first AFL Super Bowl victor, they were 
honored with a Day in New York City. 

A crowd of 5,000 turned out for ceremonies at City 


Top, Joe gives handoff to Boozer during Super Bowl game 
he predicted Jets would take. Below, hero is hailed by 
femme fans on return to N.Y. where champs got welcome. 


In complete control throughout, Joe turned in a remarkable job as 


Jets upset favored Balto Colts to annex the first world championship. 


Scrambling to elude hulking Carlton Oats of Oakland Raiders, Joe 
scans field for a receiver. He sparked the Jets to thrilling 27-23 win. 
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Hall and interrupted Mayor John Lindsay, chanting, 
‘Namath for Mayor.’ Many in the crowd were teen-age 
girls, screeching and screaming with the hysteria that used 
to surround the Beatles wherever they went. 

It was a different kind of girl, however, whom 
Namath surrounded in his hotel room in Fort Lauderdale 
the night before the Super Bowl. 

“I went out and got a bottle and grabbed this girl,” 
he says. ‘We had a good time the whole night.” 

Namath also had a good time the next day, 
completing 17 of 28 passes for 206 yeards and effectively 
frustrating the Colts’ potent defense that had shut out four 
teams in the previous 16 games, including Cleveland in the 
NFL title game. 

Two weeks earlier, he had experienced a similar 
situation. 

It was the night before the AFL championship game 
with Oakland in New York, he relates. “I wanted to get 
away from everything. So I went to the Bachelors Three 
(his East Side restaurant) and grabbed a girl and a bottle of 
Johnny Walker Red and went to the Summit Hotel.” 

When they awoke Sunday morning, Joe left his bed 
and his friend and went to Shea Stadium where he sparked 
the Jets to a 27-23 victory over the defending champion 
Raiders, 

When Namath isn’t Visiting hotel rooms for one-night 
stands, he resides in a two-bedroom penthouse in the 
Seventies on New York’s East Side. 

Costing between $400 and $500 a month and 
furnished for an additional $25,000, the apartment features 
a six-inch thick white Llama rug which covers the living and 
dining room wall-to-wall, an oval bed with .green satin 
sheets, green satin pillow cases and a green velvet spread 
and18-karat gold fixtures in the two bathrooms. 

There are also a cheetah-skin bench, Siberian snow 
leopard throw pillows, jungle cat print chair and drapes, 
white Italian marble foyer floor and a mirror-walled dining 
toom. 

During off-season, however, particularly the 
cold-weather part of it, Namath frequently flies to Miami 
where he stays at the exclusive Palm Bay Club in a $2,000 a 
month suite with a white leather bar. 

It was during one of his sojourns to the South, last 
April, that the boy from Beaver Falls encountered a 
policeman at four o’clock in the morning. 

Patrolman Raymond De Santis charged Namath with 
drunken driving, careless driving and driving without a 
license. The cop said the football star was driving his rented 
Cadillac convertible at 70 miles an hour on the 79th Street 
Causeway that links North Bay Village, a swinging strip 
with Miami Beach. 

De Santis quoted Namath as saying, “You know me. 
You know who I am.” He also used some stronger words. 

“Sure I cussed the cop out and I was wrong to do it, 
but I was sober,” Namath says. “I got mad when he refused 
to allow me the courtesy of going back to the Palm Bay 
Club to get my driver’s license. In Pennsylvania, they give a 
person 48 hours to do that. I could have done it in 10 
minutes,” 

The drunk driving charge later was dismissed when a 
breathalyzer test showed his alcoholic content was well 
below the minimum level for a person to be considered 
intoxicated. he also was cleared of driving without a license 
but was fined $50 for speeding. 

When he was arrested, three other persons were in the 
car, including a young lady. What was her name, someone 
later asked Namath. 

“Who knows?” he replied. 

But while joe might not know the names of all the 
young ladies he encounters, he knows all there is to know 


With Joe the name of the game is Place-the-Face as he 
refuses to identify pretty companion at Ft. Lauderdale 


about throwing a football and calling the plays that win a 
championship. 

For example, in last season’s opening game against 
Kansas City, the Jets were leading 20-19 with nearly six 
minutes left in the game, but they were at their own 
five-yard line with third down and11 yards to go for a first 
down. 

While the Chiefs envisioned getting the ball on a punt 
and marching in for the winning score, Namath hit Don 
Maynard with a 16-yard pass for a first down, and the Jets 
controlled the ball for the rest of the game. 

“J thought nobody in the world could do that to us,” 
said Hank Stram, the Chiefs’ coach. 

Five weeks later, after dropping two out of their 
previous three games for a 3-2 record, the Jets were trailing 
Houston 14-13 in the closing minutes. A loss very easily 
could have had a permanently damaging effect on their title 
chances. 

But Namath, remaining cool as always, completed 
four straight passes for 53 yards and moved the team 80 
yards in eight plays over-all for the winning score that came 
with 48 seconds left to play. 

What did it matter that Namath probably had been 
drinking regularly the week before either of those games or 
the week before most all of the games? 

The quarterback is frank in talking about the way he 
drinks, just as he was frank about his actions two years ago 
when, during training camp, he left the Jets’ quarters at 
Peekskill, N.Y., without permission one night and went into 
New York to try and work out some family problem. 

He would up in an East Side bar at 3:45 in the 
morning and became embroiled in a dispute with a 
sports-writer who later filed suit for assault against Namath, 
charging that the player and some friends, “highly 


intoxicated,” had beaten him up. 

Namath denied it but when he got back to camp he 
apologized to his teammates for his unauthorized 
departure. He also played in the Jets’ exhibition game the 
next day against Boston and passed the team to a 55-13 
victory. 

If Namath’s sort of drinking doesn’t hamper his 
effectiveness, he certainly isn’t going to be bothered by 
criticism of the type that followed him and his Fu Manchu 
mustache wherever they went last season. He wore the 
mustache for two months before shaving it off in December 
for a television commercial and $10,000. 

“J didn’t want to shave it off—I liked it,” he said. 
“But I was going to do it sooner or later, so I went ahead 
and did the commercial. I didn’t like what the league said 
about it. It’s none of their business if I have sideburns or a 
mustache. Who’s to say where long sideburns begin? And I 
wonder why, all of a sudden, hair became bad. The most 
perfect guy in the world had long hair and a beard.” 

People have come to expect candid talk from 
Namath—and candid action (such as his insistence on having 
champagne in the locker room after the AFL title game, 
even though league rules forbid it). 

There are still times, however, when Joe likes to put 
someone on, some poor unsuspecting fellow. 

Such as the time a couple seasons ago when the Jets 
lost to Houston 24-0 with the Oilers taking full advantage 
of four Namath passes they picked off. Afterward, in the 
locker room, a writer asked Namath to explain the cause of 
his bad game. 

With a straight face, Joe looked at the writer and said, 
“Broads and booze, what else?” 

No one, of course, would believe that today. 
Everyone knows very well that Joe Namath wins despite 
broads and booze. 


Despite being faced with busy drill schedule before Super 
Bowl Game, Joe happily signs autographs for Florida fans, 


LEROY KELLY: 


He Can't Get Away From — 


Being the Greatest Since- 
By Mike Rathet WITH THREE, 1,000 - YD. 


| eases KELLY is two inches shorter and 20 pounds 
lighter than Jimmy Brown. ; 

But there the resemblance begins. 

For Leroy Kelly not only has the same number of YEARS, LEROY S GAl NM 2 
letters in his name, but apparently the same number of j 
yards in his feet. 

While Brown continued his film career last year, Kelly ING ON J M MY B RO WwW N * 
continued to lay claim to the crown Brown abdicated after re — a —_ 
the 1965 season—the most consistently effective running , — 
back in pro football. 

Kelly did that with his third consecutive 1,000-yard 
year, joining an exclusive club that includes only two 

‘others—Brown and Jim Taylor. Brown put together seyen 
1,000-yard seasons; Taylor managed five, and now Kelly 
has become only the third player in National Foolball 
League history to exceed 1,000 yards three times. 

Significantly, Kelly did it in the only three seasons he 
has been used as a fulltime performer by the Cleveland 
Browns, or every year since Brown left Cleveland and went 
off to the movies to hug people like Raquel Welch rather 
than be hugged by people like Dick Butkus. 

In those three years, Kelly has rushed for 1,141 
yards, 1,205 yards and 1,239 yards, a record that bears 
favorable comparison with Brown’s. 

In nine seasons with Cleveland, Brown rushed for 
12,312 yards—and a 5.22 average. Kelly now has rushed for 
those 3,555 yards—and a 5.14 average—that brings the two 
as close as can be statistically. 

But the resemblance doesn’t end there. 

There also is a facial similarity between the two great 
stars of the Browns and a strange similarity in running 


On way to making 1,000 yard mark for his third straight 
year Kelly leaps over Hickerson for ground gaining run. 


Cards Don Drumm holds Leroy to short yardage on play 
; lad be but Kelly got through next one for 30 yards. The experts 
Le, Xs * say he doesn’t try to copy Brown and is faster than Jimmy. 


i styles that may account for the fact that the same crown 
fits so snugly on both heads. 

Few coaches make comparisons, so it is rare to find 
anything like the straightforward appraisal made by Dub 
Jones, then the Browns’ backfield coach, after Kelly’s first 
full season. 

“Kelly does so many things like Jim on the field,” 
Jones said at the time. “It’s just a plain fact that they both 
have the same qualities. Merely by him sitting there and 
looking at Jim for two years caused him to pick up a 
certain number of Jim’s traits. 

“They’re both explosive and quick. It’s hard to say 
anybody could start faster than Jim, yet Frank Ryan (the 
veteran quarterback who played with both) would have to 
tell you Leroy might take off just a wee bit faster. 

“Another thing about Leroy that’s similar to 
Jim—he’s very perceptive. He likes to get clear in his mind 
what he’s going to do. That’s the way Jim was. Jim planned 
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Upended Cornell Green vainly tries to stop Kelly's swing to 
right in Dallas-Browns tussle. Leroy flashed down-field on 
35-yard touchdown run that helped Cleveland to take game. 


ahead. So does Leroy.” 

Despite such comparisons, Kelly shakes his head. 

“I’m not trying to copy him,” he insists. “But I have 
watched many movies of him and maybe I’ve picked up 
some of his style. When Jim was here he did try to help 
me,” 

There are those who will tell you, however, that Kelly 
is trying to be another Brown, particularly his college coach 
at Morgan State, Earl Banks, who suggests that it may be a 
sub-conscious copying. 

“Leroy,” says Banks, “may have idolized Jim more 
than he realized.” 

And when Kelly is asked to talk about Brown and the 
words are formed they speak of a certain amount of 
idolatry. 

“I remember the first time I saw him,” says Kelly. 
“All of us rookies were waiting for him to show up when 
the veterans came to camp that first year. He came walking 
down the steps and he was wearing black bermudas and 
sandals, 

“He wasn’t even very friendly. He didn’t even talk to 
us. In fact, I guess it was more than a week before he did. 
Then, one day, a bunch of us rookies were sitting in a 
corner room at Hiram (where the Browns train) listening to 
records. 

“Jim came in and just sat around. Before you knew it 
we were all talking. We were friends from then on.” 

That was in the fall of 1964, and Kelly was lucky to 
be in pro football. Almost overlooked by the scouts, Kelly 
was recommended to the Baltimore Colts by Buddy Young, 
now in the Commissioner’s office. But the Colts had 
enough running backs so Young called the Browns. 

The Browns eventually selected Kelly as their eighth 
round draft choice, but it is more significant of how much a 
sleeper Kelly really was that he was completely bypassed in 
the American Football League at a time when the two 
leagues still were locked in their bitter war. 

In his first two seasons, Kelly did little more than sit 
and look at Brown, just as Jones pointed out. He actually 
rushed only 43 times in those two years and was used 
primarily on the special teams. But he realized he had to 
wait. 

“Sure, I wanted to play,” says Kelly, “but how was I 
going to move in over Jim Brown. He was the greatest there 
was and I was just happy to be on the squad. 


But as he sat and watched not only Brown but the 
rest of the running backs in the NFL, he became aware of a 
fact that built his confidence and undoubtedly left him a 
bit more reluctant to just sit. 

“When I was sitting on the bench,” Kelly recalls, “I 
used to compare myself to the backs that were starting 
around the league. I knew I was as good as most of them. 
But I just wanted to be one of the best backs in the league, 
not a superman like Jim Brown was.” 

Then, suddenly, in July, 1966, Kelly was at his 
parents’ home in Philadelphia when he heard the radio 
announcer tell about Brown’s plan for retirement so he 
could begin a movie career, 

Kelly couldn’t help being excited at first, but then he 
had second thoughts. 

“The more I thought about it,” he recalls, “the more 
I didn’t believe that Jim would stay out.” 

But Brown did stay out and Kelly stepped in. And he 
not only had his own personal feelings about his ability to 
rely on, but Brown’s own appraisal of the situation. 

“Gale Sayers is ready to take my place at the top,” 
Brown said. ‘“‘Kelly can do it with the Browns.” 

In those two sentences lay Kelly’s challenge, if you 
agree with those who indicate that he had a sub-conscious 
desire to follow in Brown’s footsteps for implicit in those 
two sentences was the fact that Sayers was more qualified 
to wear the crown than Kelly. 

And so Kelly went to work. He surpassed 1,000 yards 
in his rookie year and then, seeking what he felt was just 
recognition for his ability, staged a holdout with four other 
Browns prior to 1967. He never did sign, choosing instead 
to work for the Browns on an option-play out situation. 

Kelly had taken his big gamble. 

By announcing his intention to play out his option, 
Kelly played in 1967 for 10 percent less than he did in 
1966, gambling that he could force the Browns’ hands in 
contract talks if he could put another 1,000-yard season 
together, 

Kelly, of course, did just that and signed a four-year 
contract that reportedly is paying him in the $300,000 
neighborhood—a per year figure consistent with Brown’s 
top salary. It not only made Kelly financially secure and 
helped establish his reputation but lifted a mental load as 
well. 

“This is the first year,” said Kelly during the 1968 
season in which he led the Browns to the Eastern Division 
championship, “I haven’t had anything on my mind but 
football. The first two years I was worried because I wasn’t 
playing. In 1966 I was worried about doing my job. In 
1967 I was playing out my option.” 

And so Kelly put together his best season, not only 
gaining more yards than he ever had before, but more 
valuable yards than ever before as he set a personal high by 
scoring 16 touchdowns rushing and adding another four 
pass receiving. 

And the same philosophy that permeated the Browns 
when Jimmy Brown was there permeated the Browns with 
Kelly there. 

“We think,” said Nick Skorich, the team’s offensive 
coach, “that if Kelly runs the ball 20 times he’ll break a 
long one sooner or later. We also feel if we give him the ball 
20 times he’ll give us back 100 yards.” 

And while Head Coach Blanton Collier still avoids 
that comparison every one is waiting for maybe he tipped 
his hand last season when he said without qualification: 

“Brown used to say that anyone could run outside, 
but it took a great one to run inside. 

“Kelly can do that.” 
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Ray Nitschke 


T IS A strange paradox of Vince 

Lombardi’s life that his hold on the 
men who played for him is strong that 
while the Packers couldn’t win with 
him at Green Bay last year they may 
be able to win with him at Washington 
this year. 

Undoubtedly it would be naive to 
suggest that Lombardi did Green Bay a 
favor by moving to Washington, but it 
is certainly ironic that in making the 
disputed move he may very well have 
lived up to what he said some three 
months before his leave-taking: 

“Pll always be loyal to Green Bay. 
But I don’t have to be in Green Bay to 
be loyal.” 

For all evidence, including 
Lombardi himself, points to the fact 
that the Packers can bounce back this 
year—for the very simple reason that 
Lombardi won’t be there to cast his 
giant shadow over the proceedings. 

If that seems odd, consider the 
facts. 

When, following the 1967 season, a 
fifth NFL championship and a second 
straight Super Bowl victory, Lombardi 
decided to relinquish the coaching 
reins and maintain only his title as 
general manager, he tapped the man he 
had groomed to eventually succeed 
him—Phil Bengtson. 

Lombardi had so dominated the 
scene that few knew Bengtson, his 
abilities, his attitudes, even the spelling 
of his name—the Packer press guide 
transposed the T and the S in his last 
name. 

Where Lombardi was gruff, 
Bengtson was mild—the contrast so 
great that veteran linebacker Dave 
Robinson put it this way: 

“Phil Bengtson is the type coach 
you’d cut your right arm of for. Vince 
Lombardi is the type coach who 
would cut your arm off and give it to 
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Can the Old Men of - 


THE LOCKER ROOM SCUTTLE - 
BUTT SAYS THEY’LL DO IT. 


i 


Donny Anderson 


you.” 

This was the same Bengtson who 
was charged with the impossible task 
of stepping in and matching 
Lombardi’s unbroken string of 
successes and, by the usual measuring 
stick, failed. 

For the Packers failed to 
successfully defend their NFL title, 
even their Western Division title, 
falling as a matter of fact into third 
place in the four-team Central Division 
with a 6-7-1 record—the only losing 
record in the decade Lombardi was at 
Green Bay. 

Why? 

Many suggestions have been offered 
for the Packers’ failures last 
year—advancing age, too many 
injuries, pocketbooks that had been 
filled by so many championships—but 
the biggest factor may have been 
Lombardi’s presence. 

Although he never once broke his 
promise to let Bengtson have full 
control of the club, even going so far 
as to sit in the press box away from 
the field on Sundays, they felt his 
presence on the sidelines and in the 
dressing room. 

That is the giant shadow he 
cast—and even he realized it, saying 
when he left for Washington: 

“The Packers have a good football 
coach who will be a better one 
without. the pressure of Vince 
Lombardi looking over his shoulder 
and without the players wondering 
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Phil Bengston 


So that is the No. 1 reason the 
Packers have to be considered title 
threats this year—Lombardi is no 
longer at Green Bay. 

The same reasons Green Bay should 
have won last year are applicable this 
year—Bart Starr still is an outstanding 
quarterback and young Don Horn may 
be ready behind him. Donny Anderson 
is starting to grow into a super-star and 
the other components—both 
offensively and defensively—still are 
there in abundance. 

But in 1968 the components broke 
down. The Packers scored 281 points 
and allowed just 227—only three 
teams permitted less points—a balance 
sheet that should have produced a 
winning record. 

There were, however, five games 
the Packers lost by seven or less 
points. A touchdown more in each 
would have produced a 10-2-2 record. 
The Packers, accustomed to winning 
the close ones, weren’t. 

And it’s the feeling among the 
players that this inability to do what 
the Packers always did before stems 
from the fact that there was an intense 
amount of pressure trying to do for 
Bengtson what they had done for 
Lombardi. 

Both Lombardi and Bengston 
touched on the problem in the middle 
of last season, just after losing to the 
Vikings, the eventual Central Division 
champions. 

“T can’t answer directly whether 


reen Bay Rise Again ? .... 


Don Horn 


how the man upstairs might have done 
shee fe 

the change from me to Phil had any 
bearing,’ Lombardi said. “It’s a 
mistake to try and copy anyone else’s 
personality. Methods, yes. 
Organization, yes. But this is one game 
in which the personality of the team is 
an extension of the coach. 

“But I will agree that the problem 
is psychological more than anything 
else.” 

“My frank opinion,” said Bengtson, 
“is that there’s an overanxiousness. A 
certain tenseness seems to have 
developed over everybody expecting 
them to keep winning.” 

That psychological analysis of the 
situation extended to the players as 
well. 

“I think,” Starr said, “that in back 
of all our minds when Coach Phil took 
over, was making the necessary effort 
to do the job for him. We certainly 
wanted to show we could and would 
do it for him.” 

“Down deep,” said linebacker Ray 
Nitschke, “the players felt we’d love 
to win for Bengtson. We wanted to 
win a championship for him. Possibly 
this became a psychological problem 
with us.” 

It would seem so. Conditioned to 
pressure in the Lombardi years 
because there was virtually no game 
that didn’t have a significant bearing 
on their title chances, the Packers were 
unable to cope with pressure last year. 
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“The obvious thing,’’ said 
Bengtson, “is that we lost the close 
ones. In the .past we won them. In the 
close games there are always crucial 
plays fumbles, interceptions. We used 
to get them; now our opponents do,” 


That’s what the Packers have to 
overcome to bounce back this year. 
They have to be the opportunists of 
the past, and without the pressure of 
proving that they are just as good 
under Bengtson as under Lombardi, 
they may be able to be. 

The big question is whether as 
Lombardi sees it his move to 
Washington has lifted the pressure and 
removed the giant shadow that filtered 
down from the general manager’s 
office to the field on game days. 

“IT don’t know,” says defensive 
tackle Ron Kostelnik, “if I personally 
won out of fear before if it was Vince 
jumping all over you, you doing it 
yourself, or now the way Phil does it. 

“But I guess that’s what everyone 
will be looking at each other about 
now.” 

The answer, says Nitschke, is pride. 

“We still have the knowledge and 
the experience to overcome the 
pressure,” Nitschke points out. “The 
fellows have gone through all kinds of 
pressure it shouldn’t be any 
detrimerit. We still haven’t broken 
down in morale. We still have that 
pride. 

“Football is all emotion. There is 
still a lot of will on this club the will 
to win.” 

Bengtson apparently agrees. When 
Lombardi left for Washington, he 
asked for and received the general 
manager’s job too, gaining total 
responsibility for getting the Packers 
back on top. 

He has accepted that responsibility 
and, in accepting it the way he did, 
also acknowledged that last year’s 
problems do not necessarily have 
anything to do with this year’s 
prospects. 

No major changes, among the front 
office staff or the playing personnel 
have been made, pointing to the fact 
that Bengtson feels 1969 will be more 
like 1967 than 1968. 

And he also says so: 

“In accepting the position of 
general manager I want to emphasize 
that I did it in order to do everything I 
can to make the Packers a winning 
football team. 

“I think we have very competent, 
experienced people. 

“We have had a successful football 
operation, and, I don’t think changes 
are required.” 

Only one may have been necessary, 
Bengtson couldn’t take care, of that. 
But Lombardi did. 


Bart Starr 


Bob Jeter 
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CAN OJ. 
BEAT THE 
HEISMAN 
JINX? 


THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT 
THE RUGGED PRO GAME THAT MAKES 
THOSE GOLDEN BOYS LOSE THEIR LUSTRE. 


By Mike Rathet 


HERE probably is no more treasured award for a 
college football player than the Heisman 
Trophy—except for those who have won it. 

For there are undoubtedly many former winners in 
the last decade who would gladly trade the big silver 
trophy, given each year to the No. | college football player 
in the country, for a successful career in professional 
football. 

Jinx? 

That’s the word that’s been applied to the 
misfortunes that seem to have dogged the steps of the last 
10 Heisman winners, who for various reasons have been 
stymied in their uttempts to duplicate their college heroics 
in the pros. 

And that’s the word that O. J. Simpson will have to 
contend with in his first year as a pro with the Buffalo Bills 
of the AFL because that’s the word that will quickly be 
used if Simpson stumbles. 

Simpson, of course, is aware of the Heisman history. 
He, however, doesn’t believe in jinxes—and says so. 

“If you look over the recent Heisman Trophy 
winners,” Simpson argues, “you find some service academy 
guys, Army and Navy, and quite a few quarterbacks. 

“You haye to scratch the service guys because they 
either don’t go into football or they play after a long 
layoff, like Joe Bellino. A lot of the quarterbacks make 
their college reputations as runners and a running 
quarterback doesn’t have a place in pro football. 

“And then there is the case of a guy like Gary Beban. 
Everybody expected him to do it all in one year. 
Quarterbacks like Bart Starr and Johnny Unitas kicked 
around for a few years before they made it. But they 
expected a lot more of Gary and it wasn’t fair.” 

There is, in what Simpson says, considerable truth. 
Whether that in any way proves there is no jinx remains 
somewhat of a question—for there is no doubt that whether 
the Heisman Trophy winner was a quarterback or a 
serviceman, a pro club did think he was pro material. 

In general, however, the pros have been off-base, and 
even the two most successful Heisman Trophy 
winners~ Mike Garrett of Kansas City and Billy Cannon of 
Oakland—have found the going rough at times. 

Cannon was the golden boy of college football in his 
days at Louisiana State, and the first super star to sign with 
the AFL in the early days. 

An immediate success as-a running back with the 
Houston Oilers, Cannon won the league rushing title in 
1961 when he gained 948 yards. Then the 1959 Heisman 
winner started to be dogged by injuries and eventually was 
traded to Oakland. 

Unable to make it at running back or at flanker with 
the Raiders, Cannon was switched to tight end and has 
developed into one of the better ones in the AFL. But he 
could hardly have been said to have lived up to 
expectations. 

The Heisman Jinx jury still is out on Garrett, but 
couldn’t help noting a similarity to the Cannon case in what 
happened to the Kansas City running back last year, just 
like Cannon, after two highly successful seasons. 

Garrett exploded on the AFL scene in 1966 by 
gaining 801 yards and followed that up a year later by 
going over the 1,000 mark, gaining 1,087 yards for a 4.6 
average and scoring nine touchdowns to lead the Chiefs to 
the AFL title, 

Then, last year, one annoying injury after another cut 
down Garrett’s effectiveness and he was able to run the ball 
only 164 times for 564 yards, a 3.4 average and just three 
touchdowns. The measuring stick of the type of season he 


had was his inability to put together a run longer than 37 
yards. 


The list of running-back Heisman winners includes 
the most tragic case of all Ernie Davis of Syracuse. The 
196] winner was drafted by Washington and then traded to 
Cleveland, where it was anticipated he would form an 
impossible-to-stop one-two punch with another former 
Syracuse star, Jimmy Brown, 

But Davis contracted leukemia, never played a game 
and died in 1963, 

The other two running backs were in the service 
category 1958 winner Pat Dawkins of Army and 1960 
winner Joe Bellino of Navy. Dawkins never tried pro 
football, but Bellino did for three years and never could 
make it, 

Bellino was tried both at running back and flanker 
with the Boston Patriots but proved of so little value to a 
club that needed help at both positions that he was put in 
the expansion draft. Cincinnati picked him, but he never 
played for the Bengals. 

If the running backs have met with a minimum of 
success it’s hard to describe how the quarterbacks have 
been greeted in the pros, for not one of the five winners in 
the last years has yet to indicate he can duplicate his 
collegiate efforts. 

The most recent flop is 1967 winner Beban, who 
admittedly has not received much of a test. But,,it is a fact 
that he was not selected until the second round of the draft 
by Los Angeles—and immediately traded away to 
Washington. 

He saw virtually nothing but football on the sidelines 
and on films last year, getting into only four games with a 
club that had an injured quarterback, Sonny Jurgensen, 
handling the passing chores most of the season. Beban’s 
statistics show he threw just one pass. It was incomplete. 

His predecessor, 1966 winner Steve Spurrier of 
Florida, has done no better in two years at San Francisco. 
Used sparingly as a rookie, Spurrier wasn’t used at all last 
season at quarterback and wound up with one less passing 
attempt than Beban. 

Spurrier’s sole job with the 49ers last year was to trot 
out on the field whenever San Francisco needed a punter, 
punt and sit down. He may not even do that this year, 
having finished 12th in the league with a 39.0 average. 

The other Heisman quarterbacks were 1962 winner 
Terry Baker of Oregon State, 1963 winner Roger Staubach 
of Navy and 1964 winner John Huarte of Notre Dame. The 
jury is out on Staubach but seems to have turned in verdicts 
against Baker and Huarte. 

Baker was with Los Angeles for three years but never 
lived up to his credentials or the Rams’ expectations. In 
1966 he quit and entered law school and later found his 
way into the Canadian League. 

Huarte has had a longer test with more clubs. First he 
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sat behind Joe Namath at New York and then he sat behind 
Babe Parilli at Boston, failing to impress at both spots 
whenever he saw action. 

Determined, however, Huarte decided to try another 
league and wound up with Philadelphia in the NFL last 
season. Despite injury to Norm Snead, Huarte was used in 
only two games, completing only seven of 15 passes for 110 
yards. 

Staubach still has the future in front of him, and the 
Dallas Cowboys still are impressed. But both the Cowboys 
and he have to realize that, despite finishing his tour of 
duty in the service, he is at best a long-shot candidate for 
success. 

Like Bellino before him, the Navy undoubtedly has 
sunk some of Staubach’s talents—timing and 
thythm—during his tour of duty. 

As they march in review then, the Heisman winners 
of the last decade have left something to be desired as far as 
haying produced significantly for the pro clubs which 
drafted them and judged them fit to play in the pros. 

The most amazing aspect of the entire situation is 
that, allowing for Simpson’s exceptions, there have been 
such unusual circumstances denying stardom to many of 
the Heisman winners—the most tragic, of course, being the 
case of Ernie Davis. 

That’s the history Simpson has to overcome whether 
he believes there is a jinx or not. 

Either way, he just may be the final word on the 
subject, for he is not a quarterback, he is not going into the 
Service and he is going to get every opportunity to make 
history on his own. Buffalo is putting a lot of bills on the 
line that he will. 
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JOHNNY UNITAS: 
His Desperate 


Fight To Survive 


CAN GUTS BEAT BRUISES & BAD BREAKS ? 


By Ben Olan 


WEEN you go back to Aug. 25th a year ago there was 
no reason to suspect then that Earl Morrall’s 
acquisition as a back-up quarterback by the Baltimore Colts 
was going to turn out to be as significant as it did. 

It was a simple transaction between the Colts and the 
N. Y. Giants on that day; Morrall, a 35-year-old veteran of 
12 NFL campaigns, went to Baltimore for an undisclosed 
draft choice ... 
even Morrall to get excited. He was accustomed to this sort 
of thing, He had, after all, already played for four NFL 
clubs—San Francisco, Pittsburgh, Detroit and the Giants. 
He had had a “distinguished” career as a second stringer, a 
role he played during nine of his 12 years in the circuit. 

Oh, sure, the two clubs involved in the deal each had 
some nice things to say about Earl. “He has such a high 
character,” said Allie Sherman, the Giants’ coach, “that it 
isn’t easy to tell a man like that about it. I told him that we 
were sorry we couldn’t keep a man of his type. I am glad, 
though, that he is going to a fine team.” 

The coach of that fine team, Don Shula, knew all 
about Morrall. Shula had been an’assistant coach with the 
Lions when Earl played for that club. “I had a chance to 


get a couple of other guys-in the league,” Shula pointed | 


out, “but the reason I took Earl was that I remembered 
when he had opportunities to win football games at 
Detroit, he produced.” 

Yes, but how much of an opportunity was Earl 
Morrall going to get to produce? Not much... not witha 
guy like Johnny Unitas calling the signals. Unitas not only 
was No. 1 with the Colts, he was No. 1 in the league. Green 
Bay’s Bart Starr had rushed up to challenge Johnny U’s 
supremacy along with a number of other 
johnny-come-latelys, but even at 35 years of age, Unitas 


was still regarded as the premier quarterback of professional © 


football. 

He had been with the Colts since 1956 and had 
suffered combat injuries on every part of his body. Yet he 
refused to be intimidated and continued to demonstrate 
ability unmatched by anyone else playing his position 
during the previous décade. Unitas took over Baltimore’s 
starting quarterback spot in 1957 after relegating George 
Shaw, coming off knee surgery, to the role of a back-up 
quarterback. 

Twice the Colts won the world championship, in 
1958 and 1959, with what pro historians agree was one of 
the ablest teams in the NFL. And when they weren’t in the 
title game, they were nearly always a factor in the league 
races. The Baltimore club had finished with at least a .500 
record each year since Unitas became a regular. 

That was the situation the day the Colts obtained 
Earl Morrall, and it was still the situation two weeks later 
when they played their final exhibition game prior to the 
start of the 1968 season. The opposing team was the Dallas 
Cowboys. The site was the Cotton Bowl. The date was 
Sept. 7. ; 

Unitas had been bothered by tendonitis in his right 
elbow for a number of years and had been used sparingly in 
the previous pre-season games. “My plan,” Shula recalls 
now, “was to get him sharp and then let him go most of the 
way in that Dallas game.’ However, in the second quarter, 
Unitas went back to pass and, while off balance, threw the 
ball downfield. 

“T was throwing off balance,” Unitas remembers, 
“trying to’ get rid of the ball on a deep pattern. Something 
snapped. I felt something give. I tore one muscle and pulled 
something else. The ideal thing would have been to quit for 
six or eight weeks, give it complete rest and let it build up 
gradually, But we weren’t in that situation.” 
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no fanfare, no excitement, no reason for } 


Despite winning NFL 
MVPlayer award, Morrall 
> folded in Super Bowl 


The situation the Colts were in was that their 
superstar quarterback was injured and their original backup 
quarterback, Jim Ward, had suffered a knee injury in an 
Aug. 10th exhibition game against the Chicago Bears and 
was unavailable. That was the major reason Baltimore went 
after Morrall although at the time they acquired him they 
didn’t realize it was as something other than a substitute. 
So, it was up to Morrall—although the rabid Colts’ fans 
fully expected Unitas to overcome his latest injury within a 
reasonably short time. After all, hadn’t he overcome in the 
past a punctured lung, a broken vertebra, cracked ribs, a 
badly swollen middle finger on his throwing hand and knee 
surgery? 

Unitas, though, was far from optimistic about his 
immediate chances of recovery. “It hurts if I have to bend 
the elbow too much or too swiftly,” he admitted. “I can 
raise it, but not too high. I have trouble straightening it out 
and it hurts when I do something with it, like lifting. It is 
real sore, puffed up, black and blue.” 

And it was a rather blue Sunday when the Colts, 
without Unitas in a starting role, opened the season against 
the San Francisco 49ers. For a while it looked as though 
Morrall’s performance as Johnny U’s replacement would 
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Closing perio 
saw Unitas in vain 
try to win game. 


adversely affect the Colts’ morale. On only Earl’s second 
official pass of the 1968 season, a huge San Francisco 
tackle named Roland Lakes rose up and batted the ball into 
the air before it crossed the scrimmage. The ball nestled in 
the arms of Stan Hindman, a 49er end, who galloped 25 
uninterrupted yards to the end zone. 

Earl Morrall, who usually doesn’t show very much 
emotion, let his dimpled chin droop. It was, he said later, 
one of the most miserable moments of his football life. 

However, later in the opening quarter of that game 
against the 49ers, Morrall notched his first claim to the 
NFL’s Most Valuable Player Award which he was to win 
three months later. The Colts, trailing 7-0, had driven deep 
into San Francisco territory. But it was third down and 11 
on the 19-yard line. Morrall called for split end Ray Perkins 
to run a post pattern cutting toward the goal post in the 
middle of the field. As Morrall dropped back to pass, the 
49er middle linebacker, Ed Beard, blitzed in without a hand 
touching him. 

“Right then,’ Shula said, “Earl showed me 
something. Beard was in his face. Perkins hadn’t made his 
move to the post yet when Earl was forced to release the 
ball. He didn’t really know his receiver. Yet the ball was 


tight on target and Perkins made a diving catch to put us on 
the l-yard line.”” Tom Matte lunged over on the next play. 
Then Morrall threw two touchdown passes and drove the 
Colts within range for two field goals and a 27-10 victory. 

Morrall took almost complete control after that. His 
backup man, Johnny Unitas, was used intermittently with 
reasonably good resulfs. The team was unbeaten until it 
went up against Cleveland and that game turned out to bea 
complete disaster for Unitas and Baltimore. The Colts 
trailed 14-7 at halftime and Shula decided to bench Morrall 
and go with Unitas. Johnny was able to complete only one 
of 11 aerials and had three intercepted that led to two 
Browns’ touchdowns and a field goal. 

The Colts lost and boos engulfed Unitas and Shula. 
An effigy of the all-time great was hung in the window of a 
saloon. The picture of the hanging stirred nationwide 
adverse comment about the fickle Baltimore fans. “I never 
wotry about the boos and never have,’’ Unitas insisted. “It’s 
all part of the game. If I let myself pay attention to things 
like that, I’d really be in trouble.” 

It takes almost a page in the football record books to 
list the marks that Johnny Unitas has set. He has thrown 
the most passes, completed the most and hit with the most 
touchdown passes of anybody in league history. But he did 
practically nothing to add to them last season. “It was a 
new experienceafter 12 years,” he said. “You wanted to 
get in. Your muscle and body are willing but your arm isn’t. 
You just can’t do what you normally do.” 

Meanwhile, Morrall rebounded from the Cleveland 
game and helped the Colts maintain their position on top of 
the Western Conference Coastal Division. The man they’d 
given the nicknames of “The Understudy” and “The 
Bullpen Quarterback”’ was turning out to be the NFL star 
of the year, When the Colts faced the Giants in Yankee 
Stadium before 62,973 spectators on Nov. 3rd, Morrall 
clicked on 16 of 24 passes for 201 yards and two 
touchdowns in a rousing 26-0 triumph. “I’m proving I can 
still play in this league,” Earl said later. “Coming into 
Yankee Stadium, you want to have a real good day. To 
come back here and lose would justify their trading me.” 

Earl Morrall continued to make the trade look good 
for Baltimore. “The thing Morrall has done,’”’ Coach Shula 
pointed out, “was fit into this football team, not only asa 
player, but as a leader.”” The new Colts’ field general went 
on to be rated the top quarterback in the NFL after 
completing 182 of 317 passes for 57.4 percent, third best in 
the league; 2,909 yards, second best, and a leading 26 
touchdowns. 

Earl added to his statistics by engineering a 24-14 
victory over Minnesota in the Western Conference title 
game and in the Colts’ surprisingly one-sided, 34-0 victory 
over Cleveland in the NFL championship game. “I don’t 
see,” said Matt Hazeltine, San Francisco’s veteran 
linebacker, “chow Unitas could have done much better.” 

Both Morrall and Unitas could have done much better 
in the losing Super Bowl game against the New York Jets: 
Morrall completed only six of 17 passes for 71 yards and 
Unitas 11 of 24 for 110 yards. Only two of Johnny’s 
completions were for more than 20 yards. 

But that one game did not detract one bit from the 
overall scintillating performance that enabled Earl Morrall 
to advance from a backup man to the top of the list among 
NEL quarterbacks. 

Neither did the last unproductive season detract from 
Johnny Unitas’ reputation as one of the all-time greats. 
Almost everyone in professional football is hoping that this 
year he will rebound strongly and show again why he is 
rated as the tops. Johnny U. came up from the sandlots the 
first time. If just willpower and guts can do it, he'll be up 
there again. 
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NOBIS, NITSCHKE, BUTKUS--WHO’S No.1? 


THE SILENT STARS 


i 


Tommy Nobis: “Being with the 
losers puts a much greater burden on 


Dick Butkus: “How in the hell can | 
say who's best? We all do our jobs 
and | never think about who's best.”’ 


him,’ says Bednarick of linebacker. 


The coaches and fans 
are still trying to 
figure this one out! 


By Tom Francis 


HE names of Nitschke, Nobis and Butkus have been 
linked so frequently the past few years, you’d think they 
were partners in a law firm. 

But there are many people they come in contact with 
who say they should be outlawed. 

Actually, the only way Ray Nitschke, Tommy Nobis 
and Dick Butkus are associated is in their profession. They 
all are football players in general, all middle linebackers in 
particular. 

And the reason their names have been linked so much 
is that football experts and fans argue incessantly over 
which is the best in the game today. 

Nitschke, the stalwart of the Green Bay Packers’ 
defense, is by far the veteran of the trio. A 240-pounder 
who stands 6-foot-3, Nitschke is beginning his 12th season 
as a pro. 

Nobis, who means even more to the Atlanta Falcons’ 
defense than Nitschke means to the Packers’, is the 
youngster of the group. The Texan, 6-2 and 235, is starting 
his fourth year. 

Butkus, 6-3 and 245, is beginning his fifth season 
with the Chicago Bears to whom he, too, is No. | on 
defense. 

Besides being great middle linebackers, Nitschke and 
Butkus have at least one other thing in common. They both 
starred at the University of Illinois before making it big in 
the pros. 

Nobis and Nitschke have something in common, too. 
They both were thrown out of games last season, a rare 
occurrence with the pros. And further, both games involved 
the New Orleans Saints. 

Nobis’ ejection came first, in an exhibition game. It 
came after he fought with Dave Whitsell, a Saints’ defensive 
back. 

“It was a clear case of roughing the kicker,” Whitsell 
says. “I was holding and Tommy hit me as he came in. He 
has a temper and I’ve got a temper, and we just went at it. 
Ordinarily, I don’t think either of us would do anything 
like that.” 

About two months later Nitschke tangled with tight 
end Monte Stickles and was tossed out of a game for the 
first time in his career. 

“Tt happened right in front of us,” explains Tom 
Fears, the New Orleans coach. “Stickles came back to block 
on the play; apparently Nitschke took it personally and 


Ray Nitschke: “He doesn’t make 
many mistakes,” says Nobis, “‘and he 
knows shortcuts me and Butkis don’t.” 


took a swing at him.” 

“T got hit after the play, and I just instinctively hit 
him back,” Nitschke recalls. “I just hit him once. I never 
should have.” 

Maybe what both Nitschke and Nobis should have 
done was take Butkus’ suggestion. 

The Bear’s superstar read a lot of Shakespeare during 
the past winter and came up with the idea of applying the 
Bard’s words to football. 

“Take this situation,” Butkus explains. “One of our 
men is shaken up on a play and is slow getting up. The 
opposing blocker is standing over him, laughing. I walk over 
there and instead of swearing, maybe getting thrown out of 
the game, I just tell him, ‘He jests at scars, that never felt a 
wound.’ Now that is bound to set him thinking and teach 
him a little humility.” 

Butkus, of coyrse, has taught a lot of ball carriers a 
lot of humility, but he hasn’t done it with words. He’s done 
it with brute strength and he’s done it so well that he just 
might be overtaking Nitschke as No. 1 among the middle 
linebackers. 

*T would say that Butkus does more things better 
than Nitschke,” says Bill George, himself a great middle 
linebacker during a 14-year career with the Bears. 

“First of all, Dick calls the defenses. Now that’s one 
hell of a responsibility, and most fans don’t. realize it. And 
when you add to it all the problems of just playing your 
position it makes it that much harder. Not to say that 
Nitschke doesn’t do the job for Green Bay, but I know 
their defenses are called from the sidelines, and that takes a 
lot of pressure off the linebacker. 

“Another thing. In Chicago’s defense, you’ve often 
got Butkus charging into the backfield, but you never see 
Nitschke down in a three-point stance. This means that 
Butkus just does more things, and I think he does them 
well.” 

Chuck Bednarik, another onetime great middle 
linebacker, agrees about the job Butkus does running the 
Bears’ defense. 

“Chicago has by far the most complicated defensive 
system in the league, and that guy runs it,” the former 
Philadelphia star says. 

Still, Bednarik leans toward Nobis, the Falcon with 
the neck that resembles the trunk of a California redwood, 


as the best at the position. 

“Nobis is with a losing team, and that puts a much 
greater burden on him,” Bednarik says. “If you’ve got a 
good front four, you can be twice as effective with much 
less effort. But to get knocked down and kicked around, to 
have to fight off two or three blockers with no support and 
finally to go 15 or 20 yards downfield to drag down a 
runner from behind, that’s the kind of thing Nobis has to 
do—and does.” 

Others are equally as high in their praise for the 
youngster from San Antonio. 

For example, Bill Austin, who’s been playing and 
coaching in the NFL since 1949, says, ‘“‘He punishes backs 
with the detached air of a hangman.” 

Then there was the comment of Don Perkins, Dallas 
fullback, after an encounter: “I got tired of reading Tommy 
Nobis’ press clipping, but after playing against him, I’ll have 
to say he’s the toughest I’ve ever run into.” 

“He’s got to be the best,” adds J. D. Roberts, a New 
Orleans scout. “What you like most about him is he plays 
every down like it was the most important play of the 
season.” 

Ray Nitschke has been involved in more plays than 
Butkus and Nobis combined, both because he’s been 
playing a lot longer and because he plays for the Packers. 

“Nitschke was very instrumental in the Packers’ 
deyeloping such a fine defense,” says Bill Pellington, 
another former middle linebacker. ‘‘Nitschke has been the 
core of that team. He directs it, he’s inspiring, he’s a hustler 
and he’s a talker. He always puts out. 

“J don’t think Nobis or Butkus is any rougher than he 
is, and when you combine that roughness with his great 
lateral movement and with the confidence and leadership 
that comes with maturity, what you’ve got is the very best 
at that position.” 

Nitschke, of course, is at a disadvantage right now 
compared with the other two. His experience has helped 
make him No. 1, but at the same time, he’s getting older 
and could be at the point where minor injuries will be 
magnified in pain and healing time. 

For example, Nitschke played much of last year with 
a painful neck injury. . 

“He played under wraps; he was not in the best of 
shape,” says Phil Bengtson, the Packer coach. “Seeing him 
in the training room every morning and knowing what he 
had to bear up under, I thought it a great display of the 
attitude we must have on the Packers.” 

“His back was all black and blue,” adds the 
linebacker’s wife, Jackie. “‘And his legs were solid black and 
blue. Every year it takes him longer to recover from his 
bruises.” 

Still, the bespectacled, balding Packer isn’t about to 
ease up. “I think I’m just as good a football player as I’ve 
ever been,’’ he says. “I still have the zest and the zeal to 
play the game.” 

He also, in a way, gets Nobis’ nod as the best man in 
the middle. “Nitschke has more experience than either 
Butkus or I have,” -Tommy says. “He doesn’t make many 
mistakes, and he can do a lot of things easier. He knows 
some shortcuts that we don’t know.” 

Butkus, however, is noncommittal. “How in the hell 
can I say who’s the best?” he asks. “I just do my job and 
they do theirs. I don’t give a damn about who’s best.” 

Who is best? As Joe Schmidt, the Detroit coach who 
perhaps ranks as the greatest ever says, they’re just about 
the same. 

If it’s necessary to choose, though, it would appear 
that Butkus has just about caught Nitschke with Nobis just 
a bull-neck behind. 
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NTIL Joe Namath took the New York Jets to the players in the two leagues by the people most involved on a 
Super Bowl] championship, the talents of the players in day-to-day basis—coaches, personnel directors, scouts. 
the American Football League remained somewhat suspect. So, looking at the 1969 season, Sports Review’s 
The Jets’ stunning triumph over the Baltimore Colts All-Pro team shows considerably more balance with the 
of the NFL caused some agonizing re-appraisals of the AFL holding nine spots to thirteen for the NFL. 


JOE NAMATH, Jets — Statistically 
he had a better year in 1967, but 1968 
undoubtedly was the year of Namath’s 
ascendency. With or without a Fu 
Manchu mustache, with or without 
throwing touchdown passes—he went 
six straight games without 
connecting—the long-haired, 
slump-shouldered glamor-boy proved a 
master at the controls with his ability 
to spot, and exploit, the weaknesses in 
opposing offenses. The key to 
Namath’s success, besides a mind that 
reads defenses and a strong arm that 
fires the ball, is his rapid retreat to 
nine or 10 yards, rather than the 
traditional seven, behind the line—and 
i yA it proved so effective that it’s possible 

‘ that the technique will be employed 
Joe Namath Gayle Sayers Leroy Kelly more widely in pro football this 
season. 


GALE SAYERS, Bears—The 
unchallenged No. 1 among the running 
backs, despite the fact that he was lost 
to the Bears for almost half the season 
in 1968 because of a leg injury. A 
flashy-type performer who is a threat 
to go all the way any time he gets the 
ball, Sayers rushed only 138 times last 
season but still finished fifth in the 
NFL with 856 yards and a 
league-leading 6.2 average that is the 
most significant mark of his ability. 
Not one other running back among the 
top 10 in either league was able to 
average more than five yards a carry. 


LEROY KELLY, Browns—Not as 
flashy as Sayers, but Kelly earns the 
second running-back spot because of 
his amazing consistency. His 1,239 
yards, with a league-leading 16 
touchdowns, lifted him to the NFL 
tushing title last year for the second 
straight year as he becarhe only the 
third player in NFL history to surpass 
1,000 yards for the third time. He 
trails only his former teammate, 
Jimmy Brown, who accomplished the 
feat seven times, and Jim Taylor of 
Green Bay, a five-time, 1,000-yard 
rusher. Kelly likely will be employed 
more aS a pass receiver this year after 
proving his ability there in 1968 by 
grabbing 22 passes. 


3 mf LANCE ALWORTH, 
Billy Shaw Howarth Mudd Bob Brown Chargers—Before the days of AFL 
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equality with the NFL in the eyes of 
the people who established player 
ratings, Alworth’s all-pro rating usually 
was one of the concessions to the AFL 
because his ability -was so outstanding 
there was no way to overlook it. 
Despite minor injuries that have 
slowed him at various times the last 
several seasons, Alworth has now 
lengthened an amazing string of 
1,000-yard years to six in a row with 
his performance last season when, with 
his pogo-stick leaping, he caught 68 
passes for 1,312 yards, a 19.3 average 
and 10 touchdowns. Still has not lost 
any speed and has mastered all the 
moves. 


GEORGE SAUER, Jets—There 
probably is more talent at the 
feceiving spots in pro football than 
anywhere else, but Sauer gets the nod 
behind Alworth after two outstanding 
seasons. Called by Coach Weeb 
Ewbank a “‘Ray Berry with speed,” 
Sauer has proved extremely difficult 
for AFL defensive backs to cover. He 
is a dedicated performer who has 
improved every year, has traced and 
re-traced his moves to perfect them 
and showed the results in the Super 
Bowl, where he became the key target 
for Namath’s passes as he worked 
himself into the clear time and time 
again against the tough Colt 
secondary. Caught just two less passes 
than Alworth in finishing No. 2 among 
the AFL’s receivers. 


JOHN MACKEY, Colts—The big 
tight end is head and shoulders above 
anyone else in pro football at the 
position. A matchless blocker, 
Mackey’s greatest asset is his ability to 
bowl people over and stretch short 
passes into long gains once he grabs a 
pass. Extremely difficult to stop since 
he rarely can be brought down by one 
man once he gets into the secondary. 
Caught 45 passes for 644 yards, a 14.3 
average and five touchdowns last year 
while also seeing action as a rusher in 
Baltimore’s I formation, gaining 103 
yards in 10 carries—a fact that may 
find him used more in that role this 
season. 


BILLY SHAW, Bills—Entering his 
ninth AFL season, the 6-foot-2, 
258-pound guard should be fully 
recovered from a knee operation that 
kept him out of the first five games 
last year. A complete guard who is 
strong, quick and agile, Shaw proved 
he had lost none of his effectiveness 
when he returned to the line-up after 
the surgery. 


HOWARD MUDD, 49ers—Just 
beginning to get full recognition, the 
6-foot-2, 254-pound product of little 
Hillsdale College now entering his 
sixth season didn’t become a starter 
until 1965. But he has come along 
rapidly since and there is every reason 
to believe that his continued 
development will insure his place on 
the first team. 


BOB BROWN, Eagles—Big 
(6-foot-4[) and strong (295 pounds at 
his lightest), Brown still is in the 
process of battling back from a torn 
knee tendons suffered in 1967. He 
wants to be No. | at tackle again and 
when he is there is none better for he 
is a punishing blocker on runs and a 
virtually .impregnable fortress when 
pass blocking. 


RON MIX, Chargers—Speed and 
savvy are combined in Mix, who is one 
of the AFL’s elder statesmen. 
Nicknamed the “Intellectual Assassin” 
because he is scholarly off the field 
and murder on it, the 6-foot-4, 
255-pounder handles all aspects of his 
job well and is a_ particularly 
devastating downfield blocker. 31, he’s 
getting up there in age, but still is tops. 


JIM OTTO, Raiders—Virtually 
indestructible, the 6-foot-2, 
248-pound Otto has been one of the 
AFL’s Iron Men, playing in every game 
in the nine years of the Raiders’ 
existence. Labeled too small for the 
pros when he left college, Otto grew to 
pro size but retained his speed, 
becoming a quick, punishing blocker 
from his center post. 


DEACON JONES, Rams—One of 
the DEFENSE Ram’s_ Fearsome 
Foursome, Jones has become 
quarterback enemy No. | in the NFL 
as he races in from his defensive end 
spot to dump the passer. A 
250-pounder who stands 6-foot-5, he 
is, according to Coach George Allen, 
not yet at his peak and still improving. 
That observation alone will shake 
several quarterbacks. 


CARL ELLER, Vikings—Taller, 
heavier and younger than Jones, the 
6-foot-6, 265-pounder is one of the 
bright young defensive stars in the 
NFL. A possessor of excellent speed 
and strong from the waist up, Eller 
overcame pre-season knee surgery in 
1967 afid began to develop, becoming 
one of the reasons why Minnesota’s 
Front Four is now getting some 
overdue recognition. 


BOB LILLY, Cowboys—“‘You’ve 
got to stomp guys in the ground a few 
times to gain their respect,” say3 the 
6-foot-5, 260-pound defensive tackle, 
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Jim Otto 


Deacon Jones 


Carl Eller 


and so he does it. Extremely quick for 
a big man and with good upper body 
strength, Lilly is the leader of Dallas’ 
Doomsday Defense and often forces 
opposing teams to double, and even, 
triple team him. 


MERLIN OLSEN, Rams—A 1962 
draft selection, the 6-foot-5, 
270-pound product of Utah State has 
been consistently effective since he 
joined the Rams. Plays the same side 
of the line as Deacon Jones and his 
steadiness is generally considered to be 
the launching pad for Jones’ ability to 
crash through without worrying too 
much about a breakdown elsewhere. 


DICK BUTKUS, Bear—Another 
instant sensation, the 6-foot-3, 
245-pounder gets the nod over 
Tommy Novis of Atlanta in one of the 
closest contests for the first team. The 
Bears’ defensive signal-caller, Butkus is 
a bruising tackler on running plays and 
effective enough on passing situations 
to intercept three aerials last season. 


GEORGE WEBSTER, Oilers—Has 
all the attributes needed for his 
outside linebacking job. Although the 
223 pounds on his 6-foot-4 frame tend 
to give him the appearance that he’s 
not strong, Webster is a brutal tackler 
and his tremendous speed and natural 
reactions make him a natural to cover 
anyone coming out of the backfield 
for a pass. 


MIKE CURTIS, Colts—At 6-foot-2, 
232 pounds, Curtis looks more like a 
linebacker than Webster and is just as 
tough and quick. Particularly 
aggressive, Curtis overcame 1967 knee 
surgery to reclaim his job and last year 
blossomed into a superior linebacker. 
Whenever he tackles someone, he 
leaves a lasting impression. 


MILLER FARR, Oilers—The 
lightning quick cornerback has proved 
a superior one-on-one coverage man 
since being acquired from San Diego in 
1967. In two years since then he has 
anticipated opposing quarterbacks so 
well that he has returned five 
interceptions for touchdowns. He’s so 
perceptive that he’s usually avoided 
and rarely, if ever, tested any more. 


BOB JETER, Packers—Has 
developed so quickly since 1965 when 
the Packers took him away from the 
receiving corps and put him in the 
defensive backfield that he also is paid 
the tribute Farr is—usually avoided, 
rarely tested. Still, he managed to get 
into position to latch on to three 
interceptions last year. 
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LARRY WILSON, Cardinals—The 
6-foot, 190-pound, 10-year veteran has 
all the attributes a safety needs—he’s a 
ballhawk and a vicious tackler and 
adds another dimension with his 
ability to lead. Picked off four passes 
last year for a career total of 38 and 
still has his name in the record book 
for intercepting passes in seven straight 
games. 
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D: A VE. sGeR AY S'\ON | 
Raiders—Equally at home at 
cornerback or the safety spot he’s at 
on this team, the 5-foot-10, 
187-pounder led the AFL with 10 
interceptions last season, returning 
them 195 yards and scoring one 
touchdown. He’s now No. 3 in lifetime 
thefts with 39 and No. 1 in yards 
returned with 776. Toughness is his 
main asset. 


Merlin Olsen 


George Webster 


ALL-PRO DEFENSIVE TEAM 


END DEACON JONES 
BOB LILLY ... 
MERLIN OLSEN... 
END CARL ELLER 


TACKLE 
TACKLE 


LINEBACKER 
MIDDLE 
LINEBACKER 
LINEBACKER 
CORNERBACK 
CORNERBACK 
SAFETY 
SAFETY 


DICK BUTKUS......... 
MIKE CURTIS ... 
BOB JETER ..... 
MILLER FARR 
LARRY WILSON ... 


. » Los Angeles Rams 
. . . . Dallas Cowboys 
. Los Angeles Rams 


one . . Minnesota Vikings 
GEORGE WEBSTER ........ 


Houston Oilers 


. . . Chicago Bears 
. . Baltimore Colts 
. Green Bay Packers 
San TO: . . . -Houston Oilers 


. St. Louis Cardinals 
Oakland Raiders 


ALL-PRO OFFENSIVE TEAM 


SPLIT END 
TACKLE 
GUARD 
CENTER 
GUARD 
TACKLE 

TIGHT END 
QUARTERBACK 
RUNNING BACK 
RUNNING BACK 
FLANKER 


GEORGE SAUER 
BOB BROWN 


New York Jets 
Philadelphia Eagles 
San Francisco 49’ers 
Oakland Raiders 
Buffalo Bills 

San Diego Chargers 
Baltimore Colts 
New York Jets 
Chicago Bears 
Cleveland Browns 
San Diego Chargers 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


SPLIT END 
TACKLE 
GUARD 
CENTER 
GUARD 
TACKLE 

TIGHT END 
QUARTERBACK 
RUNNING BACK 
RUNNING BACK 
FLANKER 


PAUL WARFIELD 
RALPH NEELY 
GENE HICKERSON 
MICK TINGELHOFF 
ED BUDDE 
WINSTON HILL 
JACQUE MacKINNON .... 
SONNY JURGENSEN 
HEWRITT DIXON 
PAUL ROBINSON 
DON MAYNARD 


Cleveland Browns 
Dallas Cowboys 
Cleveland Browns 
Minnesota Vikings 
Kansas City Chiefs 
New York Jets 

San Diego Chargers 
Washington Redskins 
Oakland Raiders 
Cincinnati Bengals 
New York Jets 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


BUBBA SMITH 
ALAN PAGE 
BUCK BUCHANAN 
RON McDOLE 


Baltimore Colts 
Minnesota Vikings 
Kansas City Chiefs 

Buffalo Bills 
LINEBACKER 
MIDDLE 
LINEBACKER 
LINEBACKER 
CORNERBACK 
CORNERBACK 
SAFETY 


TOMMY NOBIS 
BOBBY BELL 
LEM BARNEY 
WILLIE BROWN 
WILLIE WOOD 


Atlanta Falcons 
Kansas City Chiefs 
Detroit Lions 


Mike Curtis 
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Larry Wilson 


Dave Grayson 


Rough, Tough 
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Pass receivers shudder when Cards’ Wilson makes his move. Here he 


TS Mi am ot a 

Saf takes Happy Wilson clan poses for family pic. Larry, Christie, 9, 
Line SUE LO say Larry, Jr., 5, Jed, 6, and the missus, with an antique churn. 
hello to young 
fan, Bobby Lev, 6. 

syaes ; ARRY Wilson, one of the toughest 
: guys in pro football is one of the 
most modest guys off the field. He is 
rated as one of the NFL’s top free 
safeties and once played part of a 
season with two broken hands. 

Wilson, one of the St. Louis 
Cardinals’ most popular players, is 
married and has three children, 
Christie 10, Larry 6 and Jed 7, who 
was born with a spinal defect and is 
paralyzed from the waist down. 

Despite 14 operations, Jed will 
never be able to walk. Some parents 
might be discouraged, but the Wilsons’ 
indomitable spirit is never broken. 

“Jed has given me more purpose in 
life,” said Wilson. “You can’t feel 
sorry for yourself with him around. 
And I never think about quitting 
football anymore, no matter how 
tough it is.” 

Opposing pass receivers will tell you 
how tough Larry Wilson makes it for 
them... 
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Larry Jr. gets a kicking 
lesson from pop. And doing it 
with sneakers is good. 
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Can only a championship save ‘his job? 


By Ralph Martin 


N 1966, Don Meredith led the Dallas 

Cowboys into the National Football 
League championship game against the 
Green Bay Packers. 

He came out a loser. 

In 1967, Meredith had a chance 
to reverse that decision as he led the 
Cowboys into the NFL title game 
against the same Packers. 

He came out a loser. 

In 1968, Meredith had a third 
shot at redemption as he led the 
Cowboys into the Eastern Conference 


championship game against Cleveland. 
He came out a loser. 


Add those up and there’s only 
one way to total it: Don Meredith 
can’t win the big ones. 

He’d soon better, or lose his job 
to a number of other tough Cowboy 
quarterbacks, chiefly Craig Morton, 
who is a highly prized reserve. Morton, 
when he relieved Meredith at various 
times during the 1968 season, 
displayed his ability to move a club, 
often quickly, in sparking the 
Cowboys. On many other clubs in the 
NFL, Morton would be a starter. 


Also waiting around as long as 
Morton is Jerry Rhome. Although he 
hasn’t displayed the consistency of 
Morton, Rhome, too, is a_ highly 


regarded prospect. 

Crowding Meredith even more 
this year will be the addition of Roger 
Staubach. The former Navy star, who 
was the Heisman Trophy winner in 
1964, completed his four year service 
requirements and participated in the 
two-week quarterback course the 
Cowboys held in May. 

Staubach was an exciting 
performer with the Naval Academy. 
Despite his four year committment, 
the Cowboys drafted him in 1964, 
reasoning he was worth waiting for. 

Baloney, says Meredith as 
diplomatically as he can, about not 
being able to win the money games. 
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“The difference in a winner and a loser 
isn’t clear-cut. I’ve never considered 
myself any type of a loser.” 

Baloney, says Coach Tom 
Landry, as diplomatically as he can. 
“If we didn’t think he was a winner, 
we wouldn’t be playing him.” 

Hold on there, says Cowboy 
president Tex Schramm, let’s not get 
carried away. And then Schramm 
analyzes history: 

“Tf you look at _ history’s 
quarterbacks, the ones considered in 
terms of greatness are the ones able to 
win championships. Unfortunately 
that’s not always the fairest criterion 
because it takes an entire team to win 
a championship. 

“Anyway, as you look back, 
quarterbacks who haven’t been on 
championship teams aren’t looked 
upon the same as Graham, Layne, 
Unitas, Starr, Van Brocklin. I’m not 
saying that Sonny Jurgensen isn’t as 
good as Starr, or Meredith as good as 
Unitas, 

“But the object of the game is to 
win championships and Meredith 
hasn’t done it yet.” 

Meredith didn’t do it in 1966 
when, with the ball on the Green Bay 
two-yard line, first down and goal to 
go, he failed to get the Cowboys in as 
the Packers held on fora 34-27 victory 
in a game in which Meredith hit on 15 
of 31 passes for 238 yards and one 
touchdown. 

Meredith didn’t do it in 1967 in 
the now-famous Ice Bowl game at 
Green Bay in which he completed only 


10 of 25 passes for 59 yards and no 
touchdowns while Bart Starr did what 
Meredith couldn’t the year before by 
plunging for the winning touchdown 
and a 21-17 victory. 

Meredith didn’t do it in 1968 in 


In title game against Browns, dashing 
Don executes hand-off to Perkins. 


the championship game because the 
Cowboys took their horses back to the 
corral a week earlier by losing to 
Cleveland 31-20 in a game in which 
Meredith completed just three of nine 
passes for 42 yards and no 
touchdowns. 

History, then, shows us why 
Meredith has to wear his loser’s tag—at 
least- until he proves otherwise. The 
bigger question to struggle with is why 
Meredith can’t win the big ones? 

And, surprisingly, if you leaf 
through the pages of Don Meredith’s 
career there are hints here and there. 
Possibly the biggest is in the statistical 
records, which show that while 
Meredith has the reputation he may 
not have the arm. : 

The key here would be average 
gain per pass and in only two seasons 
has Meredith’s average exceeded eight 
yards. Last year his average gain was 
8.1. By comparison Starr’s was 9.5 and 
Earl Morrall of Baltimore had a 9.2 
average. 

In addition, it has to be 
remembered that statistically 1968 
was Meredith’s best year and yet in the 
four categories on which the passing 
title is determined Meredith was no 
higher than a tie for third in any of 
them. 

He tied for third with 21 
touchdowns, was fourth in average 
yards gained, was fifth in completion 
percentage with a 55.3 mark and fifth 
in interception percentage at 3.9. 

But there also are two other 
factors—pressure and the agonizing 
early days of Meredith’s career when 
he was known more as a 
finger-snapping swinger with a 
magnetic personality who was more 
oriented to show business than pro 
football. 

Meredith says the pressure, if 
there is any, is self-inflicted, and that’s 
not his hang-up. He puts it in different 
terms, but there’s little doubt it’s the 
same thing. 

“No one quite believes us yet,” 
Meredith says simply. “There’s that 
doubt. People say, we believe in you, 
Cowboys, but don’t iet us down. 
There is that doubt there and until 
weve gone all the way, maybe that 
doubt is justified.” 

That, mentally, is what Meredith 
has to contend with—a doubt that may 
be justified. He thought about it, he 
admits, following the tramautic 
experience of being upset by the 
Browns. 

“We realize now that we’re not 
quite good enough or we would have 
been in the Super Bowl,” Meredith 
says. “It’s a period of reassessment and 
re-evaluation for everyone, including 
myself. 

“T think we’re going to haye to 
get a little meaner, get that killer 
instinct. I want opposing teams to 
respect us as a tough, hard-nosed team 
that they really have to get ready for. 


Perhaps, this is the thing we lack.” 
Possibly, it’s something Meredith 


hasn’t instilled, for the quarterback is 
the guy in the huddle who commands 
and by commanding leads. And 
possibly that failing to instill the killer 
instinct stems from the tough early 
days. 

Meredith freely admits he was 
wrong in those days when, fresh from 
all his triumphs at SMU, he joined the 
Cowboys. 

“T thought,” says Meredith, “I’d 
let Unitas have one more year. There 
was no question in my mind that’s all 
it would take me.” 

With those thoughts, Meredith 
was immediately in rebellion against 
Landry. There was discord, there were 
training violations and there was lack 
of true dedication. 

“T got a five-year contract at the 
beginning,” says Meredith, “and I 
thought I was something. When 
Landry put me on the bench I thought 
I would hurt him by not working hard. 
I was really immature because I only 
hurt myself,” 

At the time, however, that 
turned Meredith elsewhere. 

“Tf I couldn’t lead the good 
guys,” he recalls, “I tried to lead the 
bad guys. We had some pretty good 
swingers in those days. They’re not 
with us any more. I probably was 
trying to model my career after Bobby 
Layne’s. 

“T had to clean up my act.” 

When he did, the veneer 
remained, partly because he needed it 
to shield himself from the booing fans. 

‘“‘“He’s a fellow posing as 
something he isn’t,’ Schramm points 
out. “He never was as flakey as he 
appeared to be. Until 1966 he was 
stuck with a very bad team. He was 
embarrassed at looking so bad and 
covered it with a flip, nonchalant 
attitude.” 

Landry’s timetable for a 
quarterback’s, success is rather rigid, 
and by his schedule, the clock is 
running out on Meredith. 

‘“*The best years for a 
quarterback are the eighth, ninth and 
10th,”’ Landry says. “And the best I’ve 
seen a quarterback is in the 10th 
year.” 

That would put Meredith in his 
best year going into the 1969 season, 
and mean that he may not have made 
the most of years 8 and 9. But, if you 
allow two or three years out for bad 
behavior, then Meredith might just 
now be entering the years of greatest 
achievement. 

Either way, the three losses in 
three years haye left Meredith with the 
loser tag, and he realizes there are few 
chances left to wipe that away, 
because of his age (31) and because of 
the challenge he is getting for the first 
string job from Craig Morton. 

But Meredith will be there. He 
may not be as cocky as he used to be, 
but he still has pride. 

“The man who takes my job,” 
he says, “‘will have to be good. You 
see, I still feel I’m pretty good 
myself,” 


Black militants 
didn’t like this shot 
of Jim kissing girl. 


LOOK WHO 
CAUGHT UP TO 
JIM BROWN! 


In film, Jim plays a 
gunslinging lawman who 
freaks out on world. 
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Raquel Welch does 
what football’s 
bruisers couldn’t. 
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In movies for 
good, he says 
he'd like to 

do another pic 
with the “fam- 
ous facade.”” He 


By Sid Houghton 


IMMY BROWN, the former pro 
football great, is now Jim Brown, 

the movie star. His autobiography, 
published about a year dgo, is called 
“Off My Chest.” His co-star in the 
movie, “100 Rifles,’ Raquel Welch, 
has much more on her chest than Jim 
yet is considerably less controversial. 

The love scene between Brown, a 
Negro, and the white Body Beautiful 
has drawn condemnation from black 
militants who do not approve his 
kissing a white woman. In addition, 
during the four years since his 
retirement from pro football Brown 
first had a paternity suit filed against 
him in Cleveland and then was accused 
of beating a 22-year-old half-Negro, 
half-Oriental girl friend. He was 
acquitted in the paternity suit and, in 
the second incident, the girl refused to 
press charges. 

Jimmy Brown grew up far from 
Hollywood, in Manhasset on Long 
Island. He proved to be the greatest 
athlete in Manhasset High School 
history, winning 13 varsity letters in 
five sports. By the time he graduated 


is a real star. 


from Syracuse U. in 1957, he was the 
top All-American star. In his nine-year 
career with the Cleveland Browns, he 
scored a record 126 touchdowns and 
gained 12,312 yards. He quit the game 
in 1965, but is now even a hotter 
property on the screen. 

“TJ always was unorthodox,” Jimmy 
points out. “They teach you to use 
high knee action in football, but I ran 
with my feet close to the ground 
because I got better balance. Then, I 
noticed that Don Bossler (a fullback 
with Washington) would jump over the 
line when the defensive linemen were 
submarining. They said that was a sure 
way to get killed. I tried it and found 
it a sure way to get extra yards.” 

Jimmy Brown does not get killed in 
100 Rifles.”” But Raquel Welch, who 
plays the part of Sarita, an Indian 
revolutionary, does. Brown portrays 
Lyedecker, a disenchanted policeman 
with a credo of non-involvement. He 
doesn’t care or eyen want to know 
about the Indians’ cause, until Raquel 
gets him interested and the publicized 
passionate love scene ensues. 

“T’ve done things on the screen that 


have never been done by a black 


man,” Jimmy boasts. “I’ve played a 
crook. I got a chance to break down 
the old taboo of making love to a 
white woman and I will be making a 
movie soon which Kas social 
significance and I don’t show my 
muscles.” 

Jimmy Brown made his movie 
debut while-he was still playing pro 
football in a film titled ‘‘Concho.” 
After the 1965 NFL title game in 
which the Browns were defeated by 
the Green -Bay Packers, he went to 
London and got a role in the “Dirty 
Dozen”, a movie starring Lee Marvin. 
Jimmy drew rave notices and his new 
career has been in high gear ever since. 

*“‘My last four roles were written for 
a white guy,” Brown points out while 
emphasizing that he had to be more 
than a record-breaking football player 
to become a hot-property actor. “In 
fact,’ he adds, “being an athlete 
turned actor can become a handicap. 
You’re under that much more 
scrutiny.” 

Maybe so, but not nearly as much 
scrutiny as Raquel Welch. 
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FOOLED THE 
EXPERTS 
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%©=—SsC HURDLES, HE 
: RACED INTO 
THE ALL-STARS 


By Bob Murray 


T WAS a hot July night a year ago, and the Cincinnati 
Bengals were in bed in their Bess Ors. at Wilmington 
College in Ohio. 

Rick Forzano, backfield coach of the Bengals, a first 
year team in the American Football League, was making 
the rounds of the dorm to make sure that’s where the 
players were—in bed. 

“J came to Paul Robinson’s room,” Forzano recalls. 
“The lights were out, but I could hear this noise. I looked 
in, and there was Paul, in the middle of the night, throwing 
a football in the air and catching it—just to get the feel of 
rhe 

Once the rookie halfback got the feel of it, he burst 
out of the darkness and into the spotlight. 

By the end of the season t the youngster from Marana, 
Arizona, was the biggest thing in the league next to Joe 
Namath and the New York Jets. 

By rushing for 1,023 yards, Robinson became the 
first AFL rookie and only the second in pro football 
history to reach the 1,000 plateau, became the second 
rookie to win the AFL rushing title, was named to the 
all-AFL team, played in the All-Star game and was named 
the league’s Rookie of the Year. 

That’s a pretty fair collection of honors for a kid who 
says, “When I got to camp, there were about 15 running 
backs, and The Club said they were going to keep just five. 
I was scared all through camp because I knew all the other 
guys had had a lot more experience.” 

Robinson’s experience consisted of high school 
football plus a season at the University of Arizona. There 
were four years in between, though, that he didn’t play 
football but instead played basketball and ran track. 

The ninth child in a family of 11, Robinson earned 
honorable mention all-state as a halfback on the high school 
team in Marana, which is about 20 miles north of Tucson. 
He also averaged more than 20 points a game for the 
basketball team, which won the state title in its division, 
and he set records in the high and low hurdles and in the 
pole vault. 

When he went to Eastern Arizona Junior College, he 
thought he’d be playing football but instead learned he was 
there on a basketball scholarship. Two years later he moved 
to the University of Arizona on a track scholarship and set 
the school record of 51.7 seconds for the 440-yard 
intermediate hurdles. 

But when his two years of track eligibility had been 
used up, he still needed another year to finish his academic 
work. A friend suggested he go out for the football team, 
and he did. 

“They gave me a tryout as a flanker,” Robinson 
relates. “I must’ve looked good because they started me in 
the first game. I didn’t do too well as a flanker, though, so 
they switched me to running back for the next game.” 

That game was Arizona’s 14-7 upset of powerful Ohio 


State, 

‘The only thing I did in that game was block,” Paul 
recalls. “I had to get the linebacker, but I liked that because 
I could knock him down.” 

From then on Robinson knocked linebackers and 
other defensive players down while carrying the ball. He 
became a running halfback in the next game and went on to 
lead the team in rushing. Then the Bengals selected him in 
the third round of the draft. 

“J received about 10 questionnaires from pro teams 
so I expected to be drafted,” he says, “but I didn’t figure 
I’d be picked in the third round.” 

Why did the Bengals select him so high in the draft? 

‘He looked like a guy with all his football ahead of 
him,” explains Al LoCasale, the team’s director of player 
personnel. “We also liked his speed. You just don’t coach 
speed. It’s still the basic raw commodity you seek. And the 
440-yard hurdles is a grinding event. It means you’re getting 
a guy with endurance.” 

Besides his lack of experience, Robinson’s main 
problem at Cincinnati’s training camp was a pulled 
hamstring muscle that hampered him fora while. But when 
the season opened, Coach Paul Brown had the 6-foot-1, 
198-pound speedster in the starting line-up. 

If, however, anyone, expected big things from 
Robinson, he had to be disappointed because in the first 
seven games, the rookie gained fewer than 39 yards in six of 
them. The lone exception Was 86 yards against Denver. 

But then came the eighth game, against Oakland. 

Running against one of the toughest defenses in the 
league, the 23-year-old Robinson exploded for an 87-yard 
touchdown run, second longest from scrimmage in league 
history, and wound up the day with 159 yards in 17 carries. 

He gained 156 the next week against Houston, 115 
against Kansas City and 134 against Miami. He also scored 
six touchdowns in those four games. 

After another 151 yards against Oakland and Boston, 
he went into the final game against New York needing just 
10 yards to reach the magic 1,000. He got 33 yards, but he 
needed 26 carries to doit. 

“That was the hardest 10 yards I ever got,” he says. 
“It seemed like I would gain five yards, then lose seven. I 
never lost that much yardage. It kinda shook me up.” 

Although the Jets had the toughest team against 
rushing in the league, they made it even rougher on 
Robinson. Gerry Philbin, their brilliant defensive end, 
explains: 

“We didn’t have much going in the game for incentive 
(they already had clinched the Eastern Division title) so we 
got together and decided that something to do would be to 
stop Robinson from getting 10 yards. That would be a heck 
of a thing for our unit. You have to give him credit. He’s a 
good back, one of the best we saw all year.” 

There’s no doubt that Robinson was a major factor in 
whatever success the Bengals had in their first year. They 
won only three games, which has become par for expansion 
football teams, but they were more competitive than most 
of the other yearling teams in the games they didn’t win. 

“What Robinson did was almost unbelievable with an 
expansion team,” says assistant coach Forzano. I just 
wonder what he’d have done with an experienced team. 
The amazing thing about him is he fumbled only twice all 
year, and that was on pitchouts. 

“The way he could carry the ball as many times as he 
did and not become banged up also is remarkable. People 
began keying on him and three and four guys were ganging 
up on him at the line. He’s a very durable kid. The way he 
hits you, he’s not taking the brunt of the blow. 

“He’s giving it out when he’s a runner. He’s hitting so 
hard I think they feel it more than he does. He’s a very 


explosive runner. He hits people like he’s a 220-pounder. 
And he makes his moves at full speed. He’s not the stop and 
go type.” 

Still, it took Robinson time to start putting 
everything together. 

“I was lacking experience,” he says, explaining his 
slow start. “I wasn’t reading the blocking. The linemen 
were blocking right, but I’d get the ball and just take off, If 
I got tackled, I got tackled, 

“I had to learn to regulate my speed, follow my 
blockers and set up blocks by pulling some fakes. I also 
started looking downfield to find daylight after getting 
through the lines.” 

The Bengals, howeyer, were happy with his progress, 

“‘He’s so coachable, the way he learned to follow his 
guards,” Forzano says. “You can coach some players years, 
and if they’re not coachable they’ll never learn, never 
become a great runner. But not Paul.” 

It is most natural, of course, for Coach Paul Brown to 
be asked to compare Robinson with some of the great 
runners he’s had in the past. Jimmy Brown, for example. 

“Brown and Robinson are different types,” Brown 
says, “Brown was a fullback, and Robinson is a halfback. 
Paul progressed very well last year. He blocks well, he’s 
tireless and he’s in the spirit of the thing. This is my idea of 
a football player. He’s really a great boy.” 

Robinson, an unassuming type of youngster, actually 
was awed by everything that happened to him last year, 

At the AFL All-Star game, for example, he 
commented, “Man, can you imagine little old me—Paul 
Robinson—playing with all those stars? I sometimes wake 
up in the night and pinch myself.” 

Then he probably picks up a football and starts 
tossing it into the air and catching it. 
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With Matson running interference, Robinson rolls toa TD. 
Below, Dolphins’ Weisacosky can’t stop the Bengal express. 


FIGURES DONT LE USUALLY 


The betting fraternity loves statistics 
like these -- until an outside chance hits. 


American Football League 


Passing 


Att. Comp. Pet. Yds. Avg. TD Int. 


Dawson, K.C. 224 131 58.5 2109 9.42 17 9 
Lamonica, Oak. 416 206 49.5 3245 £7.80 25 15 
Namath, N.Y. 380 187 49.2 3147 8.28 15 17 
Griese, Mia. 355 186 52.4 2473 6.97 21 16 
Hadl, S.D. 440 208 47.3 3473 7.89 27 32 
Receiving 
No. Yds. Avg. 
Alworth, S.D. 68 1312 19.3 
Sauer, N.Y. 66 1141 17.3 
Biletnikoff, Oak. 61 1037 17.0 
Noonan, Mia. 58 760 13.1 ae i 
Maynard, N.Y. 57 1297 22.8 
y Lance Alworth 
Rushing 
Att. Yds. Avg. 
Robinson, Cin. 238 1023 43 
Holmes, K.C. 174 866 5.0 
Dixon, Oak. 206 865 4.2 
Granger, Hou. 202 848 4.2 
Post, S.D. 151 758 5.0 
Interceptions 
No. Yds. Avg. TD 2 : 
Grayson, Oak. 10 195 19.5 1 Paul Robinson 
Anderson, Mia. 8 230 28.8 1 
Sample, N.Y. a 88 12.6 1 
Mitchell, Bos. 7 41 5.9 0 
Byrd, Buf. 6 76 12.7 1 
Robinson, K.C. 6 40 6.7 0 
Punting 


Wilson, K.C. 63 2841 45.1 
VanHeusen, Den. 88 3853 43.8 
Johnson, N.Y. 68 2977s 43.8 
Eischeid, S.D. 64 2788 43.6 
Livingston, Cin. 70 3036 43.4 
Maguire, Buf. 100 4175 418 Jerrel Wilson 
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Even though the Jets won the World 
Championship, the records say that 


Namath was all wrong about Morrall. 


National Football League 


Morrall, Balt. 
Meredith, Dal. 
Brodie, S.F. 
Starr, G.B. 
Tarkenton, N.Y. 


MacNeil, S.F. 
Jefferson, Pitt. 
Rentzel, Dal. 


Abramowicz, N.O. 


Hayes, Dal. 
Warfield, Clev. 


Kelly, Clev. 
Willard, S.F. 
Woodeshick, Phil. 
Hoak, Pitt. 
Sayers, Chi. 


Williams, N.Y. 
Alexander, S.F. 
Davis, Clev. 
Boyd, Balt. 
Lockhart, N.Y. 
Owens, Wash. 


Lothridge, Atl. 
Bragg, Wash. 
Latourette, St.L. 
McNeil, S.F. 
Widby, Dal. 
Baker, Phil. 


Receiving 


No. 
71 


Yds. Avg. TD _ Int. Earl Morrall 


Billy Lothridge 
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Vince with Bart 
Starr. In Green Bay, 
Lombardi had a team 
with the will to win. 


But whether he'll 
be able to handle 
individualists like 
Jurgensen is problem. 


By Hank Sheldon 


T WAS the morning of Vince 

Lombardi’s coming to Washington as 
head coach and general saviour, and 
one of the first items on his agenda for 
that historic day in the nation’s capital 
was an invitation to the Congressional 
prayer breakfast. 

“He’s praying for help already,” 
someone observed. ‘“He’s probably 
seen movies of the Redskin games.” 

Undoubtedly Lombardi 
had and undoubtedly he also is well 
aware of the challenge ahead of him. 

He put it there himself at his 
first press conference when he spelled 
out both his reasons for leaving Green 
Bay and his hopes for Washington in 
these two short sentences: 

“The challenge is to get a 
winning team as quickly as possible. 
The challenge is not in maintaining a 
position, but in attaining it.” 

That challenge, in itself, seemed 
enough for Lombardi to contend with 
because the Redskins have not had a 
winning season since 1955 and hayen’t 
won a division title since 1942. But 
Pro Football Commissioner Pete 
Rozelle added to the scope of the 
challenge. 

“There are two cities which 
mean more to pro football than any of 
the others,” Rozelle said. “One would 
be New York. If New York’s teams are 
successful, everyone assumes that’s the 
way pro football is going throughout 
the country. 

“The state of football in 
Washington also is important, 
obviously, because it is the seat of 
government,” 

So, Lombardi is faced with a 
two-fold challenge -not only building 
the Redskins into a winner, but a big, 
winner that will grab the national 
spotlight, which is just what he 
managed to do when he went north to 
Green Bay a decade ago. 

But while Lombardi will be 
facing virtually the same challenge at 
Washington that he met at Green Bay, 
there are many factors that make his 
new job much more complicated and 
difficult, 

First, both Lombardi himself, 
and some of the players who played 
under him have in the last year or two 
provided an insight into the man in 
books and magazine articles that tends 
to destroy part of the Lombardi 
mystique. 

Second, Washington is not in 
danger of losing its franchise as Green 
Bay was and is not in the state of mind 
that Green Bay was. 

Third, 1969 is not 1959, and the 
years haye deprived Lombardi of some 
of the major weapons he used to take 
the Packers from the league cellar to 
the league throne. 

That is not to say that Lombardi 
can't win with the Redskins. It is to 
say that he will have an extremely 
difficult time duplicating what he 


achieved at Green Bay six division 
titles, five NFL championships and 
victories in the first two Super Bowl 
games during a nine-year reign. 

The biggest factor may haye 
been Lombardi himself, and the image 
of the tyrant he established, as a coach 
who by his very inner strength 
demanded and received victory. 

But Lombardi himself and 
several former players have shaken the 
tree. 

At his first press conference, 
Lombardi himself shook it. Asked if 
he would be the same _ tough 
taskmaster at Washington that he was 
at Green Bay, Lombardi replied: 

“It’s the same old face. I don’t 
think it’s possible to change it. 
Actually, I'm a pretty soft guy. And, 
despite what you think, I can’t walk 
across the Potomac even when it’s 
frozen.” . 

Not a tough guy. Not a 
miracle-maker. Is that the Lombardi 
that was at Green Bay? 

Probably not, says Jerry Kramer, 
who lived football with Lombardi in 
his years with the Packers first 
because Lombardi is not always what 
Lombardi appears to be and second 
because the mystical quality of Green 
Bay will be missing. 

“For all his moods,” Kramer 
says in shaking the legend, “he is a 
very sensitive man who always knows 
when to make up and always makes 
the first gesture. 

“He’ll always win but I have 
doubts he ever will recapture the 
winning mood that we had at Green 
Bay. ’'m not sure what was special 
about our teams. Lombardi used to 
tell us we weren’t smarter than the 
next guy. We weren’t faster. 

“““But you win,’ he said, 
“because you have character.’ 

“JT never really knew how to 
define character. If he meant a 
fondness for each other, he was right. 
We had a common link a hatred for 
the way he drove us. Whether we were 
good because of this link, or because 
he drove us, Pll never know.” 

The answer may be somewhere 
in the magic of Green Bay itself, a 
small town of some 85,000 that really 
has no business having a major league 
sports franchise but by _ sheer 
determination has made itself capable 
of supporting one. 

It is into that aura that 
Lombardi moved after a 1959 season 
in which the Packers had compiled a 
1-10-1 record, The team was bad, and 
it is no secret that Green Bay was in 
danger of losing its franchise. 

That aura cannot be duplicated 
in Washington. The Redskins may bea 
loser, but Washington isn’t. It’s big, it’s 
important—and people go to see the 
Redskins despite their mediocre 
record. 

There is some question, first, 
whether Lombardi’s methods will 
meet with the same type success they 
did at Green Bay in another era. That 


question has been raised by center Bill 
Curry of the Baltimore Colts, who 
played at Green Bay under Lombardi. 

“He coached through fear,” 
Curry says. ‘Most of the Packers were 
afraid of him, of his scoldings and his 
sarcasm. It’s a form of motivation that 
works for some people. But it didn’t 
work for me.” 

Whether that type of motivation 
will work with today’s athletes is a 
question Lombardi will have to find 
out for himself. He already is fully 
aware that the 10 years that have 
elapsed since he joined the Packers 
have deprived him of some key 
weapons. 

When Lombardi went to Green 
Bay he was a virtually unknown coach 
and his credentials as a master 
manipulator were not evident. He 
therefore was able to move quietly 
with few eyes watching. 

In that manner, he was able to 
acquire a Willie Davis from Cleveland 
in exchange for a guy named A. D, 
Williams and a Henry Jordan from 
Baltimore in exchange for a fourth 
draft choice. That’s not possible any 
more. Everyone watches Lombardi 
now. 

“When he first came to Green 
Bay, the trades came easily,” Kramer 
points out. “Now, if he wants to make 
a trade his ability is known and it will 
be very difficult to make a deal. Teams 
will hate to part with any player Vince 
is interested in. 

If building by trading has 
become more difficult, so has building 
by drafting. 

In his first three drafts at Green 
Bay, Lombardi was able to add to the 
Packers such talent as Boyd Dowler, 
Bob Jeter, Herb Adderley, Ron 
Kostelnik and Elijah Pitts. 

But when Lombardi first started 
conducting drafts for Green Bay there 
were only 12 teams in professional 
football. Now there are 26. Lombardi, 
therefore, will only have a shot at 
every 26th best player in the college 
ranks compared to every 12th when he 
was with the Packers. 

In addition, it is generally felt 
that Lombardi’s ability to build 
through drafting futures a maneuver 
that enabled him to grab off a player 
of Donny: Anderson’s stature is one 
of the primary reasons the future draft 
no longer is in existence. 

The changing man, the changing 
place, the changing times all these are 
the challenges faced by Lombardi. 

How will he meet them? 
Undoubtedly the same way he has 
before, with his dynamic personality. 

Kramer, articulate spokesman 
for the Lombardi era, put it this way: 

“He will tell the Redskins that 
he doesn’t intend to be associated with 
a losing team, and they’ll believe him. 
And he’ll tell them to jump, and 
they'll ask: ‘How high and when can 
we come down?’ 

“He will improve the club 
mainly by his presence.” 
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‘STARS OF TOMORROW 


IN FOOTBALL’S GRAB-BAG OF GLORY, IT WON’T BE 0.J. ALL THE WAY 
— NOT IF THESE PRIZE ROOKIES LIVE UP TO THEIR POTENTIAL! 


JIM SEYMOUR TERRY HANRATTY 


RON JOHNSON 


LARRY SMITH 


By Murray Chass 


F IRST the top three rookie prospects in pro football this 
ear. 
. 1. O. J. Simpson 

2. O.J. Simpson 

3. O. J. Simpson 

Well, that might be a slight exaggeration, but to hear 
some people talk, there’s no other rookie in the American 
and National Leagues this year. 

Simpson, of course, holds the spotlight. An 
All-American running back and the 1968 Heisman Trophy 
winner, the Buffalo Bills’ ace from Southern California is 
expected to be the top rookie in 1969. 

But there are other first-year players on the 26 teams, 
and many of them are likely candidates for starting jobs 
and some for stardom. 

In fact, right now, there might even be some 13th 
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JOE GREENE 


we 


GREG COOK 


GEORGE KUNZ 


round draft choice who could emerge as one of the top 
surprises of the season (how about M. H. Simpson, a 
defensive back who was San Diego’s 13th round pick?). 

More likely, however, the top rookies of 1969 will 
come from the higher rounds. And while Simpson is 
conceded offensive honors, the top defensive rookie could 
turn out to be the Kansas City Chiefs’s No. 1 selection, Jim 
Marsalis, a defensive back from Tennessee State. 

The first defensive back ever taken by the Chiefs in 
the first round, Marsalis had only one touchdown pass 
thrown over him in four years at Tennessee State. He 
intercepted 24 passes. 

His greatest collegiate moment, however, came in last 
season’s Blue-Gray all-star game in which he picked off 
three passes, sparking the Grays to a 28-7 victory. 

“Our passing attack never could get off the ground 
with Marsalis around,” said Iowa’s Ray Nagel, coach of the 
Blues. 


Because the Chiefs’ biggest problems were in the 
defensive secondary last year, Marsalis very easily could 
step into a starting cornerback spot. 

Another top defensive back candidate is Roger 
Wehrli, St. Louis’ first choice from the University of 
Missouri. Like Johnny Roland, the Cardinals’ standout 
running back, Wehrli wore No. 23 at Missouri and was a 
brilliant defensive player and kick returner. 

“Roland was bigger and stronger, but he couldnt 
play the pass as well,’’ says Missouri Coach Dan Devine. 
“The big thing with Roger is pride. If he only carried the 
footballs onto the field, he’d do it well.” 

The Cardinals, of course, expect Wehrli to do a lot 
more than carry footballs onto the field. 

At the same time, first year men such as Simpson—O. 
J., not M. H. Leroy Keyes, Ron Johnson and Larry Smith 
likely will be running footballs all over the field. 

Despite his reputation, though, Simpson will have to 
go some to equal the feat of Paul Robinson, the Cincinnati 
rookie who last year became the first rookie in the AFL to 
reach 1,000 yards in rushing. Robinson won the title with 
1,023 yards and was named Rookie of the Year. 

Still, Simpson has some pretty impressive figures to 
back up his reputation. He is the only college player ever to 
reach the 3,000yard mark in rushing in two seasons, and 
last year he set college records with 1,709 yards rushing and 
355 carries. He also scored 22 touchdowns. 

“He’s bigger and stronger and faster than Gale 
Sayers,’ says John McKay, his coach at Southern Cal. 
Comments Oregon State’s Dee Andros: “He’s the finest 
back I’ve seen or been around in 19 years of coaching. A lot 
of kids have the ability to break tackles the way he does, 
but certainly not with that speed.” 

Simpson, of course, is a marked man and will be the 
target of all the defensive linemen and linebackers in the 
league. But at 207 pounds, he can take a lot of punishment 
and should be able to give out quite a bit of it himself. 

‘We plan to use him as a tight running back,” Buffalo 
Coach John Rauch says, ‘‘but we also have formations 
where we can use him as a wingback. We may sometimes 
put him on the outside to take advantage of his running. To 
me, O. J. can do anything. He’s a complete football player 
and can make a difference in games for us.” 

Keys, an All-Ameritan halfback from Purdue, also 
could make a big difference for the lowly Philadelphia 
Eagles, At 6-foot-3, two inches taller than Simpson, Keyes 
ran for 1,003 yards and scored 15 touchdowns last season 
despite a string of injuries. He also sparkled as a defensive 
back. 

‘‘He’s great offensively and just as great defensively,” 
says one of the coaches of the Eagles. ‘““We can use him asa 
man in motion. We can work him into a double wing. We 
can use him for the halfback option pass. He’s our quick 
inside man.” 

Another potent ground threat is Ron Johnson, 
Cleveland’s new running back. At Michigan last year, the 
6-foot-1, 196-pound star ran for 1,391 yards and scored 19 
touchdowns. He completely obliterated Wisconsin, 
rambling for 347 yards and scoring five times. 

With Ernie Green’s knees making him a major 
question mark with the Browns, fullback Johnson could 
step in as Leroy Kelly’s running mate. 

Larry Smith, a powerful running back from Florida, 
could make it big with Los Angeles if he recovers 
sufficiently from a broken foot suffered while boarding a 
plane last March. 

Other highly regarded running back prospects include 
Dallas’ Calvin Hill of Yale, Atlanta’s Paul Gipson of 
Houston, Buffalo’s Bill Enyart- of Oregon State, Kansas 
City’s Ed Podolak of Icwa, Boston’s Carl Garrett of New 


Mexico Highlands, Miami’s Eugene Morris of West Texas 
State, Detroit’s Altie Taylor of Utah State, San Diego’s Ron 
Sayers of Omaha and the New York Jets’ Chris Gilbert of 
Texas. 

Although Enyart is a bruising fullback and could 
combine with O. J. for a potent 1-2 punch in the backfield, 
the Bills also could use him as a linebacker. Gilbert isn’t 
likely to crack the Jets’ starting backfield, but he could 
help fill what probably is the Jets’ biggest weakness a good 
kick return man. 

Sayers, incidentally, is the brother of Gale Sayers of 
the Chicago Bears. 

Moving to the quarterback prospects, the two rookies 
with the best chance of seeing considerable action are Greg 
Cook of Cincinnati and Terry Hanratty of Pittsburgh. 

Hanratty caused somewhat of a stir in the draft when 
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he was not selected until the second round and the Steelers 
finally made him the 30th player selected. Cook and Marty 
Domres, picked by San Diego, had gone before him. 

Apparently, the knee injury Hanratty suffered last 
season was the biggest factor working against him. The 
Steelers, however, had the knee examined and are confident 
he can give Dick Shiner and Kent Nix a battle for the No. 1 
job. 

In displaying his own confidence, the Notre Dame ace 
compares his physical status with that of Joe Namath when 
the Jet star made the transition from Alabama to the AFL. 
Namath, too, had a knee problem that necessitated surgery. 

The Steelers would like Hanratty to carry out the 
comparison after surgery, as well. 

Cook, the first quarterback drafted, goes from 
Cincinnati, the college, to Cincinnati, the Bengals. While 
Paul Brown would prefer to bring Cook around slowly, the 
6-foot-4 passer could step into the starting lineup if John 
Stofa, Dewey Warren and Sam Wyche falter as they did last 
season. 

“We believe this young man is the best quarterback 
prospect in the country,” Brown says. “He has all the 
physical equipment to make it. He showed me a great deal 
of courage when he had to pass under pressure.” 

Cook led the nation’s collegians in total offense in 
1968 with 3,210 yards and was second in passing with 219 
completions in 411 attempts for 3,272 yards and a national 
high of 25 TDs. He set a single game record by passing for 
§54 yards against Ohio University. 

Domres, the second signal-caller selected, nearly had a 
starting job almost automatically, but veteran John Had! 
reconsidered and signed with the Chargers again. Coach Sid 
Gillman now will be able to bring the Columbia star along 
slowly and put him to good future use. 

A couple of other quarterbacks to watch are Onree 
Jackson, Boston’s fifth round selection from Alabama 
A&M, and Jimmy Harris, Buffalo’s eighth round choice 
from Grambling. Both are Negroes who could develop into 
top flight quarterbacks if they are given the opportunity, 
which both clubs say they will get. 

“Jackson, could be the Willie Mays of pro football,” 
says Rommie Loudd; the Patriots’ director of player 
personnel, 

“Harris was the finest college quarterback in the 
nation, bar none,” says Eddie Robinson, his coach at 
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Grambling. 

When it comes to pass receiving, the most outstanding 
prospect is Ron Sellers, Boston’s top choice from Florida 
State. The Patriots need a good wide receiver, and Sellers, 
who led the nation with 86 catches in 1968, should fill the 
need. 

Other wide receiving prospects are Jim Seymour of 
Notre Dame and the Los Angeles Rams, Gene Washington 
of Stanford and the San Francisco 49ers, Eddie Hinton of 
Oklahoma and Baltimore, Jerry Levias of Southern 
Methodist and Houston and Richmond Flowers of 
Tennessee and the Dallas Cowboys. 

Ted Kwalick of Penn State and San Francisco is the 
best looking rookie tight end while Bob Klein of Southern 
California and Los Angeles is another top prospect. 

There are several outstanding rookies among the new 
offensive linemen. 

George Kunz, a 245-pounder from Notre Dame, is a 
vicious blocker and should start for Atlanta at tackle. John 
Shinners, a 255-pound guard from Xavier, Ohio, also should 
start, for New Orleans. 

Then there are the tackles Ohio State has sent into 
the pros. Rufus Mayes, 6-5 and 250, stands a good chance 
of starting for Chicago, and Dave Foley, 6-5 and 255, very 
likely will replace last year’s rookie, Sam Walton, at tackle 
for the New York Jets. 

Defensively, the best looking linemen appear to be 
Joe Greene of North Texas State and Pittsburgh, Bill 
Stanfill of Georgia and Miami, Richie Moore of Villanova 
and Green Bay, Fred Dryer of San Diego State and the New 
York Giants and Art Thoms of Syracuse and Oakland. 

Greene, Moore and Thoms are tackles while Stanfill 
and Dryer are ends. Greene, Stanfill and Dryer have the 
best chances of starting for their teams. 

Leading linebacking candidates are Ron Pritchard of 
Arizona State and Houston and Bab Babich of Miami of 
Ohio and San Diego. 

As good as any of these rookies are supposed to be, 
of course, there’s no guarantee that they’ll make it big. And 
at the opposite end, there’s no way of knowing what low 
draft choice or what free agent might surprise and develop 
into a star. 

That’s why there’s even hope for the Jets’ Fred 
Zirkle, a defensive tackle from Duke who was the 442nd 
and last collegian selected in the draft. 


TED KWALICK 


How the Jets Won the 
Battle for Broadway 


THE NICKEL THAT BECAME MILLIONS ! 


Shea stadium was setting for the plot 
hatched by Werblin, Weeb Ewbank. 


By Phil Seratan 


Joe Namath and his $400,000 
contract have so overshadowed all 
other events in the Battle for 
Broadway that it is an almost 
forgotten fact that the Jets scored 
their first triumph over the Giants a 
year before his arrival on the scene—at 
the cost of only a nickel. 

The strategy revolving around 
that nickel evolved at the end of the 
1963 season when the Jets’ cast of 
plotters-owner Sonny Werblin and 
Coach Weeb Ewbank looked around 
for a way to draw the Giants into the 
start of the struggle for supremacy in 
New York. 

Werblin had purchased the club, 
then known as the Titans, at the end 
of the 1962 season and had spent 
1963 trying to change their image. He 
changed the club’s name and he 
changed the club’s uniforms and then 
he set out to change the aura of 
infallibility surrounding the Giants. 

For Werblin knew that the key 
to survival for the young American 
Football League was the ability of his 
Jets to successfully challenge the 
National Football League’s Giants for 
headline space, fan support and the 
entertainment dollar. 

Werblin was all set to move his 
Jets into new Shea Stadium—which in 
itself would turn out to be a triumph 
of considerable magnitude—but the 
more he thought about it the more he 
figured he needed an immediate way 
to emphasize the battle between the 
Jets and Giants. 


The target Werblin settled on 


The lure was Matt Snell, bought for 
$50,000 and a “lucky” nickel piece. 


was Matt Snell. 

- Snell, a product of Ohio State, 
was no Namath as far as being the 
glamor-star Werblin was seeking, but 
he had certain attributes that made 
him a desirable target—in Werblin’s 
shrewd eyes the most notable being 
that he had been a high school star on 
Long Island and well-known in 
Metropolitan New York. 

And so the Jets made him their 
No. 1 draft choice. The Giants, whose 
needs were different, picked Snell 
further down the list, but by picking 
him had given Werblin just what he 
wanted a reason for a confrontation. 

There was no doubt Werblin and 
the Jets coveted Snell and they let the 
world know it. Finally, Werblin 
dispatched Ewbank to Ohio State to 
talk to Snell and his coach, Woody 
Hayes. 

‘“‘Woody sat in on the 
negotiations,” Ewbank recalls, “and 
recommended Matt take our offer.” 

When it was agreed that 
everything was in order, Hayes 
interrupted for a moment and turned 
to talk to Ewbank. 

“T want everybody to know I 
got paid for helping you sign Matt,” 
Hayes said. “Give me a nickel.” 

“And that’s what I gave Hayes 
for helping me to get the kid who 
became Rookie of the Year in the 
AFL,” says Ewbank, and he laughs 
whenever he recalls the incident. “A 
big, fat five-cent piece.” 

That five-cent piece, and the 
$50,000 that went with it for Snell, 


became the instrument of the Jets’ 
first triumph over the Giants—and how 


important it became in the over-all 
battle should not be lost in all the 
words devoted to Namath. 

But, first, it’s necessary to set 
the entire scene. 

In 1963, when Werblin took 
over the Titans and made them the 
Jets, the Giants were on top of the pro 
football world, the acknowledged 
flagship of the NFL, both because of 
their success and their location. 

If the Giants did well, the 
various news media centered in New 
York hovered around the team and 
transmitted the word across the entire 
country. Therefore, Giant success 
became synonomous with NFL 
success. 

When Werblin came on the N.Y. 
scene, the Giants had 
everything—Yankee Stadium was more 
attractive than the Polo Grounds, 
where the Jets played; Y. A. Tittle still 
commanded the Giant football forces, 
and the Giants still commanded the 
major share of New York’s attention. 

Snell didn’t change that 
situation alone, but he and Shea 
Stadium did provide the platform 
from which Namath would be 
launched. 

For with the move to Shea the 
time was at hand for the Jets. 

The Giants, with wily Y. A. at 
the helm, had compiled an 11-3 record 
in 1963 and there was no reason to 
think that there would be a sudden 
nosedive—nor any reason to believe 
there would be any sensational 
development on the Jets’ side of the 
river. 

But Snell and Shea became the 
reasons. 

Shea provided a backdrop for 
football that far surpassed Yankee 
Stadium, a modern facility easy to 
teach and accessible’ to the new, 
growing areas of the city. 

And so the fans who had 
avoided the Polo Grounds started to 
come to Shea, and when they came 
they finally had something to see for 
Snell ran out of his fullback spot 
effortlessly, gaining 948 yards and 
became AFL Rookie of the Year. 

While that was happening, in 
Queens, across the river in the Bronx, 
disaster hit the Giants. They had won 
six Eastern Division titles between 
1956 and 1963, but when Snell’s 
rookie year was over the Giants had a 
2-10-2 record. 

New York knew it. And the 
news media made sure Chicago knew it 
and Detroit and Des Moines and 
Kansas City and Los Angeles. There 
was another team in New York besides 
the Giants; they were winning games 
and they were winning friends, 

And then came the coup d’etat, 
hard on the heels of that success. That 
season wasn’t even over when the 
name of Joe Namath began to become 
a factor in the struggle the Giants at 
last realized they were in. 

Namath certainly helped the Jets 
win the Battle of Broadway, but don’t 
overlook Matt Snell and Shea Stadium. 
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Doctors affirm that same tenacity which made ee left, 
and Nance superstars, will return them again to football. 


“IT TAKES MORE THAN 
JUST A KNE 


TO RENDER A SUPERSTAR 
HORS DE COMBAT. HERE’S WHY. 


By Mickey Bayer 


HEN it happened to Gale Sayers, everyone knew it 
and they said things like, “What a tough break. It 
shouldn’t happen to such a competitor. How awful.” 

When it happened to Jim Nance, though, very few 
realized it, and those who did really didn’t think much of 
it: They all said things like, “What a bum. What a lazy bum. 
What a fat, lazy bum.” 

As the 1969 season approaches, however, Nance isin 
the same position as Sayers, maybe even worse—and 
possibly because no one realized what he was seeing last 
season. 

Both Nance and Sayers, two of football’s most 
outstanding runners, are coming back from crippling 
injuries, and the Boston Patriots and the Chicago Bears are 
most concerned over whether they'll make it. 

And despite the more dramatic nature of Sayers’ knee 
injury, the Chicago halfback has a better chance of coming 
all the way back than Nance with his bad ankle. 

“JT really don’t know how Jim ever ran on that 
ankle,” Dr. Arthur Pappas says. “It certainly had to kill him 
every step. The ligament was completely torn loose at one 
end and had worked its way into the ankle joint. The 
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cartilage was missing in some areas so that meant it was 
bone crunching against bone.” 

Trouble for Boston’s burly but agile fullback began in 
the last exhibition game in 1968. Early in the second 
quarter against the Philadelphia Eagles Nance took a 
handoff and started toward the line. But he never made it. 
He stepped into a rut at Harvard Stadium, and the ankle 
buckled under him. 

Although he sat out five games altogether and played 
only sparingly in three others during the regular season, 
Nance continued having trouble with the ankle. 

Most people, however, thought only that Nance had a 
bothersome ankle, not one that was deteriorating with each 
carry and with each block. The result was that Nance went 
from being one of the most well liked Patriots to one of the 
least liked. 

The fans booed him freely and unmercifully. They 
accused the 235-pounder of being overweight and various 
other things. Even the people closer to the team. started 
saying things. But with each game the ankle got worse. 

The result was a great drop in production for Nance. 
After the league-leading years in which he ran for 2,674 
yards, Nance gained only 593 yards in 177 carries. 

Sayers, on the other hand, was having his fourth 
consecutive brilliant year—856 yards for a 6.2 
average—when he was struck down November 10 against 
the San Francisco 49ers. It happened four minutes into the 
second quarter, and it happened on a tackle by Kermit 
Alexander, 49er defensive back who considers Sayers the 
greatest athlete he’s known. 

“You have to watch Gale close, and you have to 
guard him close if you’re on his side,” Alexander says, 
explaining the mishap. ““That was how it all happened. His 
guard was so close to Gale I had to submarine him. I had to 
go under-the block. You either do that or the guard runs 
right over you. 


“T had to stop him. The only way was to go low. 
You've got to stop Gale clean, or you don’t.” 

Seeing that he couldn’t get outside, Sayers tried to 
slip inside his blocker, a move he has made so often. Just as 
he planted his right foot, Alexander hit him with a low 
block. The foot didn’t move so the knee took the full force 
of the block. — 

When Dr. Theodore Fox cut into the knee shortly 
afterward, he found that all of the ligaments on the inner 
side of the knee and some of the cartilage had torn away. 

Tt was less than three hours after Sayers was hurt that 
Dr. Fox performed the operation. Why so fast? 

“Tt makes it easier for us to do a better job,” he says. 
“Wait 24 hours after one of these things, and the injury is 
like a bag of mush. It really would be like trying to stitch 
together two bags of cornmeal mush.” 

Actually, because Dr. Fox operated so quickly Sayers 
has a better chance of coming all the way back than Nance. 
The Patriot star wasn’t operated on until late February. 

Why it took so long for everyone concerned to 
diagnose the serious nature of Nance’s ankle injury remains 
a mystery. Obviously, if the exact extent of the injury had 
been determined sooner, surgery could have been 
performed much sooner, and Nance would have had a 
longer recuperative period. 

But while Nance was sitting around waiting for club 
officials to decide what to do, Sayers was busy. He was 
walking two days after the operation, he was out of the 
hospital five days after it and he promptly initiated a 
rebuilding program for the knee. 

At no time since he was able to begin the program has 
he taken it easy while telling himself that the knee couldn’t 
stand rigorous work. For example, he wasn’t supposed to 
start running until March, but two months after surgery he 
admitted, “I’ve jogged through the house, and the leg feels 
good.” 

If it feels good once the season starts, he will owe it 
to the conditioning grind he followed religiously. His daily 
schedule generally went like this: 

Up at 5:30 in the morning for two hours of work—on 
the weight table, on a’stationary bicycle and in a warm bath 
for soaking the knee—before heading to his job with the 
stock brokerage firm of Paine, Weber, Jackson and Curtiss. 

Then in the afternoon, a little time out from the desk 
work for some more knee work at the YMCA, swimming, 
exercising, shooting baskets. Then home for some more 
knee flexing with the weights and 4 couple more miles of 
pedaling on the bike. 

“The young man is amazing, really,” says Dr. Fox, a 
noted orthopedic ‘surgeon and the Bears’ team physician. “I 
was away for a month, and we carefully charted every bit 
of therapy before I left. When I returned and saw him for 
the first time, it was miraculous how strong and normal the 
knee looked. He fellowed our plan to the letter. 

“You can forget the fear that Gale Sayers will never 
be the same.” 

Dr. Fox, who knows Sayers’ knee more intimately 
than Gale or his wife, Linda, is the strongest believer in the 
halfback’s ability to come back to the lofty: level of play 
he’s always known. 

“There is littte anyone can do about an athlete’s 
conscious or even subconscious reaction to an operation 
like this,’ Dr. Fox says. “Some players never get over 
favoring their knees, and this, of course, affects their 
playing. They think about their previous injury. 

“But you can’t stop to think about yourself when 
you're carrying a football. In football, you act reflexively. 
That’s why I’m confident Gale will respond. I have great 
faith in him, that he’ll want to come back stronger than 
ever.” 


Another man close to Sayers who is confident Gale’s 
desire will carry him back to the top is Ed Rozy, the Bears’ 
trainer. 

“The attitude is the thing,” he explains. ‘Willie 
Gallimore had it. Yet even he was apprehensive about 
testing his two bad knees in combat for the first time. Willie 
had both knees operated on. When he came back and got 
hit for the first time and they didn’t crumble under him, 
you could see the confidence start to grow. 

“Then the next thing after that was for him to score. 
Until a guy with a bad knee finally crosses the goal line 
with the football tucked under his arm, he is never really 
going to believe in himself. Willie ran 15 yards for a 
touchdown one day and he was well.” 

There’s no doubt in Rozy’s mind that Sayers will 
quickly follow this pattern and establish himself once again 
as the kind of guy who can spark a team into first place. 
That’s where the Bears were when their superstar got hurt 
last season, but they didn’t stay there for the last five 
games. 

Nance is equally vital to the Patriots’ attack and their 
chances for climbing in the standings. But the severity of 
the ankle injury and the extended period it went through 
before being detected and the lateness of the operation all 
could combine to hamper Nance in his comeback efforts. 

“He will have to move very slowly and with extreme 
caution,” Dr. Pappas warns, “because the surgery was much 
more extensive than had been anticipated.” 

But if the ankle can hold up physically, there’s no 
doubt that Nance can hold up mentally because, like 
Sayers, he has great desire. 

It was that desire—the desire to play pro 
football—that pulled him out of a lethargic first two years 
at Syracuse into a great senior year, and it was that 
desire—the desire to be a star—that helped him go from a 
mediocre rookie year in the American League to the top of 
the rushing class the next two years. 

“The way I like to play ball is to be offensive,” he 
says. “Be offensive and to heck with them and go after that 
goal line. When I did my exercises to strengthen the ankle, I 
didn’t think about the ankle itself. The only thing I thought 
about was the big yearI was going to have.” 

The Bears and the Patriots, meanwhile, wait 
erat to learn just how big a year their injured stars can 

ave. 


Bad day for Bears occurred when the 49ers Alexander 
tackled Sayers. Fierce low block put Sayers on injury list. 


PAUL BROWN: 
Key Man 


Behind The 


Merger 


By Ricky Byrd 


T always has amused Paul Brown’s 

family that their husband and father 
has been pictured as cold and 
calculating. 

It’s not so funny, however, to the 
men he encounters in business. 

Brown’s business is professional 
football, and he is brilliant at it. 

While he was the boss of the 
Cleveland Browns, first in the defunct 
All-American Conference and then the 
tougher NFL, he seldom lost. 

He’s in a less enviable position now 
with the young Cincinnati Bengals, 
and it'll take a little more time before 
the Bengals make their presence 
known. But Brown’s colleagues know 
all too well that he’s back. 

They knew it, last season—his first 
after a five-year absence from the 
game—when he claimed numerous 
players of at least some ability who’d 
been placed on the waived injured list. 

There supposedly had been an 


unwritten gentleman’s agreement that 
one team wouldn’t claim an injured 
player from another, but Brown denies 
any such agreement exists. 

“There’s no such thing as a 
gentleman’s agreement,” he says. “At 
an owners’ meeting in Atlanta I asked 
if there was any such agreement, and 
they denied it. I wanted to make sure 
there were no outside agreements that 
I didn’t know about.” 

So Brown proceeded to claim 
injured players, such as two Denver 
Bronco stars, quarterback Steve Tensi 
and receiver Al Denson, both of whom 
had fractured collarbones. 

“He’s claiming everybody. It makes 
us keep a guy on the roster and take 
up a spot,” an exasperated official of 
one club complained. 

“A lot of people are unhappy,” said 
an executive of another club. “But the 
guy is trying to build a club, and he’s 
doing a job. I can’t blame him. You 
make a lot of people mad along the 
way, but I guess that’s how you have 
to do it.” 

There was something else Brown 
knew he had to do. And by doing it, 
he pulled off one of the major upsets 
of 1969 and emerged as the strongman 
in the AFL. 

What he did was insure the 16-team 
NFL and 10-team AFL would be 
equalized into two 13-team 
conferences for 1970, the year the 
merger agreement takes final effect. 

When the 26 club owners gathered 
in Palm Springs, Cal., last March, 
almost everyone expected them to 
agree to the present 16-10 setup plus 
add some inter-league games for 1970. 

But to Brown, the word realign 
means “to align again or anew, 
especially to make new divisions or 
groupings according to other lines of 
cleavage”. And retaining the 16-10 
setup certainly didn’t fit that 
dictionary definition. 

Brown had completed an eight-page 
study to show why there had to be 
some form of realignment. 

“When we paid our money to get 
into the league,’ Brown’s argument 
went, “we were told we would be in 
the Western Division but not to let 
that bother us because we’d have 
realignment in 1970. We were given a 
document that says there will be 


realignment. That’s how I presented it 


to our owners. 

“And all the people in our league 
thought realignment was the original 
intention. What else did the AFL pay 
$25 million for?” 

Of that $25 million, $18 million 
went to the NFL as indemnity in the 
merger and the other $7 million was 


the price the Bengals paid to come 
into existence. That sum, too, went to 
the NFL. 

Thus Brown was adamant in his 
stand that the AFL should achieve 
parity, particularly parity in numbers. 

“If one league has 16 teams and the 
other 10 teams,” he says, “the league 
with 16 teams is going to take in a lot 
more players each year than the league 
with 10 teams. Our prestige would be 
reckoned on how we do, and just from 
a numerical standpoint we would have 
been in an underdog position with 
only 10 teams. 

“For example, which All-Star team 
would have a better chance of 
winning—the team with 16 teams to 
draw from or the team that has 10 
teams to choose from?” 

Brown was so convincing that he 
turned the entire picture around. First 
he convinced the other AFL owners to 
unite solidly to gain parity from the 
NFL. Then the AFL owners convinced 
the NFL the 16-10 setup was dead. 

It took three rounds of meetings, 
one in Palm Springs and two in New 
York, including a nonstop 36-hour 
session, but Brown got what he 
wanted. In fact, he got even more than 
that. 

He would have been satisfied with 
two 13-team Conferences, but with 
that he also got the Cleveland Browns 
in his division, 

Brown coached the Browns (they’re 
named for him) from their creation in 
1946 until 1963, when he was fired by 
present owner, Art Modell. Since 
Brown returned to the game last year, 
he has been eager to meet the Browns. 

Starting next year, the Bengals and 
the Browns will play a home-and-home 
series each year. That division also has 
the Pittsburgh Steelers, with whom 
Brown had a good rivalry when they 
both were in the NFL. The third NFL 
team to move to the AFL was 
Baltimore, the league’s defending 
champion. 

“I’m a NFLer at heart,” says 
Brown, who won seven conference 
crowns and three league titles in 13 
years in the league. “I can’t blame 
them for wanting to keep the nice 
little arrangement they have. But they 
made a contract and it had to be 
fulfilled.” 

Brown made the move to get back 
into pro football because his life 
wasn’t fulfilled. 

“T felt I was wasting my existence,” 
says Brown. “I had a strong desire to 
become alive again. It was a move to 
enjoy my life.” 

And make everyone else’s 
miserable? 
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By Jim Stanley 


“[ERERE may be no better illustration of the paradox that 
is John Brodie than the incident that took place just 
after the San Francisco quarterback became the world’s 
highest paid pro football player. 

One of the main targets in the AFL’s raid on NFL 
quarterbacks during the hottest days of their 
not-too-long-ago war, Brodie had just maneuvered himself 
into a $1. million contract. 

It was natural, then, that Brodie and his contract be 
the subject of considerable discussion that summer in 1966 
when the pro football training camps opened. 

And that’s exactly what took place at the San Diego 
camp as groups of players mulled over the reported terms 
of Brodie’s contract—$915,000 plus $75,000 in lawyer’s 
fees to be paid over 10 years, the bulk by the 49ers and the 
rest by every club in pro football. 

Charger Coach Sid Gillman, overhearing the Brodie 
talk in one group, responded sharply: 

“JT just wish the 49ers would tell John Brodie to jump 


pre gies 


When Brodie’s right, there are 
few can top him for spiralling 
passes that are dead on target. 


into the Bay. He’s just an average, mdybe a little better than 
average, quarterback. That’s all he is.” 


“Maybe,” a player retorted when Gillman had walked 


out of ear-shot, “Sid Gillman is bitter because part of John 
Brodie’s salary is coming out of his club’s pocket.” 


And in the three years since that little exchange took 


place the question of whether John Brodie, quarterback, is 
overrated or underrated still begs for an answer—but may 
forever be hidden in that huge contract that made Joe 
Namath look like 2 pauper. 


For this contract has made people color John Brodie 


either black or white. There are rio grays. The contract 
doesn’t allow them. It singles Brodie out. 


Brodie actually was singled out by Al Davis, now the 
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Despite impressive yardage totals against teams like the 
N.Y. Giants, he has yet to rate with Starr and Unitas. 


managing general partner of the Oakland Raiders but in 
1966, before the merger, the commissioner of the American 
Football League and the strategist behind the AFL’s 
get-the-guarterback campaign. 

In trying to win the war between the two leagues, 
Davis decided to raid the NFL’s quarterbacks, offering 
them, through various AFL clubs, huge contracts if they 
would agree to play with the AFL after playing out their 
options with their NFL clubs. 

Brodie became the target of the Houston Oilers, who 
apparently put enough on paper to make the whole subject 
a major problem for pro football when the AFL and NFI 
agreed té merge shortly after Brodie had been contacted. 

Brodie, meanwhile went to Hawaii and sunned 
himself on the beach while his lawyers insisted that 
someone honor the committments made to the 49er 
quarterback, even though the war between the leagues had 
ended.- 

They ultimately were honored Brodie went back to 
the 49ers—and the world waited. It waited for Brodie, who 
looked like a million dollars and who was getting paid a 
million dollars, to produce like a million dollars. 

But that didn’t happen. 

Brodie, despite being a picture-passer who draws raves 
with his form, had drawn boos because of his inability to 
make the 49ers a championship club. 

“} think I’m intelligent enough to realize why people 
boo,” Brodie says. “They’re entitled to. Actually, I don’t 
hear too much of it during a game, although some of it gets 
through. When I’m taken on in public, then it gets 
somewhat personal and I don’t appreciate that.” 

Brodie has far less understanding, and far less 
appreciation, of newspaper estimates of his talents. 

“Those guys who are always rating quarterbacks in 
the papers, what do they know?” Brodie asks. “I guess you 
are never known as a great quarterback unless you win a 
championship. But there are a lot of things that happen 
that the public doesn’t know about or understand. 

“J think statistics are fairly indicative of a 
quarterback or anybody else over a period of years.” 

What then do the statistics tell us about Brodie? Once 
again, that he is a paradox. 

Brodie, who gained 3,020 yards last season, is one of 
only seven passers to throw for more than 20,000 yards 
during his NFL career. Through the 1968 season, he had 
amassed 21,529 yards on 1,676 completions in 3,075 
attempts. 

That kind of performance, of course, depends on 
partly on longevity, but longevity also depends on talent. A 
quarterback doesn’t amass that much yardage unless 
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someone thinks he is good enough to be a first string 
signal-caller. 

But, despite his impressive totals, Brodie is not among 
the Top NFL passers on a lifetime basis. The ranks include 
John Unitas, Sonny Jurgensen, Bart Starr, Y. A. Tittle, 
Fran Tarkenton, Norm Van Brocklin, Frank Ryan, Otto 
Graham, Sammy Baugh and Don Meredith. 

Still, the main rap against Brodie is that he has not 
been able to bring the 49ers home a winner. But neither did 
Tittle when he was with the club and several of Brodie’s 
contemporaries in the Top 10—Jurgensen, Tarkenton and 
Meredith—never have been with NFL championship team. 

The statistics also tell a confusing story. But that’s 
always been the John Brodie story. 

When he’s right there are none better—his passes 
always spiral, always are on target. On the other hand, it is 
a fact that he tends to be inconsistent—and that is either 
the mark of a passer with deficiencies or a passer running a 
team that has deficiencies. 

The 49ers have had them. They also have been 
unfortunate enough to play in the same division with 
Baltimore and Los Angeles, a fact which would tend to 
emphasize Brodie’s problem in bringing San Francisco a 
title. 

So the jury still is looking for more evidence before 
bringing in a verdict on Brodie—and it’s more than likely 
that 1969 will provide the facts on which the case 
ultimately will be resolved. 

Providing he can again turn back the challenges.being 
made by George Mira and Steve Spurrier, the two young 
quarterbacks who have been riding the bench most of the 
time, Brodie will be out there on center stage in a bigger 
spotlight than ever before. 

With Dick Nolan back for another term as head 
coach, the 49ers should have a stronger, more consistent 
defense that will give the ball to Brodie more often. And 
Brodie will have more offensive weapons at his command 
than in the past. 

The 49ers, who lost Dave Parks to New Orleans, came 
up with a standout wide receiver last year in Clifton 
McNeil, who would up leading the NFL in pass-catching. 
Then they went out in the draft and added to Brodie’s 
targets. 

The No. 1 selection was Ted Kwalick, the Penn State 
tight end considered by many scouts to be as outstanding a 
pro candidate at his position as O. J. Simpson was at 
running back. And they went for still another receiver, 
Gene Washington of Stanford, with another first-round 
choice. 

In addition, the 49ers think they may have found the 
breakaway running threat needed to complement Ken 
Willard in either Gene Moore of Occidential or Jim Thomas 
of Arlington State. 

Ask Brodie what’s the most vital tool for a successful 
quarterback and he says: 

“Concentration. The ability to utilize on Sunday all 
that’s been discussed the last five days. If there is something 
on my mind on Sunday I try to eliminate it.” 

Three years now have passed since Brodie signed his 
$1 million contract and the weight of carrying it 
around—trying to justify what has no way of justifying—has 
lessened considerably. 

It should aid his concentration. 

So John Brodie will have the proper atmosphere in 
which to concentrate and he will have an arsenal at his 
command that should be strong enough to enable the 49ers 
to challenge the Rams and the Colts. And he will be on trial 
again. 

The jury is waiting. 
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The inside on those surprise changes. 
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Skins Otto Graham had two years to go 
but was replaced by Vince Lombardi. 


By Ernie Salvatore 


HERE hasn’t been a more 

turbulent year among the hierarchy 
of the National Football League than 
1969. The league’s moguls still hadn’t 
recovered from the Colts ignominious 
defeat by the N.Y. Jets in the Super 
Bowl when rumblings within the NFL 
itself began to take place. 

The first occurred in Los Angeles. 
In a surprise move, Ram owner Dan 
Reeves fired his head coach George 
Allen. The action not only caught 
Allen by surprise, but also the players. 
Allen was shocked, almost to the point 
of tears. He had guided the Rams’ 
fortunes for four years and succeeded 
in lifting them from mediocrity to an 
established power in the league. 

Reeves’ reason for dismissing Allen 
was that the two had a lack of 
communication during the 1968 
season. He disclosed that he had only 
two or three meetings with Allen and 
that certainly wasn’t a way to operate 
a multi-million dollar franchise. 

A few days after Allen’s dismissal, 
the players reacted. Led by all-pro end 
Deacon Jones, they publicly stated 
that they were unhappy at the turn of 
events and wouldn’t play for the Rams 
in 1969 unless Allen was reinstated. 
The group numbered 16 players, 


Fired from Rams, coach George Allen 
was rehired when his players revolted. 


enough to create chaos. 

Two weeks later, Reeves relented. 
In an unprecedented move, he rehired 
Allen. The coach eagerly came back 
and now everything is supposed to be 
happy in L.A. Whether front-office 
politics will spill over onto the playing 
field is a matter to worry about. The 
Rams are strong contenders to win 
their division but could be torn apart 
by off-field bickering. 

Other rumblings were heard, 
namely in the East. Financially 
strapped owner of the Philadelphia 
Eagles, Jerry Wolman, lost his club in 
bankruptcy court, with trucking 
tycoon Leonard Tose purchasing the 
team for over $16,000,000. 

Tose immediately began to rid the 
Eagles’ roost of old feathers as the 
club was under severe criticism from 
the press and fans all last season. Tose 
fired general manager-coach Joe 
Kuharich although he had 10 years 
remaining on a 15-year contract. Tose 
will honor Kuharich’s old contract by 
paying him $49,000 a year anyway! 

In a popular move, Tose hired Pete 
Retzlaff, a former Eagle hero as 
general manager. He gave Retzlaff 
complete charge of the operation 
designed to restore the fans’ 
confidence and build the Eagles into a 
winner, Retzlaff didn’t wait long to 
move in that direction. He reached up 
into Canada and hired Jerry Williams, 
a former Eagle player and assistant 
coach as head coach. 

In Washington, where Richard 
Nixon was ushered in as President and 
Ted Williams as manager of the 
Senators, the Redskins topped them 
all by naming Vince Lombardi as head 
coach and general manager. Only a 
year before Lombardi, a legend in 
Green Bay, had retired from coaching 
and devoted his time to his duties as 
general manager of the Packers. 

Washington owner Bennett Williams 
pulled off the biggest play of the year 
in acquiring Lombardi. He had to 
persuade the Green Bay board of 
directors to release Lombardi from a 
long-term contract that prevented him 
from coaching another club. The key 
was the fact that Lombardi was given 
part ownership of the Redskins, 
maybe only 10% but ownership statis 
nevertheless. Lost in all the excitement 


of Lombardi’s move to Washington 
was former Redskin coach Otto 
Graham, who still had two years to go 
on his contract. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers also got a 
new coach although without the- 
fanfare of a Lombardi. The Steelers 
obtained a good one in Chuck Noll 
who had been the defensive coach of 
the champion Colts. He replaced Bill 
Austin who had been a Lombardi aide 
at Green Bay before taking over at 
Pittsburgh in 1966. 

Maybe he was still incensed at 
losing to the Jets in the Super Bowl or 
the fact that his club will be in the 
American Conference in 1970, that 
prompted Baltimore owner Carroll 
Rosenbloom to blast officials of the 
city with regard to Memorial Stadium. 

Rosenbloom threatened to build his 
own stadium and while he was waiting 
for it to be completed, play his home 
games in other cities, specifically 


‘naming Washington and Philadelphia. 


Those who know Rosenbloom realize 
that he doesn’t make idle threats. 

Rosenbloom was upset with the 
conditions of Memorial Stadium. He 
has waited for three years for the city 
to improve the Stadium and they 
hayen’t done so. 

“T can’t allow our fans to have to 
use those filthy facilities any more,” 
screamed Rosenbloom. He also said he 
wanted the rest rooms cleaned, the 
food and drink concessionaire 
changed, more comfortable seats 
installed and a synthetic playing turf. 

Meanwhile, Commissioner Pete 
Rozelle had enough league business to 
concern himself with. He succeeded in 
transferring Cleveland, Baltimore and 
Pittsburgh to the American 
Conference for 1970 to complete the 
merger agreed upon four years ago. 

However, for the 1969 season, 
Rozelle had to make some changes, 
namely in the divisional set-up of the 


NPL. He switched the Giants from the 
Capitol Division to the Century. This 
was done to accomodate the Century 
club owners who claimed that they 
were losing yaluable gate and television 
teyenue by not appearing in New 
York, Rozelle eased the tension for 
this season, but will have his hands full 
when the merger really goes into effect 
in 1970. 
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Dan Reeves Bob Hayes 


F the Dallas Cowboys learn to concentrate on each game 

as it comes up they might finally corral the big football 
prize this year. That’s Tom Landry’s thinking, and he has 
the evidence. 

Last year, he openly admits, he had the finest 
Cowboy team he’s ever coached, and he’s coached ’em all 
since they were born into the NFL nine years ago. It won 
more games, lost fewer, led the NFL in 15 offensive and 
eight defensive departments and yet, despite a second 
straight Capitol Division title, failed to repeat as Eastern 
champions. 

How come? Worry or distractions about outside 
factors, Landry reasons. A football team should never think 
about who is the favorite, or what the various consequences 
are about a particular game, the way he sees it. What they 
have to concentrate on is the actual game itself, and the 
game plan. Nothing else. 

Twice last year the Cowboys let their minds wander. 
First time was against the Giants in the Cotton Bowl. 
Result? The Giants took home a stunning, 27-21 upset 
victory. Second time was against Cleveland in the Eastern 
playoffs. Result? The Browns exploded in the third quarter 
and breezed, 31-20. 

When they played the Giants, the Cowboys were 
lulled into a feeling of false security. The New Yorkers 
went into the game slowed by injuries that had cost them 
three of their last four games. When they played the 
Browns the Cowboys were thinking about the Colts who 
had qualified for the NFL playoffs the day before. 

Not this year. Landry has vowed that the games will 
be played exactly one at a time, trite as it may sound. 
You’ve got to believe him. 

“Last year was the first real good football team we’ve 
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DALLAS COWBOYS 


If theycan ride herd on foes, they‘Il drive to a win. 


Giants’ Ken Avery invites Dallas back Les Shy to take trip. 
‘oe |: P 7 re) 


had in Dallas,” he says. “We were better prepared than 
we've ever been. Still, we didn’t quite make it. Well, this 
year we'll be even better.” 

That means the Cowboys are plain loaded, so much 
so that of the five seasoned players coming off the injury 
list two who were regulars prior to their injuries are going 
to camp as No. 2 men. A third played the season despite his 
injury and then underwent sirgery. The other two were 
valuable reserves. 

The ex-first stringers are running back Dan Reeves, 
whose knee injury opened the door for Craig Baynham to 
gain 438 yards rushing, and defensive left end Willie 
Townes who missed over half the season with a bad leg and 
allowed Larry Cole to step in. Jethro Pugh is the defensive 
tackle who played despite a bad leg. The other returnees are 
guard Leon Donahue and defensive tackle Rayfield Wright. 

Landry is happy they’re all healthy again. But he 
regards their return as just adding to the competitiveness 
there will be for all jobs this year. Every regular has a sound 
backup man. Quarterback Don Meredith, the No. 2 NFL 
passer last year, has Craig Morton closing in. Running backs 
Don Perkins and Baynham have Reeves, Les Shy, Walt 
Garrison, and No. 1 draft pick Calvin Hill of Yale. 

The receivers—Bob Hayes, Lance Rentzel, Pettis 
Norman and Pete Gent—have been bolstered even more by 
the acquisition of Mike Ditka and No. 2 draftee Richmond 
Flowers. The great offensive line is intact with Tony Liscio, 
Ralph Neely, John Niland, John Wilbur, and Malcolm 
Walker plus two solid reserves. The defensive platoon is 
experienced at all posts, and five college linebackers were 
drafted to build up insurance there. 

Landry says, “We'll be even better this year.” 

He may be right. 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


They feel they’re ready to come marching in=to big money. 


‘THE Saints feel they’re ready to start marching in the 

NFL for real. Having served a successful two-year 
“apprenticeship”, these darlings of the Bayou now present 
a very promising blend of youth, experience and improving 
depth. 

There’s only one drawback, and Coach Tom Fears 
discusses it frankly. 

“We’re back in the Capitol Division,” he says. “And, I 
consider it the toughest of the two. We should know. We’ve 
played in both.” 

When the NFL divided its Eastern and Western 
conferences into two four-team divisions each, the New 
York Giants and the Saints were designated as shuttle teams 
in the East, to alternate divisions until the 1970 NFL-AFL 
merger. This was to meet complaints of old, established 
Eastern teams who disliked losing the old yearly 
home-and-home dates with New York under the new setup. 

In the Capitol Division, Fears reasons, his team must 
play Dallas, Washington, and Philadelphia twice. He rates 
the Cowboys the best in fhe NFL, and the Redskins the 
new darkhorse with his old boss, Vince Lombardi, at the 
helm. Otherwise he, his aides, and the players are viewing 
’69 with great anticipation. 

They finished third in the Century Division last year 
with the grab-bag personnel all new expansion teams have. 
Now that personnel has stabilzed itself still more, been 
weeded out, and reenforced in the bargain. 

Three weaknesses have to be corrected—depth, 
offensive blocking, and the defensive line’s lack of 
aggressiveness. Fears believes he’s on the right track in all 
cases. : 
Bill Kilmer is the quarterback, and a good one. The 
backup job is the big issue: Returnees Karl Sweetan and 
Barry South weren’t wholly satisfactory last year. Rookie 
Edd Hargett of Tennessee, therefore, looks like the heir 
apparent. 

Don McCall heads a corps of good running backs. The 
ex-Southern Cal star finished 11th last year with 637 yards 
in 155 trips. Either Tony Lorick or Tony Baker will be his 
running partner. Tom Barrington is also in the picture. 

The receivers are top grade. The flanker is Dan 
Abramowicz, No. 4 in the NFL last year with 54 catches 
for 890 yards. He has no challengers. Monty Stickles and 
Jim Hester are the leading tight end candidates. Dave Parks, 
the ex-49er who missed a great deal of action in ’68 with a 
serious hamstring pull, has split end all to himself. 

Outstanding young prospects include Dick 
Szynakowski, Ray Poage, and Sam Harris. 

Fears is counting on stronger performances this year 
from his interior linemen. They didn’t contain defensive 
pressure well enough a year ago. But they did improve. The 
tackles are Jerry Sturm and Jerry Jones; the guards, Jake 
Kupp and Del Williams, the center, Joe Wendryhoski. Kupp 
and Williams, incidentally, will have to fight off a challenge 
from John Shinners of Xavier of Cincinnati, the No. 1 draft 
choice. 

The defense was a major reason why the Saints 


posted a 4-9-1 mark last season. Defensive end Doug 
Atkins, belying his 38 years, and safety Dave Whitsell, 
belying his 33, were the bulwarks. Atkins missed the last 
three games with a broken leg. 

The unit was a terror on enemy passers. It held them 
to a league low completion percentage of 41.8. But, it 
wasn’t too good against the rush. This figures to improve, 
however, with Atkins and Brian Schweda on the flanks, 
Mike Tilleman and Bob Rowe inside, and all three 
linebackers fully recovered from leg surgery which slowed 
them in ’68. The latter three are Ted Davis, John Brewer, 
and Steve Stonebreaker. 

Whitsell heads the secondary alongside Bo Burris and 
behind John Douglas and Gene Howard at the corners. 
Relief will again come from Elbert Kimbrough and Ross 
Fichtner. The Saints look like a Capitol Division third. 


Shadowy Steeler moves in on Saints’ Parks on 37 yard line. 


Don McCall Dave Whitsell 
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Doug Atkins Bill Kilmer 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


Despite Big Chief Vince, they’re not geared for scalping. 


INCE Lombardi exhibited his power of positive 

thinking in his first press conference last February as the 
new head coach and executive vice-president of the 
Washington Redskins. 

“I hope to be a winner the first year,” said Vince. 

Because the Redskins haven’t had a winning season 
since 1955, that statement shows just how positive 
Lombardi is. After all, he inherited a similar situation at 
Green Bay. The dynasty he established there is now legend. 

With the Redskins Lombardi, who found one year as 
a plain general manager away from coaching in Green Bay a 
purgatory, has a team much more stocked in talent than his 
first Packer club. He has Sonny Jurgensen as his 
quarterback for a starter, and when you have someone of 
Sonny’s caliber you’re already ahead of the game. 

Lombardi considers Jurgy, pro football’s second 
leading lifetime passer, as the main cog on the Redskins. 

“He’s a fine and intelligent quarterback,” he said. 

Joining Jurgensen on the offensive platoon are such 
proven stars as split end Charley Taylor, tight end Jackie 
Smith, and flanker Bobby Mitchell—a pass reception trio 
which finished among the top four in ’66 and °67. 

Last year Otto Graham, in a bid to improve the 
team’s running game, switched Mitchell to a running back, 
Smith to flanker, and installed Pat Richter at tight end. It 
didn’t work. Injuries to a flock of regulars complicated the 
problem—particularly since Jurgensen and Jim Ninowski, 
his backup quarterback, were among those hurt. 

One of Lombardi’s early decisions, however, was to 
restore the “big three” to their former alignment. He also 
said that Gary Beban, the 1967 Heisman Trophy winner at 
UCLA, would be strictly a quarterback. Graham tried to 
make him a running back last year, again with poor results. 

No rap against Otto. Washington had a shortage of 
runners last year, and still does. 

At the close of last season, when the Skins finished 
5-9 and third in the Capitol Division, rookie Bob Brunet 
and second-year man Pete Larson were the starters. Both 
are back along with Gerry Allen, the leading ground gainer 
with just 399 yards. Also available are Steve Thurlow, who 
missed the last eight games and was slowed by injuries for 
the second straight year, A. D. Whitfield, the team rushing 
leader in 66 and ’67, and Ray McDonald, the No. 1 draft 
choice in °67 and another injury victim. Rookie candidates 
are Jeff Anderson of Virginia, and Larry Brown of Kansas 
State. 

The offensive line, Lombardi feels, is good. It’s 
anchored by Len Hauss at center. John Wooten, Ray 
Schoenke, and Vince Promuto are the guards; Mitch 
Johnson, Jim Snowden, and Walt Rock the tackles. 
Johnson, Promuto, and Schoenke all suffered injuries last 
year necessitating several shuffles between guard and tackle 
positions. Also available this year will be swing tackle Don 
Bandy, rookie tackle Fred Washington, and backup center 
Dave Crossan. 
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Significantly, the first two moves Lombardi made 
were aimed at helping the defense, one of the poorer ones 
last year. He induced former All-Pro middle linebacker Sam 
Huff to end a one year retirement; and, then made a trade 
with his old club, the Packers, that brought safety Tom 
Brown back to his home town. 

A pair of’ nine-year veterans head the returning 
defensive front four—right end Carl Kammerer, and right 
tackle Joe Rutgens. Spain Musgrove and Walt Barnes shared 
left end last year and are back along with rookie tackle 
Frank Bosch. Barnes can also play tackle. Top rookie 
prospect is Eric Norri of Notre Dame. 

Huff will have plenty of linebackers to work with. 
Candidates for his old middle spot are Jim Carroll and Ed 
Breding. Carroll, however, may switch to the left side. 
All-Pro Chris Hanburger will play the right side. 

Last year’s secondary, which included Brig Owens, 
Jim Smith, and Pat Fischer, came into its own at season’s 
end. Owens, in fact, tied for third in interceptions. 

The Redskins may not collect a lot of scalps but 
they'll be in there fighting. 


Charlie Taylor 


Joe Rutgens Sonny Jurgensen 


Bobby Mitchell turns corner, runs up yardage against Rams. 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Winging into third in Capitol Division will be an improvement. 


F RANKLIN Field has to look different this year. There 
won't be any placards demanding the ouster of Joe 
Kuharich. 

Kuharich, the embattled general manager and head 
coach, was the first victim of the incoming Leonard Tose 
regime. Tose, a trucking tycoon, had purchased the Eagles 
conditionally from Jerry Wolman for $16.1 million. A May 
1 deadline had been set by a bankruptcy court for Wolman 
to meet the flock of creditors who had been demanding 
their money; otherwise the Eagles’ sale would go through. 
Wolman lost out. 

Tose then lost no time axing Kuharich. It was a move 
he had to make. Joe was under fire from the newspapers 
and from thousands of fans, too, for most of the past two 
seasons. The more inept his Eagles got, the more the 
criticism increased. And, the more the criticism increased, 
the more inept the Eagles got. 

“Tt was a vicious-circle kind of thing,” an old hand 
under Joe K. said. “It kept going round and round. Too 
bad, too. We weren’t that bad a ball club. Things started to 
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In mud but not muddled, Eagles’ Haymond eludes Lion tackle. 


go bad early, and it took a long time to get straightened 
out. But we were playing darned good football at the end. I 
hope the momentum carries over for the new people.” 

The “new people” are Pete Retzlaff, general manager 
and Terry Williams, head coach, They’ve been promised a 
free hand by Tose who describes himself simply as “a sports 
nut”. 

There really isn’t much tinkering they can do with 
the club this year. It was pretty well set late last season 
when the Eagles won two of their last three games, and 
played the Minnesota Vikings, winners of the Central title, 
to a tight 24-17 decision before losing in the finale. 

Norm Snead is the No. 1 quarterback, with relief 
from John Huarte. Snead missed all five pre-season games 
and the first three in the regular season when he broke his 
leg on the first play of the Eagles’ first exhibition game last 
August. Yet, he had a 52.2 completion percentage! 

Tom Woodeshick will supply most of the running 
game from fullback, but now he’ll have Leroy Keyes, the 
Purdue All—American, as a running mate. And this figures 
to help the entire offense. Keyes can do it all—run, catch 
passes, throw passes, block and even take a turn in the 
defensive secondary when things get sticky. 

Woodeshick rushed for 947 yards last year to finish 
third in the NFL. He had another 328 on 36 receptions. 
Keyes, in three years at Purdue, gained 2,090 yards rushing, 
another 1,204 on 80 pass receptions, and scored 37 
touchdowns. He completed 12 of 22 passes on option plays 
for 187 more yards and seven touchdowns. 

With Keyes and Woodeschick lining up behind Snead, 
Ben Hawkins at flanker and Gary Ballman at split end, 
enemy defenses won’t be able to cheat as much on the 
Eagles this year. Hawkins was the Eagles No. 1 receiver last 
year with 42 catches for 707 yards. Tight end Fred Hill and 
Ballman added 30 apiece. A year ago the Eagles were only 
14th in rushing and 13th in passing. They'll do better in 
69. 

The offensive line will have to do a better job, of 
course. But revived morale should help tackle Lane Howell, 
guards Dick Hart and Mark Nordquist, and centers Mike 
Evans or Gene Ceppetelli. 

The Eagles made a big off-season trade with Los 
Angeles. They sent tackle Bob Brown and defensive back 
Jim Nettles to the Rams for guard Don Chuy, tackle Joe 
Carollo and defensive back Irv Cross, a former Eagle. 

The defense got a good year-out of end Tim 
Rossavich and Mel Tom, middle linebacker Dave Lloyd, and 
safety Joe Scarpati. They'll form the nucleus again this 
season. 

Besides Keyes, other outstanding draft picks were 
linebacker-defensive end Ernest Callaway of Texas 
Southern, defensive back Bill Bradley of Texas, offensive 
guards Bob Kuechenberg of Notre Dame and Jim Anderson 
of Missouri. The Eagles have a shot at third in the Capitol 
and, that’s a big improvement over ’68. 
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wear a difference a year makes. A tremendous 
difference indeed to the Cleveland Browns. 

Last year theye headed into camp beset with 
problems. More were added when the season began. 
Remarkably, Blanton Collier, the head coach Paul Brown 
once said had the best football mind in the country, kept 
making the correct counter-moves and the Browns went on 
to win the Century and Eastern titles. 

This year the Browns and Collier are practically 
worry-free. There is no racial flareup to quell. Ross 
Fichtner and John Wooten are long gone. Bill Nelsen is 
firmly established as the No. 1 quarterback. Gary Collins 
and Eppy Barney have recovered from injuries which 
weakened the flankerback position for much of ’68. 
Defensive end Bill Glass is also off the injury list, thirsting 
to wrest his old job back from Jack Gregory. Only Ernie 
Green remains a question mark. 

Admittedly, that’s quite a question mark. Green 
injured a knee in an exhibition game last August and never 
fully recovered. Charlie Leigh and Charlie Harraway did 
yeoman work as his replacements, but neither could 
measure up to Green’s great blocking. Green underwent 
surgery during the off-season and talked abdut retiring. 

With a healthy Green in the backfield plus Collins and 
Barney working at flanker the Browns will have one of the 
NFL’s most potent attacks. Without them at various times a 
year ago they still had the best passing record, and the third 
best rushing mark. For passing Nelsen, who replaced Frank 
Ryan as a starter in the fourth game, used split end Paul 
Warfield and tight end Milt Morin as his primary targets. 
Leroy Kelly, the incomparable runner who won the rushing 
title, provided the big punch overland ‘with 1,230 yards and 
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CLEVELAND BROWNS 


Last season’s worries over, they should lead the division. 


Even ref looks startled as ball is jarred from Milt Morin. 
Warfield retrieved it, though, to take it in for touchdown. 


16 touchdowns. He was also a dependable secondary 
receiver with 22 catches for another four touchdowns. 

Unlike Ryan, who never quite regained his winning 
touch after going through an injury-plagued season in 68, 
Nelsen used a more versatile approach. As a play-mixer 
Nelsen was. masterful. 

Aerially, Bill completed 152 of 293 passes for 2,366 
yards and 19 touchdowns. Warfield caught 50 for 1,067 
and a league-leading 12 touchdowns. Morin, with Collins 
and Barney injured, caught a career-high 43 for 792 yards 
and five scores. 

Now, this is the “set” cast the Browns are counting 
on again this year: Nelsen running the show at quarterback 
with Kelly, Green (hopefully), Harraway and Leigh as his 
backs, and Collins, Barney, Warfield, and Morin as his 
receivers. There’s plenty of depth there. 

The offensive line will be unchanged with Dick 
Schaefrath and Monte Clark, 11-year veterans, at the 
tackles; second-year man John Demarie and Gene 
Hickerson at the guards, and Fred Hoaglin at center for his 
fourth year. Charles (Chip) Glass, a Florida rookie, may 
work in as a flanker. 

The defense started shakily a year ago, too. A trade 
with Washington for Ron Snidow stabilized one end 
position, however, and Jack Gregory did likewise at the 
other when Glass was hurt. Once jelled, the defense went 
on to become the scourge of enemy passers with 32 
interceptions, the league high. 

This year Walter Johnson, Jim Kanicki, Marvin 
Upshaw and Bill Sabbatino will provide tackle depth. 

The Browns look like repeaters in the Century 
Division. 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


With Charley Johnson back, the big think is “Super Bowl.” 


OR quite a spell now the law of averages had been 
insisting that the St. Louis Cardinals are going to win a 
championship—any championship, even .one at the 
divisional level. But Lady Luck just hasn’t been paying 
attention. Instead, she kept turning her back on the 
Cardinals at critical moments, and leaving them as also-rans. 
Injuries to Charley Johnson, their brilliant 
quarterback, cost them post-season money in 65 and ’66. 
Johnson’s call-up by the Army, more injuries, and squad 
dissension with racial overtones, aborted their bids in °67 
and °68. 

But, there was a significant difference last year. 
Instead of a fast start and slow finish the Cardinals did it 
the other way around. Their defense almost totally 
revamped, they stumbled out of the starting gate and lost 
three of their first four.games. Then, the Cardinals rallied 
and staged a blazing 8-1-1 finish. 

Included were two straight victories over the Browns 
and a 5-0-1 record against all Century Division opponents. 
At season’s end the Cards, combining a sound offense with 
a remarkably improved defense, were playing the best 
football in the NFL. And, they finished only one-half game 
behind the Browns, the divisional winners. 

This year the Cardinals are convinced they’re going all 
the way at last—and that means the Super Bowl. Head 
Coach Charley Winner is counting on several factors. First, 
there’s the carry-over momentum from last year. Second, 
Johnson is coming out of the Army and that means a 
two-way quarterback battle with already tested Jim Hart. 
Third, his offensive and defensive platoons have matured. 
Fourth, the draft was productive. and, fifth, squad morale 
is high again. 

The first is self-explanatory. As for the second, 
whoever wins the quarterbacking job will have an 


Cards’ Crenshaw rips off 23 yard return in Redskin opener. 


outstanding offensive line to work behind. It was 
penetrated only 23 times last year by enemy pass rushers 
and includes tackles Bob Reynolds and Ernie McMillan, 
guards Irv Goode and Ken Gray and Center Bob De Marco. 

Johnny Roland and Willis Crenshaw form a potent 
one-two running punch that enabled the Cards to finish 
fourth in rushing. Roland, his knee sound again, gained 455 
yards last year. Crenshaw had 813, seventh best in the NFL. 
Challenging them for starting jobs will be Roy Shivers, Cid 
Edwards, and MacArthur Lane, all returnees. Shivers 
handled the ball only 53 times last year, 44 on rushes, yet 
he gained 287 yards and scored seven touchdowns! 

Johnson or Hart will also have a wide assortment of 
talented receivers to throw to. Flanker Bobby Joe Conrad 
has retired but John Gilliman, a 6-1 190-pound speedster, 
was acquired from New Orleans as a replacement. A 9.5 
trackman, Gilliam gives the Cardinals three of the fastest 
receivers in the league along with split-end Dave Williams 
and tight end Jackie Smith. Other returning receivers are 
Chuck Logan, Bob Brown, and Freddie Hyatt, No. 2 draft 
choice in ’68 who sat out the year with a bad knee. 

The defense, No. 4 against the rush last year, has 
Winner drooling. Don Brumm and Chuck Walker will man 
the flanks, Bob Rowe and Fred Heron the tackles. Ernie 
Clark, Larry Stallings, Jamie Rivers, and Dave Meggyesy are 
the linebackers in front of cornerman Lonnie Sanders and 
Bob Atkins, and safeties Jerry Stovall, and Larry Wilson. 

Outstanding draftees include defensive back Roger 
Wherli of Missouri, guard Bill Rhodes of Florida State, and 
running back Junior Riggins of Kansas. 

Super-specialists Chuck Latourette and Jim Bakken 
can’t be overlooked either. Latourette set five NFL records 
last year as a punter and kick returner. Bakken, the place 
kicker, ran his consecutive conversions streak to 220. 
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NEW YORK GIANTS 


The big question: Can Allie shore up a weak defense? 


HE Giants don’t own New York anymore. The Jets are 

the new darlings of the Big Town. And unless their 

defense improves it doesn’t look as though the Maramen are 
going to win it back this year, either. 

That’s the big hangup, the defense. It was paper-thin 
a year ago, yielding 43 touchdowns, third high, and 2,001 
yards against the rush, sixth high. Its biggest weakness, 
however, was a lack of aggressiveness. Enemy passers were 
tackled only 21 times, a NFL low with two other teams. 

There were reasons, good ones, of course. Middle 
linebacker Vince Costello, and defensive tackle Jim Moran 
went on the injured list early. That unsettled things until 
the replacements learned their jobs. When they did, it was 
too late. Also, right linebacker Tommy Crutcher injured a 
groin muscle in mid-year. 

Adding to the troubles were injuries to quarterback 
Fran Tarkenton and running back Emie Koy in mid-season. 
This slowed the offense, and put extra pressure on the 
defense because Koy’s booming punts were also missed. 
With Emie out of there the still erratic defense often found 
itself in critical field positions. 

Nevertheless, the Giants have no worries offensively 
for this year, any more than they did a year ago. It’s the 
defense where Coach Allie Sherman must do his heavy 
work this time around. Making the job more difficult will 
be the Giants’ return to the Century Division under the 
alternating plan with New Orleans, pending completion of 
the NFL-AFL merger in 1970. 

This means four games against Cleveland, the 
defending Eastern champs, and St. Louis, rated as two of 


Tucker Frederickson off on short gain against the Steelers. 
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the strongest in the entire league this year. 

The defensive line might have an entirely new look by 
opening day. Challenging returning veterans such as Jim 
Katcavage, Bruce Anderson, Roger Anderson, Bob 
Lurtsema, and Sam Silas will be rookies like Fred Dryer, 
6-6 and 240 pounds, from San Diego State. 

The linebacking steadied perceptibly ‘late in 68, and 
Sherman will have six returning veterans to choose from, 
plus three outstanding college draftees. Crutcher, Henry 
Davis, and Ken Avery will be challenged by veterans Barry 
Brown, Mike Ciccolella, and Mac Boston. The rookies are 
Ray Hickl, Texas A & I, Byron Jones, West Texas, and Ken 
Riley, Arlington State. 

The secondary should be solid with interception 
champ Willie Williams and Scott Eaton at the corners, and 
Bruce Maher and Spider Lockhart the safeties. Williams 
swiped eight, the unit a total of 26, third best in the NFL. 

The offense carried the club most of ’68. But after 
four straight victories, injuries hit Tarkenton and Koy and a 
stumbling finish resulted. Still, the Giants had the seventh 
best rushing mark and the eighth best in passing. 

Besides Koy, Tarkenton will have Tucker 
Frederickson, Bobby Duhon, and Ronnie Blye as his 
running backs. His receivers will again include Homer Jones, 
Aaron Thomas, Joe Morrison, and possibly Freeman White, 
a defensive reserve last year. Jones caught 45 passes last 
year for 1,057 yards and a league leading 23.5 average. 

The offensive line is strong, too, with Darrell Dess at 
33 the oldest player in a generally young group. The Giants 
will be explosive, but the question is can the defense keep 
the cap on the enemy? 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


lt’s sad but true: the only direction they can go is up! 


"THE best way to keep the natives from staying home too 

much when things go wrong in pro sports is to fire the 
coach. Out of sight, out of mind seems to be the thinking 
behind the theory. That it seldom works has never 
mattered. 

-4Well, this time it just might. Chuck Noll is the new 
boss of the Pittsburgh Steelers, the only old-line NFL 
charter member never to win a title. Noll was brought in to 
replace Bill Austin, and for several yery logical reasons. 

First, in three seasons Austin failed to produce a 
winner og show enough encouraging improvement. 

Second, the Steeler defense last year was the worst in 
pro football and Noll is a defensive specialist. The 
ex-Cleveland Brownie worked six years under Sid Gillman 
in San Diego, running those awesome Charger defensive 
platoons. For the next three he did more of the same under 
Don Shula at Baltimore. 

Certainly, these are impressive credentials. They are 
enough to give the Steelers hope. And, don’t let anyone 
fool you. In football you begin with a good defense. 
Withoutone, you’re dead. 

That was the story in Pittsburgh, too. The Steelers 
had a fair offense run by Dick Shiner with occasional relief 
from Kent Nix. Shiner, a perennial backup man acquired 
for Bill Nelsen, another perennial backup man, made good 
in his new surroundings the way Nelsen did in Cleveland. 

Dick completed 148 out of 304 passes for the 
Steelers, including 18 that went for touchdowns. He had 
excellent targets in split end Roy Jefferson, flanker J. R. 
Wilburn, and running backs Dick Hoak and Earl Gross who 
were also a couple of effective runners. These fellows could 
move, and they could score. 

Jefferson, for example, caught 58 passes for 1,074 
yards and 12 touchdowns to finish second only to Clifton 
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Steelers’ Wilburn takes pass, gains 15, before hitting turf. 


J. R. Wilburn 


Dick Hoak 


McNeil. His yardage was a league high. Wilburn finished 
22nd with 39 catches for 514 yards. Hoak was the league’s 
fourth best runner with 858 yards, and Gross was 14th with 
579. They also caught 55 passes between them for nearly 
another 500 yards. And, overall the Steelers’ offense was 
sixth best with 4,200 yards. So, how come they had a 
2-11-1 record? 

The defense, if you want to call it that, just played 
too much giveaway. It yielded 3,161 yards, 397 points, and 
50 touchdowns—all highs. Twenty-nine touchdown passes 
were completed against it, a second high. The offense just 
couldn’t keep up. 

But the offense had to share some of the guilt. 
Though the offensive line opened up nice holes for the 
runners it was no problem for pass rushers. Shiner and Nix 
were dumped 41 times for 285 yards, and often were so 
rushed they were intercepted 26 times for another 398 
yards, 

Noll, understandably, is optimistic. He’s convinced 
there are enough NFL-caliber players on the squad to effect 
great improvement on the 68 showing. He’s also pleased 
with the rookie crop. 

Noteworthy among the freshmen are defensive tackle 
Joe Greene of North Texas State, quarterback Terry 
Hanratty of Notre Dame, running back Warren Bankston of 
Tulane, running back Bob Campbell of Penn State, and 
defensive back Charley Beatty of North Texas State. 

Of the Steelers’ 17 draft picks seven were defensive 
players. Among these, two were backs, and two were 
linebackers. Obviously, the only direction for the Steelers 
to go is up but being in the Eastern Century Division with 
Cleveland, St. Louis, and New York is going to make the 
climb very difficult. 
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Getting to the top of the Céntral Division last year 
for Minnesota was like the Century Limited arriving a year 
early. 

The Vikings just weren’t supposed to be ready for a 
championship. 

And the playoffs proved the Vikings still aren’t 
among pro football’s superpowers. So staying on top in 
1969 figures to be an even greater challenge. 

Minnesota has its strong points, chiefly its brilliant 
young defensive line. And coach Bud Grant’s still-maturing 
club should be improved. But will Green Bay again be 
saddled with an overwhelming injury toll? Will Chicago, 
with superstar Gale Sayers back, continue the surge with 
which it finished 1968? 

And have the Vikings improved enough? 

Defensively, Minnesota is nearly sound, and strong 
defenses usually mean winning football teams. But the 
offense is questionable, starting with that key to the whole 
picture, the quarterback. 

Joe Kapp battered his way into the hearts of fans 
everywhere in last year’s championship playoff against 
Baltimore. But the Colts discovered Kapp does not pass 
accurately, frequently or effectively. 

Gary Cuozzo, the poor man’s Earl Morrall, may be 
ready to shed his role of backup man, and move into the 
limelight. Coach Grant, for one, hopes Cuozzo can. “We 
expect him to play for us this year,” said Grant last spring 
of the ex-Colt, ex-Saint who missed most of last season 
with an injury. 

Big Bill Brown provides the running power and Dave 
Osborn, providing his torn knee is sound, is capable of 
adding the speed and broken field work. Backing them are 
Clinton Jones and Jim Lindsey, a pair of veterans who can 
fill in adequately. 

Flanker Gene Washington is a superstar, but the rest 
of the receiving corps is mildly questionable. Wide end John 
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Staying atop division presents real challenge 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


to them. 


Bill Brown 


Gene Washington Carl Eller 
Beasley is expected to be challenged by fleet rookie Volly 
Murphy. Tight end John Henderson must improve or 
depart, and big rookie Eugene Mosley is a sleeper at his 
position. 

Mick Tinglehoff, a five-year all-pro, is a fixture at 
center, but the offensive line could use some depth. Tackles 
Grady Alderman and Doug Davis, and guards Jim Vellone 
and Milt Sunde are the leaders. But somebody may have to 
move over for 265-pound tackle Ron Yary, last year’s No. 1 
draft choice. 

“He is too good to sit on the bench,” said Grant. “He 
will play somewhere.” 

On defense, you can almost forget the Fearsome 
Foursome, Start thinking in terms of the Minnesota 
Mashers. 

Carl Eller is 6-6, 265 and quicker than Deacon Jones. 
He’s all-pro and on the verge of superstar status. 

Alan Page is as quick as Eller, almost as big and nearly 
experienced enough to hit his peak. 

Gary Larsen needs only experience. And Jim Marshall 
is an old pro who hasn’t lost much of his quickness or 
strength. 

Los Angeles’ George Allen calls the Minnesota four 
“the finest young line in the game”’. 

They respect no quarterback, and they flattened the 
passer 44 times for 307 yards lost to lead the league last 
year. 

Backing the line are solid veterans Roy Winston, 
Wally Hilgenberg and Lonnie Warwick. 

But problems loom in the secondary where vets Ed 
Sharockman, Paul Krause, Karl Kassulke and Earsell 
Mackbee may be challenged by Charley West and Bob 


Bryant. 
Can they repeat? Only if they improve. And they 
probably won’t get that much better. 


“T received a good starting salary, 
a new car, credit cards, expense account 
and insurance. It's amazing the set up 
you get in the Accident Investigation 


are the words of a recent 
Universal Schools’ graduate who went 
to work as a staff investigator for an 
insurance company. Before stepping 
into this remarkable field of oppor- 
tunity, he worked in a factory. He had 
no experience in Accident Investigation, 
no college degree. 

Yet, he made the jump from plant 
worker to professional man in a sur- 
prisingly short time with the training 
and help of Universal Schools. There 
are hundreds of such personal success 
stories in the files of Universal 
because... 


Men Are Urgently Needed 


The Accident Investigation field is 
booming now—everywhere—and get- 
ting bigger every day. Here’s why: 
Before this day ends, there will be 
more than 440,000 accidents and losses 
of all kinds in all parts of this country 
and Canada. And that happens every 
day! These accidents must be investi- 
gated, reported, settled by trained men. 
Is it any wonder that more and more 
men are needed now to handle this 
tremendous work load? 


Approved For 
Veterans’ Training 


FREE PLACEMENT SERVICE 


Universal Schools provides prompt, 
effective job placement help in any 
part of the United States and Canada. 
More than 1,000 companies have re- 
quested and receive our monthly 
list of graduates. Universal trains 
and places more men in the Ac- 
cident Investigation field than any 
other school. Or, if you would prefer 
to start your own full or part time 
business, we will show you exactly 
how to do it. 
——————————E———————————— 


“It's amazing the set up 
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Here Is Solid Security 
And Exciting Variety 


Every year the accident rate goes 


higher as population increases. Just 
imagine what the daily accident and 
loss rate will be in 10...15... 20 
years when our population has increased 
by millions upon millions of people. 

And that means security, solid sec- 
urity, for the man who trains now for 
Accident Investigation. He can look 
ahead to years of steady, exciting, 
growing opportunity with no fear of 
lay off, automation or recession. Good 
times or bad, accidents and losses will 
keep right on happening and trained 
men will be working to keep up with 
the demand. 


3 Career Choices Open 
To Men Everywhere 


1. Company Staff Investigator: As a 
full time company Investigator, you typ- 
ically receive top starting pay, a new Car, 
expenses, and free insurance program, 
Pay and benefits can equal up to $9,000 a 
year to start! Salary reviews and chances 
for advancement are frequent in this fast- 
moving business. 

2. Work Spare Time: Many Universal 
graduates keep their full time jobs and 
earn an extra paycheck every week by 
taking spare time assignments. Spare 
time earnings can easily range from $200 
to $400 a month and more, plus expenses 


3. Be Your Own Boss: Start your own 
Independent Accident Investigation busi- 
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you get in the accident 
investigation field. 
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ness in your own home at virtually no 
cost. Earn up to $1,000 a month and 
more clear. Some Universal graduates 
make up to $8 an hour in their own 
businesses. 


Free Book Tells How 
You Can Qualify 


For many years Universal Schools 
has specialized in training inexperienced 
men of only average education to 
step into excellent positions in Ac- 
cident Investigation. Successful grad- 
uates range in age from 20 to 565. 
Hundreds of Universal trained men 
are at work right now. in all parts of 
the United States and Canada, enjoy- 
ing fine incomes, security and prestige 
in Accident Investigation. 

Free and without obligation of any 
kind, we will send you a book outlining 
your opportunities in this field. No 
salesman will call on you, We will show 
you what Universal has done for 
others; what we can do for you. We 
will show you how you can train in 
your own home, at your own pace, at 
amazingly low cost. No need to change 
or switch jobs. We will give you actual 
names and locations of successful Uni- 
versal graduates in all sections of the 
United States and Canada. You read, 
you consider, you decide in privacy. 
You have nothing to lose. 

But act now. Send for your free book 
today. Mail post card or coupon now 
to Universal Schools, 6801 Hillcrest, 
Dallas, Texas. 


MAIL NOW FOR VALUABLE FREE BOOK 


y UNIVERSAL SCHOOLS, Dept. SR-69 
l 6801 Hillcrest, Dallas, Texas 75205 


Please rush me your free book on opportunities and earnings in the 
| understand there is absolu 


Accident Investigation field. r 
ypeligation and that no salesman will call on me. 
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CHICAGO BEARS 


If Sayers’ knee knits they'll 


One of pro football’s most meaningful comeback 
stories will likely be the story of the 1969 Chicago Bears. 

Can Gale Sayers bounce back from the shattering 
knee injury that cut him down at mid-season 1968 in the 
prime of his career? 

Can he again become the slashing, darting Sayers of 
old? 

If he can, and early reports on his recovery from 
surgery were encouraging, Chicago can again become a 
league power. 

Sayers was not just a good running back before his 
knee was injured against San Francisco; he was one of 
football’s two or three best. Although he missed the final 
five and one-half games of last season, he was a unanimous 
all-NFL choice for the fourth straight year. 

His return to top form would give the Bears a solid 
chance to repeat as the NFL’s top rushing unit. They still 
have elusive, powerful Ron Bull and pile-driving Brian 
Piccolo. 

Chicago’s quarterbacking situation isn’t established 
but it’s healthy, anyway. Both Jack Concannon and Virgil 
Carter proved last season they can pilot the Bears to 
victory. 

Concannon was No. 1 until a fractured shoulder 
removed him in the third game. Carter led the Bears to four 
straight wins before his ankle was broken. Then Concannon 
came back and led Chicago to a strong finish. 

Also on hand will be imposing Bobby Douglass, the 
215-pound, 6-3 rookie from Kansas. 

Coach Jim Dooley is pleased. 

“Concannon will get primary consideration,” he said, 
“because he held the job at the end of last season. Yet 
Carter, off his great showing under pressure, must be 
considered too. The NFL has become so rugged we need 
three quarterbacks, and Douglass comes with good 
credentials.” 

In the offensive line, Bob Wetoska, George Seals and 
Doug Kriewald will all be back after recovering from late 
1968 injuries. And the Bears’ No. 1 draft choice, big Rufus 
Mayes of Ohio State, will make the transition from tight 
end to tackle. 

At 255 pounds and 6-5, Mayes has the size and 
quickness to move into an offensive unit which was second 
in the NFL in protecting the passer last year with the 
quarterbacks nailed only 24 times. 

Defensively, the Bears are vulnerable, at least to 
powerful attacks. Their yield of 333 points was by 91 
points the Central Division’s biggest last season, and Dallas 
broke through for a 34-3 victory that shattered a string of 
respectable performances late in the season. 

Strongman of the Bear defense is Dick Butkus, the 
all-NFL middle linebacker for the third time in four years. 
And Jimmy Carr, a veteran defensive back, has moved in as 
coordinator of defense. So the Bears hopefully will be able 
to patch a pass defense which managed just 18 
interceptions and yieldéd 2,667 yards last year. 

Chieago’s field goal kicking is in good shape with Mac 
Percival, who led the NFL and set a Bear record with 25 
last year. Percival‘made 10 of them consecutively in a late 
surge, with 12 of his total coming from 30 or more yards, 
and eight from 40 or more. 
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claw their way to victory! 


Bobby Joe Green, one of the NFL’s top three 
punters, should return to his former effectiveness 
after—you guessed it—knee surgery. 

Actually, the Bears ask very little for 1969—simply an 
even course that would be a delightful contrast to the peaks 
and valleys of 1968. 

With a healthy Sayers, continued sound 
quarterbacking and improved pass defense, the Bears could 
be the ones who’ll tell Minnesota its reign is over. 


In like a maddened Bear, Chicago’s Dick Butkus rushes 
Green Bay’s Don Horn just as latter releases ball to end. 


Jack Concannon 
Bob Wetoska 


Ronnie Bull 


Mac Percival 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Coach Phil Bengston says flatly, “The Pack Will Be Back!” 


HE Packers are still located at 1265 Lombardi Avenue 

but Vince doesn’t live there anymore. He’s in 
Washington trying to do another rescue job. But the 
memories of the dynasty he built linger on. 

On the wall of the locker room in Lambeau Field 
hangs a sign that mirrors this. In typical Lombardese it says, 
“The Greatness of the Green Bay Packers is Not That They 
Never Fail but That They Rise Everytime They Fall’. 
Around the tiny city, bumper stickers echo the optimism, 
“The Pack Will Be Back!” 

Considering last year’s circumstances when Phil 
Bengston succeeded Lombardi as head coach while Vince 
stuck to the front office, they just might. An inordinate 
number of injuries struck them down. Quarterback Bart 
Starr missed 28 quarters, including four full games. The 
defensive front four didn’t play a single game intact. And a 
dependable successor to placekicker Don Chandler wasn’t 
found until the middle of the season. 

The finish was 6-7-1 and third in the Western Central 
Division. 

This year the Packers are confident they'll get back in 
contention with Bengston as both general manager and 
head coach. Starr will have Don Horn and Bill Stevens for 
backup help with Zeke Bratkowski moving up as an 
assistant coach. Horn started .the last game of 68 and 
directed the Packers to a 28-27 victory over the Chicago 
Bears that knocked their victims out of the central race. 

There’s a surplus of running backs, too. Donny 
Anderson and Jim Grabowski will form one tandem, and 
Elijah Pitts and Travis Williams the other. Ben Wilson, who 
missed all of 68, and Chuck Mercein will bid for the No. 5 
spot. Anderson with 761 yards, and Grabowski with 518 
led the rushers last year. 

Back again as wide receivers are two of the best, Boyd 
Dowler and Carroll Dale. Dale, a Pro Bow! selection, led the 


Carroll Dale 


Jim Grabowski Boyd Dowler 


club with 45 receptions to move into second place behind 
Don Hutson on Green Bay’s all-time receiver list. Also 
available are veterans Bucky Pope and Claudis James, and 
rookies Andy Beath and John Spilis. Beath, 6-2 and 192, is 
from Duke; Spilis, 6-3 and 205, is from Northern Illinois. 
Marv Fleming heads the tight receivers, a spot Dowler can 
also play. 

The offensive line is young. Only Bob Skoronski is 
over 30. Center Ken Bowman, a five year man, is only 26. 
Guard Gale Gillingham is 25. Tackle Francis Peay is also 25. 
Tackle-guard Bob Hyland is 24. Tackle Dick Himes is just 
23. Dave Bradiey, the No. 2 pick from Penn State, is the 
only rookie seen having a chance of crashing this interior. 

Everybody is healthy again on the defensive platoon. 
The trick is for them to stay healthy. The six veterans 
who'll work the forward wall as starters are Willie Davis, 
Ron Kostelnik, Henry Jorden, Lionel Aldridge, and reserves 
Jim Weatherwax and Bob Brown. Behind them are No. 1 
draft pick Rich Moore of Villanova, rookie Jim Sullivan 
from Richmond of the Atlantic Coast League, and veterans 
Leo Carroll and Phil Vandersea. 

The linebackers need no introduction. They are: Ray 
Nitschke in the middle, plus Lee Roy Caffey and Dave 
Robinson. The only change in the defensive backfield will 
be at strong safety where Doug Hart will replace the traded 
Tom Brown. Tony Jeter and Herb Adderly will be at the 
corners, and Willie Wood at free safety. The top reserves 
will be John Rowser and Gordon Rule. 

Mike Mercer is the fellow who finally stabilized the 
place kicking game, but Ken Vineyard of Texas Tech was 
drafted for insurance. 

The Packers should definitely be a factor in the 
Central Division. But, so, too, the defending champion 
Vikings and the Bears. Upon them depends how far the 
Pack does come back, 
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Tale of a team: Williams drops punt, recovers. But Packers lost. 
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DETROIT LIONS 


Rebuilding can restore them as kings of football jungle! 


EBUILDING a pro football power can be almost as 
painful as starting one from scratch. 

To Joe Schmidt, the onetime king of linebackers, 
rebuilding the Detroit Lions has been an intensely personal 
challenge. 

Schmidt, charged with breathing life back into the 
team he once led on the field, feels his third season as coach 
will be the one in which improvement will begin to show. 

“Our rebuilding job is ready to start paying off,” said 
Schmidt grimly last spring as he pondered last year’s 4-8-2 
record. 

How rebuilt are the Lions? Well, even if you saw 
“Paper Lion’, you'll have to buy a program. Only five 
who'll report to camp this summer were with the club 
before 1965. 

“We had 20 men who were brand new to the team 
last year,’’ explained Schmidt. “‘We had nine others who 
had been. rookies the previous season. This meant 29 
members of our 40-plus roster weren’t even with the club as 
recently as 1966.” 

Last Year’s organization problems were compounded 
by injuried to such key Lions as quarterback Bill Munson 
and 1967 NFL Rookie of the Year, Mel Farr. 

Schmidt is betting on improvement on the part of the 
Lions of 1968, having made fewer changes than you’d 

expect a team with their record to make. 
‘ “We aren’t figuring on many changes,” he said. “The 
main thing is that all the men who were new to us last year 
will have a year of playing as a unit behind them when we 
go into the new season.” 

Defense has always been a Detroit strong point, and 
Schmidt likes to point to last year’s average yield of only 
about 17 points per game. Young backs Lem Barney and 
Mike Weger and linebacker Paul Naumoff blended with 
veterans Alex Karras, Wayne Walker, Mike Lucci, Jerry 
Rush and Dick LeBeau to form a reasonably solid unit. 

On offense, Bill Munson and Greg Landry are 
expected to fight it out for the starting job with rookie 
Greg Barton in the wings. . 

Receivers Billy Gambrell, Earl McCullouch and 
Charlie Sanders were all new to the Lions last year, but 
they performed well. McCullouch won NFL Rookie of the 
Year honors although he was slowed by injuries. Sanders, 
who was close behind Earl in the “‘rookie’”’ voting, was the Bill Munson 
only rookie picked for the Pro Bowl game. 

A sound Farr should work wonders for the ground 
game, along with returnees Nick Eddy, Dave Kopay, Bill 
Triplett and Tom Nowatzke. 

In the line, veterans Roger Shoals, Charlie Bradshaw, 
Chuck Walton, Bob Kowalkowski and fa Flanagan return 
intact to give the Lions more smoothness than they had last 
year 
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Wayne Walker, shown chasing Bart Starr, will be on hand to assist 
young backs like Lem Barney and Mike Weger when Lions field team. 


Among the rookies, Altie Taylor of Utah State is a 
fine runner, tackle Jim Yarbrough of Florida will switch 
from his collegiate tight end position and Larry Walton of 
Arizona State has the speed and reflexes to be an excellent 
defensive back. 

Up from the taxi squad will be flanker Johnny Wright 
of Illinois, cornerback Bobby Williams and former Giant 
defensive back Henry Carr, the sprinter, : : : es 

“Our wholesale shakeups are behind us,” said 
Schmidt. ‘‘Now we feel we are ready to roll.” Mel Farr Koran Renney 
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ONT FUMBLE 
THIS YEAR .°9" 


IT CAN BE 
COSTLY!! 


IF YOU CAN’T PICK WINNERS, 
BETTER GET PROFESSIONAL HELP THROUGH THE 


GRID-IRON TIP-OFFS 


A weekly comprehensive release that's specially prepared for you. We concentrate on 
figuring the point differences for the TEN most promising major college games each 
week including the FOUR teams most likely to beat the point spread, PLUS our 
views on THREE pro games of the week. Forget the guesswork and take advantage of 
our confidential contacts for information not generally available to the public, all 
sent AIRMAIL each Wednesday at these bargain prices. 


OUR NUMBER ONE PICKS last year gave our subscribers wins, pointwise, on 
such games as Purdue vs. Virginia, California vs. Colorado, Notre Dame vs. 


lowa, Army vs. Boston College, Yale vs. Princeton, Kansas vs. Missouri. Other 
“Goodies” jncluded, pointwise, wins, Mississippi vs. Alabama, Arkansas vs. 
Texas A & M, Auburn vs. Florida, and North Carolina vs. Duke, and others. 


GRID-IRON TIP-OFFS a 
Dept..O-7—P.0. Box 777, Omaha, Nebr. 68101 


ai Please Send Me Your Weekly Releases As Checked. Enclosed Find Check or M,O. | 
Name- 


W ( ) First Five Release $6.00 { 
Address = Cy ———_— State _ Zip fh 
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BE TALLER /nstantp/ 


Are you handicapped in your social contacts because of a 
short appearance... tired of being called shorty! Now, 
at last, you need not suffer this embarrassment any 
longer with the aid of ‘‘Liftee’’ the new amazing HEIGHT 
INCREASE PADS — worn by thousands of smart men and 
women in all walks of life. 


2" TALLER WITH INVISIBLE 
“LIFTEE” HEIGHT PADS 


Simply slip these pads in any pair of shoes. Now 
step into them and add 2 full inches in height. THE 
SAME HEIGHT INCREASE AS EXPENSIVE HEIGHT 
INCREASING SHOES, for a fraction of the cost, to give 
you new poise and self-confidence — a 
key to success and romance. No one 


) Full Season Service $10.00 r] 


will suspect that you are wear- 
INVISIBLE § ing them, these Light WEIGHT 
“L/FTEE” FOAM RUBBER AND CUSHION 
A CORK PADS fit securely without per pair 


gluing and interchangeable 
in any shoes, Scientifically de- AMAZING 
Signed for real walking comfort LOW “4 
and an aid to better posture. 
Durable and shock absorbing. PRICE! 


FREE 10 DAY TRIAL COUPON! 
THE LIFTEE COMPANY, DEPT. R388 
Box 608, Church Street, New York, N.Y. 10008 


Rush my “‘Liftee’’ Height Increase Pads in the size checked | 
below. | will pay postman on delivery only $1.98 plus postage. I 
I 


HEIGHT 
L PAD 


AC Ss 


SEND NO MONEY! 
Free 10 Day Trial! 


Ip 
I 
I 
I 
Just send name and address. Pay ; 
i 
I 
I 


| must be absolutely satisfied or | can return the pads within 
10 day trial and my money will be refunded. 


Check Box — State Shoe Size 
Mans Shoe Size_ ( Ladies Shoe Size__ 
Check here if you wish to save postage 2 Pairs $3.5 
by sending only $1.98 with coupon. 3 Pairs $5.0! 


NAME 


I 

postman $1.98 plus postage per 5 | 
o 

= 

] ADDRESS I 
I 

ll 


pair of “Liftee’’ Pads or send 
$1.98 with order and we pay post- 
age. (2 prs $3.50, 3 prs $5.00), 
State Man's or Woman's shoe size. 
10 DAY na ah SATISFY OR 
MONEY REFUN 


MAIL COUPON NOW! 
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OPEN THE DOOR TO SUCCESS 
IN ANY INDUSTRY 


This valuable Dietz 
erawing se inclu 
lo extra 


Thousands of jobs waiting. 
Become a professional 


DRAFTSMAN 


LaSalle trains you at home. 
No previous skills required. 


RAFTING offers you big career op- 

portunities today. Draftsmen are 
in heavy demand in every technical 
field, every construction industry, 
every engineering and research corpo- 
ration. Look at the columns of “Help 
Wanted—Draftsmen” ads that appear 
in a single issue of a city newspaper! 
Why don’t you get started in this ex- 
citing work and qualify for big pay? 
No previous skills are required for 
LaSalle spare-time training; expert 
instructors give your work personal 
attention. The cost is remarkably low. 


Send for FREE Booklet 


Packed with in- 
formation on op- 
portunities in 
Drafting. De- 
scribes LaSalle 
training which 
you can take at 
home without in- 
terference with 
your present job. 
Mail coupon to 
LaSalle, 417 South 
Dearborn St., 
= Chicago, Illinois 
wey eanee™ | G6OGO5. 
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LASALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY % 


A Correspondence Institution 
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i 
I 417 S. Dearborn Street, Dept. 91-072 

I Chicago, Hlinois 60605 

Please send free booklet, “Opportuni- 
I ties in Drafting,” and full information 
} on training at home. 
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Thumb in eye? No, just camera angle as Miller hits Gabriel. 


HE Super Bow! disaster no longer haunts the Baltimore 
Colts. That’s the word from Don Shula, their brilliant, 
young head coach. 

“Tt’s over and done with,” he says. “Now, we’re 
concentrating on 1969. And, we’d better because we have 
two major concerns to deal with. No. 1 is the defense. 
We’ve got to make it as good or better than it was last year, 
which was excellent. No. 2 is the condition of Johnny 
Unitas’ elbow. We don’t know if he’ll completely recover 
from that tendonitis condition.” 

Sounds like a lot of double-talk doesn’t it? How do 
you improve on a defense which scored three shutouts last 
year, and which yielded only three touchdowns in one 
seven-game stretch. And why worry about Unitas’ arm 
when you have the NFL’s champion passer and most 
valuable player returning to take over the quarterbacking? 

Well, if you’re a perfectionist like Shula you do 
worry. He didn’t post a six year record of 63-18-3 
overlooking little things. The major worry with the defense 
is the loss of key coaching and playing personnel. Chuck 
Noll, the head defensive coach, moved to the No. 1 spot in 
Pittsburgh, and defensive end Ordell Braase and cornerback 
Bobby Boyd have retired. 

To replace Noll, Shula named Boyd, a four-time All 
Pro, as his replacement. To replace Braase at right end, Roy 
Hilton has been promoted to No. 1, and John Williams, the 
top draft choice in 1968, has been brought over from the 
offensive platoon. To replace Boyd, the player, Charlie 
Stukes, a third year man, and Ocie Austin, a second year 
man, have been tapped. 

The rest of the defense is set with such young stars as 
linebacker Mike Curtis, left defensive end Bubba Smith, and 
safety Rick Volk to blend with veterans such as tackles 
Billy Ray Smith and Fred Miller, linebackers Dennis 
Gaubatz and Don Shinnick, and backs Lenny Lyles, and 
Jerry Logan. 
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BALTIMORE COLTS 


Super Bowl forgotten, they’re ready to roll, roll, roll. 
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¥ Willie Richardson 


As for Unitas, he may make it back. If not, there’s 
always Earl Morrall. The journeyman veteran won the 
passing title last year with 182 completions in 317 attempts 
for a 57.4 percentage, 2,909 yards, and 26 touchdowns. 
Morrall, pressed into service when Unitas was injured, 
started every game, but he got some relief from Jim Ward 
who'll be his backup man again if necessary. 

The only change in the offensive line will be center. 
Dick Szymanski has retired after 13 seasons but Bill Curry, 
the ex-Packer, is coming off a fine year and figures to be his 
replacement. Bob Vogel and Sam Ball will again man the 
tackles, Glen Ressler and Dan Sullivan the guards. 

For depth there’s Dan ‘Grimm, a guard and center 
acquired from atlanta; Cornelius Johnson, who did an 
outstanding job on the special teams last year; and draftees 
Dennis Nelson, and Bill Fortier. Nelson, 6-5 and 260, is 
from Illinois State; Fortier, 6-2 and 240, is from LSU. 

Receiving, always a strong department here, shapes 
up worthy of that tradition again. John Mackey, Willie 
Richardson, and Jimmy Orr are the returning regulars. Big 
John, the tight end, led the Colts with 45 catches for 644 
yards and five touchdowns. Tom Mitchell, his understudy, 
caught only six but four went for scores, too, Ray Poage is 
another and Eddie Hinton, the No. 1 draft pick, will be 
tried as both a wide receiver and a running back. Hinton, 
6-0 and 200, is from Oklahoma. 

As with the receivers, Shula is blessed with talent and 
depth in runners, too, Here he has veterans Tom Matte and 
Tim Brown plus returning youngsters Terry Cole and 
Preston Pearson. Matte, the rushing and touchdown leader 
(662 yards and 9), hit his peak in the NFL playoff against 
Cleveland when he scored three touchdowns. Lou Michaels 
is the returning place-kicker. 

The Colts again have to be rated strong contenders in 


the Western Coastal Division with a good shot to get 
another chance in the Super Bowl. 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 


That look in their eyes is the look of a winning outfit! 


HE powerful Rams, with their celebrated Fearsome 
Foursome, could have conceivably emerged as the 
Coastal Division champs last year. Were it not for a couple 
of key injuries to defensive end Lamar Lundy and running 
back Les Josephson, the Rams could have gone all the way. 
Lundy, a key member of the Fearsome Foursome, 
was injured in L.A.’s sixth game last season. His departure 
caused a shift in the Rams’ front four and they never 
displayed the same cohesiveness after that. Following an 
operations, Lundy is sound again but might be slightly 
vulnerable because of his age, which is 34. 

“Tt all points to Lundy,” remarked a rival coach, “It’s 
all up to him. If he comes back, they can win it easy. If not, 
they are going to have some defensive problems, although 
they appear to have enough help to make up for Lundy. 
The Rams are the-team to beat.” 

Defense isn’t the only concern. The Rams do have a 
slight problem on offense. Josephson, who had gained over 
800 yards in 1967, didn’t play a minute of football last 
season. He sustained a ruptured Achilles tendon and faces a 
long, hard comeback. If he returns to his 67 form, then the 
Rams will present a solid running threat to go with a good 
passing attack. 

Willie Ellison was the club’s top runner in ’68, gaining 
616 yards. A fast runner, the Rams are counting on Ellison 
to even surpass last year’s performance. If Josephson has 
difficulty coming back to form, then head coach George 
Allen may look to rookie Larry Smith, one of his two 
first-round draft choices for help. Smith, a 6-3, 
220-pounder from Florida, is a power runner with high 
credentials, 

Allen can also look to veteran Dick Bass for spot 
duty. Bass did manage to gain 494 yards last year, but 
missed four games with injuries and has been injury-prone 
the past two seasons and not able to take the heavy 
pounding week after week. Two other runners that Allen 
can employ are Tommy Mason, who gained 395 yards 
despite a number of minor injuries all season long, and Mike 
Dennis. 


Roman Gabriel 


Willie Ellison 
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Ram tackle Roger Brown forces QB Frank Ryan out of pocket. 


In quarterback Roman Gabriel, the Rams have one of 
the strongest arms in the game. Physically, Gabriel has it all, 
size, 6-4, 220, running ability and stamina. He now has the 
knowledge and experience to go with the position but must 
be more consistent if the Rams are going to win. He 
finished ninth among the league’s passers last year which 
definitely isn’t championship form. 

Gabriel has a number of inviting targets to throw at. 
One is tight end Billy Truax, who at 6-5, 240 isn’t hard to 
find. Gabriel’s wide receivers are Bernie Casey, Jack Snow 
and Pat Studstill, all experienced. Pushing any one of the 
three for a starting job will be rookie Jim Seymour, the 
other No. 1 draft choice, who was a sensation at Notre 
Dame. 

Aside from Lundy’s status, the Rams are solid 
defensively. Deacon Jones, the best defensive end in pro 
football, makes the front four click. He is joined by all-pro 
tackles Merlin Olsen and Roger Brown, along with Lundy at 
the other end spot. The Ram quartet averages 6-5, and 
weighs 260, which is a lot of muscle. 

The linebacking is also solid. Two, Jack Pardee and 
Maxie Baughan are all-pros and the other, Myron Pottios, 
doesn’t lack much in attaining the same status. They are all 
experienced, mobile and sure tacklers. 

The only area which poses a concern is the defensive 
recondary. Veterans Clancy Williams and Ed Meador aren’t 
the fastest defensive backs around, but they are smart and 
solid tacklers. Iry Cross, the other member of the quartet, 
was dealt to Philadelphia after the season. 


Allen was fortunate to secure another veteran 
defensive back, Richie Petitbon from Chicago for a future 
draft choice. Allen feels he will more than make up for the 
loss of Cross. 

In another key move, Allen obtained all-pro offensive 
tackle Bob Brown from Philadelphia for offensive lineman 
Joe Carollo and Don Chuy. Brown could be one of the best 
deals Allen ever made. The Rams have the look of winners. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ers 


Balanced offense is sure to open up those Golden $ Gates. 


Take a balanced offense and a steadily improving 
defense, and what have you got? 

In the case of the 1968 San Francisco 49ers, you had 
a third place finisher in the Coastal Division. 

For 1969, though, the 49ers have their eyes set on 
higher goals. And indications are they have a good shot at 
achieving them. 

San Francisco enters its second year under coach 
Dick Nolan, and a 5-3-1 record down last season’s home 
stretch indicates the 49ers and Nolan’s system have reached 
common ground. 

Improvement last season was balanced, the defense 
moving up from 10th in the NFL to seventh, the passing 
game from 10th to fourth and the rushing attack from 10th 
to ninth. 

Quarterback John Brodie’s passing—or the passing of 
solid reseryes George Mira and Steve Spurrier—to a flock of 
talented receivers including Cinderella Clifton McNeil 
should continue to be the 49ers’ strong point. 

Brodie threw more (404 times) and completed more 
passes (234) for more yardage (3,020) than any other NFL 
quarterback last year. McNeil emerged from four years of 
reserve status at Cleveland to the league’s top receiver with 
71 catches. 

Tight end John David Crow retired, but Penn State 
All-American Ted Kwalick, the 49ers’ top draft choice, 
could be the answer. And veterans Dick Witcher, Kay 
McFarland and Bob Windsor add experienced receiving 
strength. 

Another bright newcomer is speedy Gene Washington 
of Stanford, whom the 49ers obtained as their second 
first-round draft choice. 

On the ground, powerful Ken Willard showed signs 
last year of becoming the league’s top fullback. He carved 
out 967 yards in 227 carries to finish second only to 
Cleveland’s Leroy Kelly. 

San Francisco is still looking for a speedy back who 
could provide a solid outside threat, but big Garry Lewis 
showed last year he’ll do until a superstar comes along with 
573 yards in only 141 tries. 

Depth is provided by veteran Clem Daniels, the AFL’s 
all-time top rusher, and elusive Doug Cunningham. Rookies 
Gene Moore )Occidental) and Jimmy Thomas (Texas U. at 
Arlington) get a close look. 

San Francisco has a strong offensive line built around 
all-pro guard Howard Mudd, nine-year tackle Len Rhode 
and 13-year center, Bruce Bosley. And the 49ers have 
depth, too, in Forrest Blue, Cas Banaszek and Elmer 
Collett. 

Defensively, dramatic improvement is considered 
possible. 

Anchoring the line are Charlie Krueger and Roland 
Lakes at tackle, backed by ex-Notre Dame All-American 
Kevin Hardy, who had a fine rookie year. Stan Hindman, 
Clark Miller and Bill Belk are three topnotch ends. 

Backing the line are veterans Matt Hazeltine, Ed 
Beard and all-pro Dave Wilcox, supported by vet Harold 
Hayes and youngsters Frank Nunley, Skip Vanderbundt, 
Tommy Hart and Jim Sniadecki, the 49ers’ fourth-round 
draft from Indiana. 
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In the secondary, the 49ers have a pair of strong 
cornerbacks in veterans Kermit Alexander and Jim 
Johnson. Alexander was second in the NFL with nine 
interceptions and played in the Pro Bowl; opponents tried 
just 74 passes into Johnson’s territory and completed only 
25: 

Alvin Randolph goes into his fourth year at strong 
safety, and three-year vet Mel Phillips looked good at free 
safety late last season. 

Even slight offensive improvement could make the 
49ers devastating, and indications are it can be expected 
since the players’ increased familiarity with the Nolan 
system should begin to show. 


49ers Roland Lakes jars ball from grasp of Roman Gabriel. 
Recovery gave 49ers touchdown and half-time lead, 14 to 7. 


; Kermit Alexander Clifton McNeil 


Bruce Bosley 


Ken Willard 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


They haven’t yet heard that the falcon is a bird of prey! 


Trend-seekers are now wondering if the real Atlanta 
Falcons would stand up, please! 

And Falcon fans fear the real birds did stand up in 
certain phases of'a disastrous 1968 season. 

Are the real Falcons the ones who beat the previously 
undefeated N.Y. Giants and made the champion Colts 
scramble to escape with a 28-20 victory? 

Or are they the sagging birds who lost later to those 
same Colts by 44-0, and whose eventual 2-12 record was 
better than only that of the Buffalo Bills in major league 
pro football? 

Norm Van Brocklin, who took the Falcons’ reins 
after three games in 1968, found little to inspire soaring 
confidence for 1969, 

While his pre-season outlook is filled with such terms 
as “developing a strong running game based on blocking 
and putting other people on their backs”, and “defensive 
football that is a team effort based on everybody making 
great individual plays”, it is tempered with the graphic 
comment, “In short, jobs are wide open on the whole ball 
club”. 

Of all the Falcons’ weaknesses, most glaring was lack 
of line offensive power, Atlanta passers were nailed for 
losses 70 times in 1968, an NFL record. To remedy this, 
Van Brocklin selected three offensive linemen, including 
Notre Dame tackle George Kunz, among his first four draft 
choices. 

On the defensive line, a germ of hope was found in 
the play of NFL defensive Rookie of the Year Claude 
Humphrey, Rick Cash, Carlton Dabney and Jerry Shay. 
And the Falcons still have perennial Pro Bowl performer 
Tommy Nobis, one of the game’s top linebackers. 

An indication of the Falcons’ futility can even be 
found in their best performance of all, the league-leading 
punting of Billy Lothridge. Why shouldn’t he improve with 
all that experience? 

Quarterbacking, on paper anyway, is not one of the 
Falcons’ big problems. Randy Johnson, Van Brocklin feels, 
“potentially has everything to be an all-pro.” Bob Berry, 
w10 moved in and led the Falcons to their two victories 


Ken Reaves 


Junior Coffey 


after Johnson was hurt, is a good passer who could take 
over if Johnson falters. And Bruce Lemmerman is an 
adequate backup man. 

Junior Coffey, the Falcons’ top rusher twe season 
ago, missed all of 1968 with an injury. He’ll return and join 
Jim (Cannonball) Butler, Harmon Wages and Bill Harris. It 
isn’t an imposing group, but it could be the best Atlanta has 
ever had. 

Ray Ogden has the speed and receiving ability to be a 
top tight end, but like the rest of the Falcon offensive line 
his blocking leaves something to be desired. 

Wide receivers Jerry Simmons, Bob Long, Paul 
Flatley, Dave Dunaway and Rick Eber are considered 
“adequate” by Van Brocklin. But, he said, “If they don’t 
block, they can’t play for me.” 

Interior line improvement is a must if the passing and 
running attacks are to have a chance to improve. Draftees 
Kunz, Mal Snider (Stanford) and Jon Sandstrom (Oregon 
State) will be given opportunity to step in. 

Atlanta’s defensive line, can be counted on to 
improve. Nobis’ fellow linebackers of 1968, Ralph Heck 
and Grady Allen, will be challenged by second-year man 
Greg Brezina and rookies Ted Cottrell of Delaware Valley 
and Jeff Van Note of Kentucky. 

In the secondary, the Falcons occasionally gave up 
easy touchdowns last fall. Ken Reaves was the only Atlanta 
defensive back who started and finished the season at the 
same job. 

Reaves and Jimmy Burson, who started as a free 
safety, will be the cornerbacks. Nick Rassas will be the 
strong safety and Lothridge will return at free safety. 

But Lothridge has only one kidney and is especially 
valuable as a punter, so the Falcons are seeking help at his 
post. 

Atlanta will be better, or the Dutchman will join The 
Turk among the most feared of pro  football’s 
headchoppers. But the Falcons have the cards stacked 
against them. They’re in a rugged division, and San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and Baltimore simply have better 
football teams than Atlanta. 


- FN. Ce bh nln 


Falcon for once nabs prey. Shea stops Green Bay’s Anderson. 


63 


What's What 
in the 


By Ralph Martin 


HE official American Football 

League coaching list shows three 
new head coaches this season. 
Realistically, though, there are only 
two—John Rauch of Buffalo and Clive 
Rush of Boston. 

At Oakland, where John Madden 
holds the job John Rauch had last 
year, the situation really is the same. 
Al Davis is still in charge. 

Davis isn’t the head coach, of 
course. Madden is. But Davis, the 
managing general partner, runs the 
Raider show, a fact Rauch no longer 
could tolerate but which Madden 
acknowledges and, at least for the 
present, accepts. 

Rauch, who was an assistant to 
Davis before the boy wonder left the 
Oakland coaching job to become 
commissioner of the league in 1966, 
compiled a 33-8-1 record with the 
Raiders for an .805 percentage, best in 
pro football right now. 

But it became increasingly 
difficult for him to accept Davis’ 
dominant role in the field operations 
of the Raiders, and the former 
All-America quarterback left the West 
Coast for the Buffalo Bills’ job. 

In naming Madden to succeed 
Rauch, Davis put in power a 
33-year-old assistant coach who 
apparently will be more willing to 
listen to Davis. 

**] feel everyone works 
together,” Madden said at the time of 
his appointment. “The decisions are 
not going to come from me but from 
everyone on the staff.” 

Davis, of course, is -a very 
prominent member of that staff. 

He is, however, not bashful 
about the role he plays. He likens his 
situation to that of the New York 
Yankees when they were the most 
successful team in baseball. 

“It never mattered who the 
manager was,”’ Davis says. ““No one or 
two or three men made a difference. 
The Yankees won with organization. I 
think I can see things in a larger 
organizational way than the coach. 

Both Buffalo and Boston are 
hoping their new coaches have a lot to 
contribute. The Bills, who won three 
consecutive Eastern Division titles in 
1964-65-66, plummeted to a 1-12-1 
record last year, second worst in 
league history. It will be Rauch’s job 
to get them going toward the top 
again. 

Rush has a similar problem at 
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Boston. Rush, who molded a world 
champion offense under Weeb Ewbank 
with the New York Jets, takes over 
from Mike Holovak, whose Patriots 
finished with a 4-10 mark last season 
and gave up the most points in pro 
football. 

Rush, 37, could have stayed 
with the Jets and taken over as head 
coach when Ewbank retires in the not 
too distant future, but instead he 
chose the challenge that the Patriots 
present. 

Accepting that challenge with 
him was George Sauer Sr., the Jets’ 
director of player personnel who took 
the job as Boston’s general manager. 
Holovak had held both positions. 

Not long after going to Boston, 
Sauer took the first step toward 
getting the Patriots back on the 
winning path by making the two 
biggest trades of the off-season, 

He sent perennial all-league 
linebacker Nick. Buoniconti to Miami 
for quarterback Kim Hammond and 
linebacker John Bramlett, and he dealt 
cornerback Leroy Mitchell to Houston 
for running back Sid Blanks, flanker 
Charley Frazier, linebacker Ron 
Caveness and cornerback Larry 
Carwell. 

But no matter whether or not 
they improve, the Patriots could be 
playing in Boston for the last time this 
season. Government officials have 
been slow in coming up with an 
acceptable proposal for a new stadium, 
and the Patriots’ Fenway Park, with its 
37,000 seating capacity, is 
unacceptable to league officials. 

Another conflict arose in the 
past few months between the Chargers 
and San Diego city officials over the 
use of San Diego Stadium by the 
Chargers and the baseball Padres. 
Rumors have cropped up from time to 
time that Charger owners are ready to 
move the team because of the dispute. 

As far as the playing part of the 
game is concerned, the New York Jets 
must be considered the team to beat 
because they are the reigning world 
champions. They easily won in the 
east last season and should take the 
crown again this time around although 
not necessarily with such ease. 

Buffalo, now that it has O. J. 
Simpson, could be the most improved 
team in the AFL and conceivably 
could edge Houston for second place 
in the east. Miami also will put up a 
fight for second before winding up in 
fourth, but Boston looks like the best 
bet for last. 


AFL 


A big year for TV living-room quarterbacks? 


John Madden 


In the west, it should be another 
fierce struggle between Oakland and 
Kansas City, with the Raiders slipping 
through again. The remaining teams 
should finish as they did last year, San 
Diego third, Denver fourth and 
Cincinnati a close fifth. 

However, just because New York 
and Oakland win the division crowns 
doesn’t mean they’ll play in the title 
game. Under a new system just for this 
year (actually, just for television), four 
teams will be involved in the playoffs. 

This is the way it will work: 

The team that finishes first in 
the Eastern Division will play the 
second place team in the west. The 
next day the Western winner will meet 
the second place team in the east. The 
following week the winners of those 
two games will play for the AFL 
championship and the right to play the 
National League champion in the 
Super Bowl. 

Under this setup, it is entirely 
conceivable that a second place team, 
even a sécond place team that might 
haye a 7-7 record, could play in the 
Super Bowl. That would make it 
something less than Super. 


Clive Rush 


Mike Holovak | 
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IN SPARE TIME 


as a way to increased earnings 


W HATEVER your present position — whatever 
your previous schooling — you can multiply your 
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A knowledge of Law is regarded today as in- 
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positions and reward them with top salaries. 

You can master Law easily and enjoyably at home 
— at remarkably low cost — under the supervision of 
LaSalle’s distinguished Law faculty. Your study is 
illustrated with actual legal cases. Upon completion 
of your training, you are awarded a Bachelor of Laws 


degree if qualified. The famed LaSalle Law Library 
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of 14 volumes is given to you as part 
of your course. 
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NEW YORK JETS 


Everyone will be out to make the champs look like chumps. 


aa 


Don Maynard Matt Snell 


L Davis, the boss of the Oakland Raiders, was talking a 
while ago about what might happen in the AFL this 
season. 

“That young New York quarterback did so much for 
the American Football League it’ll be hard to get mad at 
him,” Davis said. “But we’ll find a way.” 

That’s what the other nine teams in the league are 
doing right now—irying to find a way to beat the Jets, pro 
football’s most celebrated team after their 16-7 upset of the 
Baltimore Colts in the Super Bowl. 

The Jets’ situation can be looked at in two 
ways—they’re the kings of the football world so everyone 
will be pointing for them, thereby making things rough; or, 
they’re a championship team that’s just developing into a 
solid entity. 

Chances are, the second thought should prevail 
although that doesn’t mean the Jets automatically will win 
the championship again. 

“We have one goal in mind, and that’s winning the 
Super Bowl again,’ Coach Weeb Ewbank says. “I feel we 
have a young ball club that is actually still improving. Last 
season we had more cohesiveness than we’ve had in the 
past, and I like to think it was because we are maturing and 
playing together more.” 

What the Jets have against them is history—no AFL 
team has repeated as champion in the past four years. But 
then no coach ever had won titles in both the American and 
the National Leagues until Ewbank won last year. 

Joe Namath, of course, is the central figure on the 
team, and as long as his knees hold up, which they did last 
year, New York should be okay. Namath threw for less 
yardage and fewer touchdowns last year than in 1967, but 
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Jets’ Bill Mathis has ball, but Oilers’ Webster has him. 


game results are what count. 

Surrounding Namath is a trio of receivers ranked 
among the best in the game and a line that allowed the 
opposition to drop Namath and Babe Parilli for losses only 
18 times. 

The receivers are flanker Don Maynard, split end 
George Sauer and tight end Pete Lammons while the line is 
made up of tackes Winston Hill and Sam Walton, guards 
Randy Rasmussen, Dave Herman and Bob Talamini and 
center John Schmitt. 

If Walton isn’t careful, though, he could lose his job 
to rookie Dave Foley, New York’s No. 1 draft choice from 
Ohio State. 

While Namath takes care of the passing, the running is 
in good hands as Matt Snell and Emerson Boozer continue 
to improve following damaging injuries the season before 
last. 

Defensively, the Jets had the best team in the AFL in 
1968. End Gerry Philbin sparks the defense and is joined on 
the line by end Verlon Biggs and tackles John Elliott and 
Paul Rochester or Carl McAdams. 

The linebackers are Larry Grantham, Ralph Baer and 
Al Atkinson, and the safeties are Jim Hudson and Billy 
Baird, but the corners are not so firm. Randy Beverly 
probably will start at one corner with Johnny Sample and 
Cornell Gordon sharing the other. 

The Jets’ biggest weakness last year was the lack of a 
breakway threat on kick returns, and they might have 
solved it by drafting Chris Gilbert of Texas. 

If Gilbert does come through on returns, the Jets will 
be that much tougher, and Al Davis will have to look even 
harder to find a way to beat them. 


COACH YOUR OWN PRO FOOTBALL TEAM! 


PLAY THE APBA PRO LEAGUE FOOTBALL GAME 


COACH ALL THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS! 
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Each player, not just the stars, responds in every detail, according to his 
National Football League records—in passing, punting, pass receiving, place kicking 
and ball carrying. You can. count on the League's outstanding runners to lead your 
league's ground game. They and every other ball carrier will average their NFL 
ground gaining percentage, including their long runs, too! 

You call the plays on offense and set the line on defense for the play you think 
is coming. You can even ‘‘gang-up"’ on the player you think will carry the ball or 
receive the pass, and if you analyze the opponent's plays correctly, you stop or lessen. 


his advance! 


APBA Pro League Footbal] reproduces every de- 
tail of the living game — injuries, penalty call-backs 
after the play is run, the clock-stopping out-of- 
bounds plays and incomplete passes, realistic fum- 
ble frequency and all the minute details that give a 
realism never before known in a table football game. 

Even the interior offensive and defensive line- 
men will reflect their real-life running ability on re- 
covered fumbles, blocked kicks or intercepted passes. 


Defensively, too, every player js just as realistic. 
You'll miss a star Cleveland linebacker when he’s in- 
jured, just as much as the real-life Browns do! 

You'll thrill to find your leading quarterbacks 
throwing more touchdown passes than the other 
quarterbacks and the leading punters will average the 
highest yardage per kick for you, too. The place kickers 
will give you results typical of their season's perform- 
ance, on long tries as well as the short ones! 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYER SETS ALSO AVAILABLE 


We will send you complete details of this fabulous game, now in its twelfth year, if you will 
just send us your name and address (PLEASE PRINT IT) and ask for ““APBA Football.’’ Under no obliga- 
tion to you, we shall send a complete description of the game and how it may be obtained, including pic- 


tures and a free sample card of one of the 480 players included in this sensational game. 


APBA GAME CO., INC. ° 


Copyright 1969 


53-29F Eastman Avenue ® Lancaster, Penna. 17604 
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HOUSTON OILERS 


If Lemm tightens quarterback slot, they’Il hit a gusher. 


TJ"HE Oilers set out last year to prove their Eastern 
Division championship in 1967 was no fluke. Their goal 
this year is to get back to the top. 

The Oilers, however, still have the same problem they 
experienced last year, when they were unseated by the Jets 
as the top of the East. Their quarterback situation is shaky. 

Coach Wally Lemm thought the problem was solved 
when Pete Beathard began to develop toward the end of 
1967. But Beathard was hampered in 1968 by 
ineffectiveness and an appendicitis attack. As a result he 
ranked only eighth among the AFL’s quarterbacks with 47 
percent of his passes completed. 

Lemm also tried Don Trull and young Bob Davis, but 
neither did much to spark the Oiler offense, and the team 
fell to a 7-7 record. 

Apparently Lemm is satisfied that one good 
quarterback will emerge from the trio because he didn’t 
draft another one and he didn’t trade for one. 

In fact, his No. 1 draft pick was a defensive player, 
linebacker Ron Pritchard of Arizon Sate, and his major deal 
was for a defensive player, cornerback Leroy Mitchell. 

In obtaining Mitchell from the Boston Patriots, the 
Oilers gave up four players—cornerback Larry Carwell, 
linebacker Ron Caveness, receiver Charley Frazier and 
running back Sid Blanks. 

Mitchell developed rapidly in his second season in 
1968 and can only strenghten Houston’s secondary, which 


already is the best in the East. He’ll team with Miller Farr at 
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All systems are go as Oilers Granger slips past K.C. defense for score. 


the corners while Ken Houston and W. K. Hicks will run at 
safety. 

Pritchard will battle veteran Olen Underwood for a 
linebacking job. The other two linebackers, George Webster 
and Garland Boyette, are set. In fact, just having Webster 
makes the Oilers’ defense set. 

The front four consists of Pat Holmes and Elvin 
Bethea at the ends and Willie Parker and George Rice at the 
tackles. Tom Domres could see action at tackle if Rice is 
not completely recovered from knee surgery. 

While Lemm is trying to settle his quarterback 
situation, he'll look at Roy Hopkins, a second-string 
fullback, at halfback. That spot has been left open by the 
Army, which has claimed Woody Campbell. 

Lemm feels Hopkins can work well with fullback 
Hoyle Granger, who will try to get back over the 
1,000-yard mark in rushing. Granger slipped to 848 yards 
last season after soaring to 1,194 the season before. 

For receivers, the Oilers have Alvin Reed at tight end, 
Jim Beirne at split end and Mac Haik at flanker plus rookie 
Jerry Levias of Southern Methodist, the No. 2 draft pick. 
The Oilers selected Levias in case Haik has trouble coming 
back from off-season knee surgery. 

The interior offensive line is strong with tackles Walt 
Suggs and Glen Ray Hines, guards Tom Regner and Sonny 
Bishop and center Bobby Maples. 

Now if the Oilers can figure out who Maples will be 
centering the ball to, they’ll be okay. 
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MIAMI DOLPHINS 


They’re still a young team but their muscle is all adult. 


HE Miami Dolphins are a young team in more ways 
than one. 

They are only three years old, having joined the AFL 
in 1966, and they are loaded with youngsters—good 
youngsters. 

The most important youngster is Bob Griese, the 
quarterback of whom Coach George Wilson says, “I 
wouldn’t trade Griese for any quarterback, including Joe 
Namath. Considering Namath’s physical condition, of 
course.” 

Griese, starting his third season, is the center of the 
Dolphins, offense, of course. Last year he completed 52.4 
percent of his passes for 2,473 yards and 21 touchdowns. 
Only one other regular, Kansas City’s Len Dawson, 
completed a better percentage of his passes. Bob Griese 

The men who help Griese’s passing attack go also are 
young. Of his three wide receivers, Jack Clancy is in his 
third year and Karl Noonan and Howard Twilley are in 
their fourth. Tight end Doug Moreau also is starting his 
fourth. 

Clancy was expected to be Griese’s top receiver last 
year, but he injured a knee and missed the entire season. 
The injury enabled Noonan to show what he can do, and 
what he did was catch 58 passes, including 11 for 
touchdowns. 

Twilley caught 39 passes while Moreau added 27. 

Still another youngster, Jim Kiick, showed his 
versatility by leading the Dolphins in rushing with 621 
yards and also caught 44 passes. Yet Kiick, in his second 
year, faces a fight to keep his job because the Dolphins 


drafted Eugene (Mercury) Morris, West Texas State star Larry Csonka Nick Buoniconti 
ae the college career record for rushing with 3,388 Morris probably will wind up as a kick returner and 
yards. 


with Jimmy Hines could give the Dolphins the fleetest pair 
of returners in the league. Hines is the Olympic 100-meter 
champion who signed with Miami late last season. 

Rounding out the backfield is fullback Larry. Csonka, 
another second-year player who was hampered last season 
by two concussions. 

The line has tackles Doug Crusan and Norm Evans, 
guards, Maxie Williams and Billy Neighbors and center Tom 
Goode. 

Actually, Miami*s major problem has been defense 
and the Dolphins are hoping they’ve alleviated the situation 
by a trade and the draft. 

The trade brought them Nick Buoniconti, a perennial 
all-league linebacker, from the Boston Patriots. The 
Dolphins gave up reserve quarterback Kim Hammond and 
linebacker John Bramlett. 

The draft brought Georgia’s Bill Stanfill, a two-year 
All-American. Stanfill could win a job at either defensive 
end or tackle while Buoniconti moves in at middle 
linebacker. 

Other linemen include ends Manny Fernandez and 
Mel Branch and tackles Tom Nomina and Jim Urbanek 
while the other two linebacking jobs will be fought for by \ 
Frank Emanuel, Ed Weisacosky and Randall Edmunds. 

Willie West has retires from the secondary, leaving the 
saftety jobs to Dick Anderson, who intercepted eight passes 


ees 


: - —- é- 3 : Lum as a rookie, and Bob Petrella. The cornerbacks are Jimmy 
a  SEeeas =? —— Warren and Dick Westmoreland. 
Taking pass on fingertips from Bob Griese, Dolphin’s Twilley was The Dolphins have improved each year and could 
hit hard by Curt Frazier but held on to set up team’s first score. continue to get better if their defense does. 
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BOSTON PATRIOTS 


In no great rush for title 


LIVE Rush knew how serious a situation he was setting 

Ainto when he became head coach of the .soston 

Patriots, but he apparently didn’t know how shocking the 
whole thing was. 

Two weeks after he took the job, leaving his 
assistant’s post with the New York Jets, he stepped to a 
microphone to introduce another ex-Jet, George Sauer Sr., 
as the Patriots’ new general manager. 

Rush wrapped his hand around the-microphone, and 
an electric shock instantly passed through his body. It took 
him about five seconds to free himself from the mike. 

It will, of course, take Rush much longer than that to 
oP the Patriots from the low position into which they’ve 
allen. 

It didn’t however, take Sauer long to get going in his 
job. Shortly after he joined Rush in succeeding Mike 
Holovak, fired from both jobs, Sauer worked out two major 
deals. 

In one he sent Nick Buoniconti, a perennial all-league 
linebacker, to Miami for, quarterback Kim Hammond and 
linebacker John Bramlett. In the other he shipped 
cornerback Leroy Mitchell to Houston for cornerback 
Larry Carwell, running back Sid Blanks, receiver Charley 
Frazier and linebacker Ron Caveness. 

While most of the new Patriots give the team bodies, 
Hammond could give the Patriots the quarterback they’ve 
been looking for. Mike Taliaferro, acquired from New York 
for Babe Parilli, was a major disappointment last year, and 
free agent Tom Sherman didn’t do much better. 

Hammond saw very little action as a rookie backup to 
Bob Griese in 1968, but he has a lot of potential, and Rush 
should know a good quarterback when he sees one because 
he worked so closely with Joe Namath at New York. 

In acquiring Hammond, the Patriots also reunite. the 
passing combination that sparkled for Florida State two 
years ago. The other half of that combination is Ron 
Sellers, Boston’s No. 1 draft choice who established a 
collegiate career record of 3,598 yards in receptions. 

Sellers should have little trouble in winning the 
starting job at split end, joining tight end Jim Whalen and 
flanker Aaron Marsh or Frazier as the receivers for who ever 
wins the No. | quarterback job. 

While the Patriots’ passing attack could improve, 
there’s no telling what might happen to their running 
attack. Fullback Jim Nance underwent surgery for a 
damaged ankle in February, and not everyone is optimistic 
about his chances for making a complete comeback this 
season. 

After going well over the 1,000 mark in rushing the 
two previous seasons, Nance plummeted to 593 last year. 


The halfback could be either Blanks or R. C. Gamble. 

On the line Boston has center Jon Morris, guards 
Justin Canale and Len. St. Jean and tackles Tom Funchess 
and To Neville. 

Defensively, the line will be improved if end Larry 
Eisenhauer comes back with his leg trouble all solved. The 
other end is Jim Hunt while the tackles are Dennis Byrd 
and Houston Antwine. 

Bramlett should move into the linebacking trio with 
Ed Philpott and Caveness or Doug Satcher while Carwell 
undoubtedly will take Mitchell’s spot at cornerback. The 


try, Rush will try rebuilding. 


other cornerback is Daryl Johnson, and the safeties are 
John Charles and Don Webb or Bill Johnson. 

What it all seems to add up to isa rebuilding year for 
Rush and the Patriots. 

“JT can’t make any predictions about a 
championship,” Rush says. “‘The first thing we’ll strive for 
is an improvement which will allow us to be an interesting 
professional football team.” 

At least Bostonians have Rush’s word that the 
Patriots will be professional this year. 


John Bramlett 


Jon Morris _Gino Cappelletti 
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Gain is short but sweet as Patriots’ Nance hits the turf. 
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BUFFALO BILLS 


With no injuries, plus O. J. they may be a thundering herd. 


OHN Rauch brings to Buffalo the best coaching record 

among pro football’s active coaches, and O. J. Simpson 
brings the most heralded reputation among pro football’s 
rookies. 

The combination could be enough to vault the Bills 
back toward the top of the Eastern Division. 

Rauch comes to the Bills after three years with the 
Oakland Raiders during which he amassed a 33-8-1 record 
for a sparkling .805 percentage. He succeeds Harvey 
Johnson, the team’s director of player personnel, who 
stepped in when Joe Collier was fired early last season. 

A major part of Collier’s problem last year was player 
injuries, an affliction Rauch hopes he can avoid. For 
example, quarterback Jack Kemp suffered a knee injury in 
training camp, touching off a series of injuries to 
quarterbacks that eventually left the Bills with a flanker, Ed 
Rutkowski, at the position. 

Two starting linemerf, tackle Dick Hudson and guard 
Joe O’Donnell, also missed the entire season with knee 
injuries, and rookie fullback Ben Gregory needed surgery 
on his knee after the sixth game. 

With everyone sound this year, and with the addition 
of Simpson, the Bills could cause some trouble at least a lot 
’ more than they did last year when they compiled a 1-12-1 

5 record. 
Billy Shaw Ron McDole In Simpson, the Bills have a workhorse runner who 
averaged 36 carries a game at Southern California over two 
: : ey years. In that time he became the only college runner ever 

The Chargers learn it takes three to tangle with Bills’ Anderson. jo gain more than 3,000 yards in two seasons. 

3 It’s possible the Bills will have an all-rookie running 
back combination because Bill Enyart, the No. 2 draft 
choice from Oregon State, could wind up as the starting 
fullback if Gregory’s knee doesn’t hold up. 

Kemp is physically sound again and should have two 
good young wide receivers in flanker Haven Moses and split 
end Richard Trapp. Paul Costa is the tight end again. 

O’Donnell and Hudson remain question marks on the 
line. If O’Donnell can’t make it all the way back, Bob Kalsu 
will continue at right guard, and if Hudson’s knee won’t let 
him come back, Dick Cunningham will be at right tackle. 

The left side of the line has Stew Barber at tackle and 
Bill Shaw at guard while the center is Al Bemiller. 

The defense, which was the team’s strong point last 
year, should be solid again. 

Ron McDole and Tom Day are the ends, Jim 
Dunaway and Tom Sestak the tackles and Paul Guidry, 
Harry Jacobs and Mike Stratton the linebackers. 

The secondary has Booker Edgerson and George Byrd 
at the corners and Tom Janik and George Saimes at the 
s safeties. 

It’s going to take a lot more than Simpson, of course, 
to get the Bills moving. But he’s as good a place as any to 
start. 

“To me, O. J. can do anything,” Rauch says. “He’s a 
complete football player and can make a difference in 
games for us.” 

So can healthy players. 


t-—— 
Jackie Kemp 
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about this true to life 


FOOTBALL GAME 


PASSING * KIGKING * DEFENSE 
* RUNNING * COACHING * 


For the sports fan, for the game fan, who really wants to get 
involved. Now you take the controls, it’s you kneeling in the 
huddle and calling an off-tackle smash, a look-in pass or the 
bomb. It’s you moving the Jets down the field in the closing 
seconds of a game, picking apart the defense. You, on of- 
fense and defense, make the specific move, utilize the op- 
tions all quarterbacks and defensive captains have before 
them. And each and every player performs exactly to his 
ability, so that an endless number of possibilities are avail- 
able. 


There’s nothing close to it, nothing in the history of sports 
games that even approaches the accuracy, the chess-like duel 
and imaginative workout you receive from playing STRAT- 
O-MATIC PRO FOOTBALL. 


2 GAMES IN ONE 


An Advanced Game for adults and an Elementary Game for 
youngsters. It gives you the opportunity to coach 1000 Pro 
Football players, who will pass, run, kick and play defense 
for you as in real life—it’s all there in Strat-O-Matic Pro Foot- 
ball. 


IF YOU LIKE FOOTBALL YOU’LL 
LOVE TO PLAY STRAT-0-MATIC 


eae ee eS ee 
Get the Entire Story. Mail coupon for a colorful free 
brochure containing complete information and 
FREE SAMPLES today! Offer limited. Don’t delay. 
Write today while supply lasts! 
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FANS RAVE Here are just a few of the 

hundreds of letters we re- 
ceive every week, from football fans aged 9 to 90, 
from coast to coast! 


My roommates in my apartment at Michigan Univer- 
sity are wild about the game and are pitching in four 
ways to buy it. 

J.C., Ann Arbor, Michigan 


My 10 year old grandson spends 3/4 of his time at his 
friend’s home playing the game. Being a grandmother, 
it is surprising to me the strong desire this child has for 
the game. 

J.M., Scranton, Penna. 


Your game is the best investment I ever made. The 
game is great. 
S.L., Bellmore, NY. 


It’s just great. The passing, running and kicking are 
exactly right. 
M.K., New York, N.Y. 


It is the greatest game on the market. The advanced 
version does just about everything but sell popcorn. 
For an avid football fan, vour game introduces a new 
dimension that makes watching the pros that much 


more enjoyable. R.G., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Strat-O-Matic Game Co., Inc. Box 541F, Great Neck, N.Y. 11022 
B@RBeBeBeBHEBEeSBeeBeBBRBEHReBBRaBaeBeaeaeaeaeseaeseseaes BB B 
Strat-o-matic football game co., inc. Dept 249 box 541F, Great Neck, N.Y. 11022 gy 


al 
a Send exciting Free Strat-O-Matic Football game offer and samples. | enclose 10 a 
= cents in coin or stamps to cover postage and handling. 3 
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ARKLAND RAIDERS 


Do Lamonica’s receivers hold the key to a third crown? 


is the Raiders perform as unspectacularly as the manner 
in which they announced their new head coach, they’re 
going to be in a lot of trouble. 

Chances are, however, they won’t, and that means 
trouble for the rest of the league. 

Following John Rauch’s not unexpected resignation 
after three seasons in which he compiled a fantastic .805 


record, the Raiders named John Madden, an assistant under 
Rauch, to succeed him. 


Face mask play is invoked as Raiders’ Keating hits Atkinson. 
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But unlike other coaching changes, which are usually 
accompanied by trumpets and bright lights, this one was 
disclosed in a brief press release. Madden wasn’t even in 
Oakland when his appointment was announced. 

But Al Davis, the man who runs the Raiders, has 
funny ways of doing things, and he really won’t care, or 
maybe eyen remember, how Madden’s appointment was 
announced when the Raiders win their third straight 
Western crown. That is a very likely possibility. 

Unlike 1967 when they breezed through their 
division, the Raiders had to struggle for last year’s 
title—-won in a playoff with Kansas City—because of a 
number of key injuries. 

Even before the season started ace defensive tackle 
Tom Keating and linebacker Bill Laskey were lost for the 
season with severely damaged Achilles tendons. Then 
during the season fullback Hewritt Dixon played much of 
the time with a bad knee, quarterback Daryle Lamonica 
hurt a knee, and brilliant cornerback Kent McCloughan 
suffered cartilage and ligament damage in a knee. Guard 
Wayne Hawkins also missed much of the year with a bad 
knee. 

Hawkins did not need surgery, but McCloughan, 
Dixon and defensive tackle Dan Birdwell did. 

The Raiders’ biggest problem is how well some of the 
more seriously injured can come back. Just in case Keating 
or, Birdwell can’t, Oakland drafted defensive tackle Art 
Thoms of Syracuse in the first round.. Whoever are the 
tackles will team with ends Ike Lassiter and Ben Davidson 
up front. 

If Laskey is okay, he’ll join Dan Conners and Gus 
Otto backing up the line while McCloughan would return to 
corner with Willie Brown at the other corner and Dave 
Grayson and Rodger Bird or Warren Powers at the safeties. 
There’s also George Atkinson, who filled in well at corner 
as well as serving as one of the top kick-return men in the 
league as a rookie. 

Offensively, the brightest spot in 1968 was the 
development of Warren Wells and Fred Biletnikoff as 
dangerous wide receivers. Biletnikoff was third with 61 
catches, and Wells was sixth with 53. Wells also led the 
league with 11 touchdown catches. Tight end Billy Cannon 
teams with this pair to give Lamonica some truly inviting 
targets. 

The running game, of course, revolves around Dixon, 
who was third in the league with 865 yards. In the second 
half of the season the Raiders discovered a bright halfback 
prospect in Charley Smith who averaged 5.3 yards on 95 
carries for 504 yards. 

With the possible exception of Hawkins, whose spot 
at right guard was taken over by Jim Harvey, the interior 
offensive line is set with Gene Upshaw at the other guard, 
Jim Otto at center and Bob Syihus and Harry Schuh at the 
tackles. 

As far as the new coach is concerned, Madden is, at 
33 years of age, the youngest coach in the league. When he 
finally returned to town to be introduced publicly, he 
talked about his assistants. 

“T had been thinking for a long time about who I’d 
like for assistants if I became a head coach,” he said. “Like 
some kids play house, I played head coach.” 

He’s still in a game, but now it’s for real. 
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RANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


Heap tough front four will be on warpath for the wampum. 


Len Dawson Buck Buchanan 


E will definitely be a better team in 1969. It will be a 
real challenge, however, to improve on our 1968 
records.” 


With this seeming paradox, Coach Hank Stram of the 
Chiefs states the problem the Chiefs face this year. They 
had their best record, 12-2, last season but failed to win the 
Western Division title when they lost a playoff to the 
Oakland Raiders 41-6. 

Thus, taking Stram’s statement one sentence at a 
time, there’s no doubt it will be a challenge to improve 
their record, and chances are the Chiefs will be a better 
team than last year. 

They should be a better team because when 1968 
started they had eight new starters. Now that everyone’s 
played together for a year, they should be a more cohesive 
unit. 

For example, one of the new starters was Bob 
Holmes, the rookie fullback who was second in rushing in 
the league with 866 yards and an excellent per carry 
average of five yards. He also ran for seven touchdowns, 
second best in the league. 

Having done that well as a first-year player, Holmes 
should be ready to take advantage of the experience he 
received and surpass his achievements of 1968. 

The Chiefs also can expect a better collective 
performance from their wide receivers—Otis Taylor, Frank 
Pitts and Gloster Richardson—who spent much of last 
season injured. As a result, Taylor caught just 20 passes, 
Richardson 22 and Pitts 30 while halfback Mike Garrett led 
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the team with 33 receptions. 

With this trio sound this year, quarterback Len 
Dawson should be even more effective although it will be 
difficult for him to improve on his league-leading 
performance in which he completed 58.5 percent of his 
passes and had a lofty average gain of 9.42 yards per_pass. 

At the same time, if Garrett is freed from some of his 
pass-catching duties he should do better than the 564 yards 
he rushed for last year. 

All of these offensive fireworks will go on behind an 
interior line of tackles Jim Tyrer and Dave Hill, guards Ed 
Budde and Mo Moorman and center E. J. Holub. 

There are two changes on offense. In an effort to 
prolong the careers of Fred Arbanas and Curtis McClinton, 
Stram has moved Arbanas from tight end to tackle and 
McClinton from fullback to tight end. Arbanas will have a 
tough time beating out Hill at right tackle, but McClinton 
could start at tight end ahead of Reg Carolan, a veteran 
backup man to Arbanas in the past. 

Defensively, the Chiefs have to improve only at 
cornerback where Emmitt Thomas, Willie Mitchell and 
Goldie Sellers were disappointing at times. As a result, Jim 
Marsalis, the No. 1 draft choice from Tennessee State, 
could win a starting job as a rookie. The safeties are set 
with Johnny Robinson and Jim Kearney. 

The linebackers are the best trio in the league—Bobby 
Bell, Willie Lanier and Jim Lynch—while the front four is as 
brutal as there is in the league—ends Jerry Mays and Aaron 
Brown and tackles Buck Buchanan, and Ed Lothamer 
although Ernie Ladd could see a lot of action at Lothamer’s 
spot if his knee holds up following surgery. 

This defensive unit, incidentally, established an AFL 
record in 1968 by allowing only 177 points and tied 
another mark by giving up just four touchdowns rushing. 

If Stram tightens the corners, the Chiefs very well 
could be a better team this year. But Oakland is still 
around, so the division title is further away than just 
around the corner. 


Bronco’s Smith is there, but Hayes makes 8 yards, and third down. 
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SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


If Hadl’s hot and new defense holds up — watch them roll. 


Noe that they’ve gotten their toughest battle out of the 
-. \ way, all the Chargers have to do is play the season. 

Their toughest battle was luring quarterback John 
Had1 back. Had1 played out his option in 1968, declining to 
sign a contract, and he said as late as the last week in March 
he would not return to the Chargers this year. 

But then Coach-General Manager Sid Gillman stepped 
into the contract negotiations, and a couple of weeks later, 
the veteran quarterback agreed to come back. 

Without him, of course, the Chargers would have 
been in dire trouble. Faced with the prospect of losing 
Hadl, they made quarterback Marty Domres of Columbia 
their No. 1 draft pick. But instead of throwing the 
6-foot-4% youngster to the league’s front fours, they’ll now 
be able to bring him along slowly in anticipation of the day 
when Had] carries out his threat. 

Aside from the Hadl question, the Chargers’ biggest 
problem is their late season letdown. 

In 1967 San Diego was 8-1-1 and in the thick of the 
Western Division race, but then it lost its last four games. 
Last season the Chargers’ 10-game record was 8-2. Again 
they were in the race. But again they collapsed, losing three 
of the last four contests. 

The reason was twofold. One, an erratic Hadl; two, a 
porous deferise. 

Hadl was the most prolific passer in the league, 
throwing 440 times for 3,473 yards and 27 touchdowns, 
but he also had 32 passes intercepted, which also were the 
most in the league. 

The defense also was prolific, allowing the sixth most 
yardage in the league, an average of 310 yards a game. This 


Silly millimeter out is Hadl pass tossed to Gary Garrison. 
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helped negate much of the worth of the offense’s average of 
385 yards a game. 

This year, Gillman hopes the defense will be better 
because it has worked together for a year as a unit and it 
has more depth. 

On the line are ends Houston Ridge and Steve 
DeLong and tackles Russ Washington and Scott Appleton. 
Ron Billingsley and Bob Briggs are in reserve. Jeff Staggs is 
the only certain starter at linebacker with Rick Redman, 
returning from the injured list, and Tom Erlandson battling 
for the job on the other side and Chuck Allen, Jim 
Fetherston and rookie Bob Babich going at it in the middle. 

Kenny Graham holds one safety spot, the other going 
to Joe Beauchamp or Dick Farley, while the cornerbacks 
will come from Speedy Duncan, Bob Howard and Jim 
Tolbert. 

Most positions are set on offense with flanker Lance 
Alworth, split end Gary Garrison and tight end Jacque 
MacKinnon or Willie Frazier serving as Hadl’s targets. 
Heading the running attack is Dick Post, who averaged a 
league-leading 5.0 yards a carry last season. 

The other running-back spot will go to Brad Hubbert, 
returning from a knee injury, Gene Foster or Jim Allison. 

The interior line has Terry Owens and Ron Mix at the 
tackles, Walt Sweeney and Gary Kirner or Larry Little at 
the guards and Sam Gruneisen at center. 

There’s no reason to believe the Charger offense will 
be any less explosive this season, what with Hadl throwing, 
Alworth and Garrison catching, Post running and the great 
line blocking. 

It’s up to the defense, then, to stop the explosions. 


Ron Mix John Had! 


Dick Post Gary Garrison 
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hand in front of you. You seem to be able to 
look right through the flesh and see the bones 
underneath. Look at your friend. Is that really 
his body you ‘'see’’ under his clothes? Loads 
of laughs and fun at parties. Send only $1 plus 
25¢ shipping charges 


Money Back Guarantee either way 


HONOR HOUSE PRODUCTS CORP 
Lynbrook. N Y Dept 276XR55 


charges 


PELLET, 
FIRING 


“STINGER AUTOMATIC” 


50 22 CAL, PELLETS FREE 
Looks and Feels Like Real Pocket 
Automatic — Loads 15 Shots 
Fires 22 cal. pellets just as fast as 
you can pull the trigger, Great for 
fast action combat-type target prac- 
tice. 50 re-usable 22 cal. pellets 
free. Free supply of targets. Money 
back if not satisfied. Just send 
$1.00 plus 25c for postage and 

handling to: 
‘Honor House Dept.276RA55 Lynbrook. N.Y. 11563 


INSTANTLY! 


From Dingy To Radiant White With Amazing New LAB. TESTED 
“Dental Cosmetic" Enamel — Like A Movie-Star Smile! 


Are you smile shy because of discolored, dull and un- 
attractive teeth? Then try WYTEN, a marvelous new 
“Dental Cosmetic” for an attractive new glamorous 
look. Just brush on and instantly you transform dis- 
colored, yellow and dingy tecth into a sparkling white 
finish that appears pearl-like and natural. WYTEN is 
used by thousands of smart women and theatrical folks 
to cover up stains, blemishes and even gold fillings. 
Dental formula is completely safe and harmless for 
natural as well as false teeth. LAB, TESTED. 


SEND NO MONEY! Free 10 Day Trial! 


Just mail coupon today. Pay Postman on delivery, $1.98 
plus postage for a 3-4 months supply. Or send only 
$1.98 with order and we pay postage. (2 Wyten $3.50, 
3 Wyten $5.00) MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, 


FREE 10 DAY TRIAL COUPON! 
NU-FIND PRODUCTS CO. DEPT. TL55 


Box 205 Church St., N,Y.C, 10008 

Rush my LAB, TESTED “WYTEN" at once (in plain 
wrapper) marked “Personal”. I will pay postman on 
delivery $1.98 plus postage for a 3-4 months supply. 
I must be delighted with the new beauty “Wyten” 
brings to my teeth or I can return after 10 day trial 
fer a full refund. 


0 2 Wyten $3.50 
(0 3 Wyten $5.00 


0 SAVE POSTAGE. Enclose $1.98 
now and we pay postage. 
Same refund guarantee. 


WE PICK 


CHECK AND COMPARE THE 
OUTSTANDING FEATURES OFFERED BY 
CAVALIER! POINTWISE PREDICTIONS FOR: 


1) All leading college games played during the ten big weeks of 
the season. Each prediction is supported by a short comment 
that shows the main reason behind our selection. 

2) All games during the same period in both the NFL & AFL with an 
indication of the three that we consider tops for the week. 

3) At least FOUR college games that we have determined to be the best of the lot. 
These selections are made affer a careful study of all aspects of each contest, 

4) The major bow! games, This “SPECIAL BOWL RELEASE” is mailed during the 
middle of December and offers an in-depth analysis of each of the top bowl games. 

This report is air mailed fo you every Tuesday beginning with the 

games to be played September 20. Just $10.00 for the eleven issues. 


Be with the winners. 


MAIL YOUR COUPON NOW! | P. 0. Box 4724 © Richmond, Va. 23229 


| _] Enclosed is cash, check or money-order for $10.00 
to cover the full cost of my subscription for this 
season. 


P. 0. Box 4724, 


pn 
Richmond, Va, 23229 | 


PLEASE PRINT CAREFULLY 


Cy ial 


WAYS TO BUILD 
A HE-MAN BODY 


Slap 4 inches of muscle on your chest — 3 inches on each arm... give yourself Life Guard 
shoulders, muscularize your waist and build athletic legs just as U.S. Olympic Champions and 
Mr. America winners—got their's FAST! Their secrets are all here—yours absolutely Free! 


| don't care if you're skinny or fat, short all here —YOURS ABSOLUTELY FREE! 
or tall, young or not-so-young .. . even if These 8 ideas have been building cham- 


you own the scraggiest, puniest, flabbiest 
body — virtually overnight these free 8 
Muscle Building Ideas will instantly show 
you how the ‘'Mr. America’’ and U.S. 
Olympic Champions eat to gain a pound 
of muscle a day, or lose a pound of fat 
daily — plus the favorite exercise tricks 
that will help you get larger arms, a deeper 
chest, broader shoulders and back, a trim- 
mer waist and athletic legs . . . master self- 
defense and improve athletic ability. It's 


EXTRA BONUS! 


FREE 


Write To: 

JOE WEIDER Dept. 18-89s2 
Trainer of Champions Since 1936 
531 32nd Street, 

Union City, N. J, 07087 


pions since 1936— more than 2,000,000 
successful students. Start using these New 
Space-Age Ideas today and get a body that 
will bring you fame instead of shame. Act 
now—supply is limited. Don’t let this once- 
in-a-lifetime free offer pass you by. You're 
under no obligation ... enclose only 25c to 
cover postage and handling charges. For 
your Free Set of 8 Muscle Building ideas 
and Big Free Book! = 


“GAIN UP TO 14 POUNDS IN 14 DAYS” — yours 
as an extra bonus if you act immediately! Cram-packed with 
vital information on gaining solid, muscular weight. 
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DENVER BRONCOS 


Well in the running, they could also run wild over foes. 


T is, of course, ironic that Rick Jackson has a bit part ina 
movie called The Protectors. 

It is opposing passers who need protection from 
Jackson. 

The 6-foot-3, 255 pound defensive end is one of the 
prime reasons the Broncos had an improved 5-6 record 
going into the last three games of last season, the suicide 
segment of the schedule in which they played San Diego, 
Oakland and Kansas City on consecutive weekends. 

They lost all three games and finished at 5-9, but 
Coach Lou Saban had seen enough to know his team was 
headed in the right direction. 

Jackson was a non-playing linebacker at Oakland 
until Saban traded for him two years ago. The Bronco boss 
turned him into an end, and he spent all last season 
harrassing opposing backs, climaxing the year by being 
named to the all-AFL team. 

With Jackson the anchorman on a rapidly developing 
defensive line, Saban now seeks to strengthen the 
secondary. He started in the college draft by making three 
of his first four choices defensive backs—Grady Cavness of 
Texas—El Paso, Bill Thompson of Maryland State and Ed 
Hayes of Morgan State. 

These three rookies will try and win a job in the 
secondary, battling Charley Greer, Drake Garrett and Pete 
Jaquess at the corners and Gus Hollomon, Tom Oberg and 
Jack Lentz at the safeties. 

John Huard appears to be the only linebacker who is 
set while Pete Duranko should be the other end and Dave 
Costa and Rex Mirich or Jerry Inman will be the tackles. 

The offense could be explosive this year—if everyone 
stays healthy.. 


Last year quarterback Steve Tensi fractured his 
collarbone before the season and again in mid-November. 
Al Denson, his favorite receiver, also fractured his 


Broncos’ Forsberg stops R 
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aiders Atkinson. Broncs took tilt, 33-27. 


Rich Jackson Floyd Little 


Sty 
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Al Denson 


Steve Tensi 


collarbone twice, and Floyd Little, Denver’s primary 
running threat, was hampered much of the season by a 
painful ankle injury. 

Tensi, if he’s physically sound, likely will be the No. 
1 quarterback although not without a fight from Marlin 
Briscoe, the first Negro to start at quarterback in pro 
football. 

When Tensi was injured last year, the 5-foot-10 
Briscoe took full advantage of it. With no previous pro 
experience, he finished seventh among the league’s passers 
and threw 14 touchdown tosses, only one less than Joe 
Namath. 

Besides settling the quarterback spot, the Broncos 
need some running help for Little, and it'll have to come 
from one of two fullbacks, Brendan McCarthy or Garrett 
Ford. 

Denson’s colleagues in the pass receiving department 
are Eric Crabtree or Billy Van Heusen at flanker and Tom 
Beer at tight end. 

The interior offensive line is fairly well set with Sam 
Brunelli and Mike Current at the tackles, George Goeddeke 
and Boy Young at the guards and Larry Kaminski at center. 

“We feel we’re making progress,” says Saban, who’s 
starting his third year of a 10-year contract as coach and 
general manager. ‘‘Despite injuries to key men last year, we 
were able to improve over the previous year. All things 
considered, it was a step in the right direction.” 

The Broncos should keep going in that direction 
although Oakland, K. C. and San Diego will probably block 
them from going too far. 
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CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Tough opponents may yet 


year ago, when Paul Brown stepped onto Cincinnati’s 
A\Nippert Stadium field prior to the Bengals’ first 
exhibition game, he said: 

“This field looks short, but it’ll probably get longer as 
the game goes on.” 

The first three games of the regular season made that 
part of the year seem very short for Brown and the Bengals, 
but then it started getting longer and longer as the AFL’s 
newest team lost 10 of the next 11 contests. 

Still, the Bengals could extract some satisfaction from 
the season. They were more competitive throughout the 
year than most expansion teams in their initial season, and 
they saw some youngsters develop rather rapidly. 

The most rapid development belonged to Paul 
Robinson, rookie running back from Arizona who led the 
league in rushing with 1,023 yards and became the first 
AFL rookie ever to reach the 1,000 level. 

Robinson, of course, gives the Bengals a running 
attack better than many of the other teams in the league. 
Now what they need is the passing. 

Brown, who was back in pro football for the first 
time in five years, tried three quarterbacks last season, but 
all were injured at one time or another and none was 
completely satisfactory to him. 

John Stofa was the most effective passer, completing 
48 percent of his passes for 896 yards and five touchdowns. 
Dewey Warren tossed for only one score while Sam Wyche 
hit for two. 

The job is wide open this year, but there’s another 
candidate. He’s rookie Greg Cook, the team’s first draft 
choice from the University of Cincinnati. 

Although Brown undoubtedly would prefer to bring 
Cook along slowly, he calls the 6-foot-4 Ohio native “the 
best quarterback prospect in the country” and probably 
will use him if the other three fail again. 

Cook led the nation’s collegians in total offense last 
year and against Ohio University passed for 554 yards. 

Rounding out the backfield should be fullback Tom 
Smiley and flanker Rod Sherman. The split end could be 
Warren McVea or S. T. Saffold while Bob Trumpy is set at 
tight end. 

The rest of the offensive line has Howard Fest and 
Ernie Wright at the tackles, Dave Middendorf, Pat Matson 
and Pete Perreault at the guards and Bob Johnson at center, 
Brown was particularly pleased with the work last year of 
Johnson and Fest. 

He also was enthusiastic about his rookie defensive 
right tackle, Bill Staley. The youngster once again is 
expected to be the big man on the defensive line which also 
includes tackle Andy Rice and ends Harry Gunner and Jim 
Griffin. 

The linebackers should come fromm Frank Buncom, Al 
Beauchamp, Bernie Erickson, Mike Hibler and Bill Bergey, 
the latter the Bengals’ No. 2 draft choice from Arkansas 
State. 

The secondary has Bobby Hunt and Jesse Phillips at 
the safeties and Fletcher Smith and Charley King at the 
corners. 

“We think we got off to a very: pleasant and 
wholesome start last year,” Brown says. “We put down a 
solid foundation to build from.” 

Now it’s just a question of how fast can he build. 


be singing, “Hold That Tiger.” 
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Warren McVea 


Tom Smiley 


Bob Johnson 


Getting jump on Denver's Garrett, McVea snares end zone TD pass. 
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sit SHAPE-UP! MUSCLE-UP! SHOP 


BUILD MUSCLES. GAIN WEIGHT. LOSE WEIGHT. EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 


MUSCLE UP 
& MAKE OUT! 


PUT MUSCLE 
IN YOUR MUSCLES WITH ONE TWIST! 


Quickly add up to 2” on your arms, 
4” on your chest. Build rippling back 
muscles. Thick, broad shoulders. The 
power to lift girls over your head with one 
arm! One twist of the ‘‘007’"’ TWISTER 
and every muscle in your body ripples 
with new vigor and power. Builds strong 
muscles FAST!—muscles that make you 
an action-packed guy and a super- 
charged tiger with the girls! Easy-to-use. 
No adjustments. No assembly. Use it 
right out of the box for instant muscle- 
building fun! Made of chromed-steel 
tubing, the TWISTER is tough... dura- 
ble... like you'll be! Guaranteed to mus- 
cle you up or your money back. ORDER 
NOW! Only $9.98 postpaid. 


GUARANTEE: If after using the TWISTER 
3 days you're not convinced you can 
quickly twist it for cobra-like muscles in 
your arms...more muscles on your 
chest... broader shoulders . . . wider 
back...a he-man grip and dynamic 
power—then return it after 5 days for a 
full refund. Fair? So order the ‘'007” 
TWISTER Now, while the limited supply 
lasts! This unusual offer may not be 
repeated again this year. 


FREE! Complete, 
ey @ illustrated 


“007"' POWER TWISTER 


9 Manual. Also, illustrated 


conditioning course, 
dealing with the new 
aerobics training that 
muscularizes your body 
with athletic vigor, speed 
and agility. Written by 
Joe Weider, Trainer of 
3 Champions. Yours FREE 
with your TWISTER. 
ORDER NOW! 

EXTRA BONUS GIFT: 3 
copies of Muscle Builder 
magazine, worth $1.80 
++. yours FRE : 
PRICED AT ONLY 


$9.98 


WITH COURSE 


This “Killer 
Karate Krusher”’ 
gives you pulverizing 
hand power! 


Just 5 minutes a day for 30 days builds 
your hands into granite-hard battering- 
rams of power! Simply fit your fingers 
into the leather grippers, and with your 
very first squeeze, you'll instantly start 
building invincible new power into every 
tendon and ligament 
of your hands 
and fingers! 


MAYBE YOU f 
DON'T WANT TO SP 
BREAK A BRICK IN att 
TWO WITH YOUR BARE FISTS OR RIP 
A PHONE BOOK IN HALF—BUT 
WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT IF YOU COULD? 


Here's a brand new way... a fantas- 
tically successful system that turns your 
hands into fearsome, devastating arse- 
nals of power! Based on centuries-old 
secrets of Japanese Killer Cults and a 
Space Age hand-building principle, my 
KILLER KARATE KRUSHER can make 
you into a two-fisted tank of power... 
able to take care of yourself... any- 
time ...anywhere...in all situations! 
You'll never again fear any man or turn 
away from any challenge. ORDER IT 
TODAY! Only $9.95 postpaid. 


MY GUARANTEE TO YOU: You'll own 
fearsome, ferocious, crippling arsenals 
of hand power—and become a “‘Terror- 
Fighter,"’ able to take care of yourself 
in every situation — IN 30 DAYS — or 
your money back! 

GREAT FOR SPORTS. TOO! 


FEAR NO MAN! 


nd Fighting.”” Shows 
dozens of ways to dis- 
arm and counter-attack 
any man, whatever his 
size! Yours FREE if you 
order the KILLER KA- 
RATE KRUSHER Now! 

PRICED AT ONLY 


$9.98 


KARATE KRUSHER & COURSE 


ae 


My‘KillerKarate''Course 
... "The Deadly Art of 
Ha 
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THE END or rar 
SKINNY BODY 


Drink on as much as 14 pounds in the 
next 14 days this delicious FUN way! 


bf, 


aS 


BEFORE—James Parkerat AFTER 14 days on the 
a thin 158 pounds. Crash-Weight Plan, Jim 
weighed 175 pounds. 


GAINS 14 POUNDS IN 14 DAYS! 


HEY YOU SKINNY GUYS! Thousands are doing it 
every day. WHY NOT YOU? Here's a totally new 
breed of nutritional “wildcat” drink that’s guaran- 
teed to put an end to your spe lire musclé- 
poor body... through a new, scientifically-blended 
milkshake-tasting drink. Crash-Weight Formula #7 
Plan puts meat on your frame. Fleshes out yet 
narrow, shallow chest, skinny arms and spindly eas. 
Nobody likes a bag of bones! With my proven Crash- 
Weight Plan you just drink 4 milk-shake-delicious, 
glasses with your regular meals and take in an 
extra 3500 calories daily...to help you pile on 
the weight FAST! (it's the calories that count when 
you want to put on Some handsome weight!) The 
nice thing about my weight-gain plan is that it's so 
easy to take. No complicated exercises to do. No 
bloating, heavy-as-lead foods to force into your sys- 
tem. The Formula #7 Plan does all the work. .. you 
just sit around, take it anf be as lazy as you want 
—and in a few days you'll see measurable weight 
gains pile up! Check the coupon for the Plan and 
flavor you want to use to put an end to your skinny 
body. Guaranteed to put weight on you or your 
money back. 


To add up to 14 pounds in 
the next 14 days you need: 


@ 14-day supply of Crash-Weight Formula #7 
@ 14-day supply of Appetite-Stimulating tablets, and 
Weight-Gaining Course. A 
48-page illustrated guide 
. : crammed with step-by-step 
instructions in weight-gaining basics, PLUS 3 copies 
of Mr. America magazine, worth $1.80...yours FREE! 
7-day supply: $8.00 © 14-day supply: $14.98 
(Your choice of Chocolate or Vanilla flavor) 


— a 


PRICED AT ONLY 


8.0 


FOR A WEEK'S 
SUPPLY & COURSE 


HERE FOR MASCULINE VIRILITY! 


CREATE A NEW, EXCITING AND FUN-GOING YOU IS SHOWN RIGHT HERE! 


NEW B LOSES 30 POUNDS IN A FEW WEEKS! 


erals... along with controlled fats and carbohy- 
G A R D ‘ 


drates. Follow the plan, drink nutritious, milkshake- 
flavored RX7, follow the Carbo-Gram “Countdown” 
Diet and the few simple exercises that come with 


it. You are guaranteed that within 30 days you'll 


Meet my pupil, Irvin Koszewski, age 46. He has a 
48” chest, 30” waist. Weighs 190 pounds. He's 
won moré than 50 trophies for “Most Muscular 
Waist" in various “Mr. America’ contests. Says 
Irvin: “You wouldn't think that a guy like me could 
use the SLIM-GARD, but I do. Every day if possible. 
It keeps my waist and middle trim and muscular! | 
swear by it. You chubby guys will, too!” 


SLIM-GARD is the newest, space age way to 
tone up and trim down your torso. All you do is 
wear it and immediately it massages and melts 
the fat off your waist! There's no dieting. . . no 
exercise! Knock 2 to 3 inches off your waist with- 
out giving up your favorite foods. It’s fantastic 
the way it works! SLIM-GARD acts like a waist 
supporter, too. It hugs your body, keeping warm 
air in, cold air out and inducing immediate per- 
spiration. Wear it on the golf course, tennis 
court, at home, or when you jog. SLIM-GARD 
won't tear at hairs... you won't even know 
you're wearing it. Stretches to approximately 
6". Made from the finest, most resistant neo- 
prene rubber. Easy to slip on and off. Has 
heavy-duty zipper. SLIM-GARD won't tear, rip, 
or come apart. Available in Small (22-30 waist); 
Medium (30-35); Large (35-42). ORDER NOW! 
Only $9.98, 


FREE! 


NEW “AEROBICS/CIRCUIT TRAINING" 
EXERCISE ROUTINE 


Combining a slimming, muscle-strengthening 
and heart-arteries-lung improvement routine to 
help Create a more vigorous you... inside and 


Follow this enjoyable; easy plan in the privacy 
of your own room. Slims and strengthens your 
body in just 15 minutes a day. Stimulates your 
body to use and distribute your food intake more 
efficiently—to keep you from gaining weight. 
Helps you melt off fat where you want it. 
Reshapes your body to — 
youthful lines. Stimulates 
your body to use and dis- 
tribute more oxygen so 
that your heart, arteries and 
Jungs are strengthened, 

See results within 2 
weeks! Tested by thou- 
sands with outstanding re- 
sults! hg el is 
guaranteed to improve 
your well-being, fitness SLIM-GARD 
and vigor in just weeks. & COURSE ONLY 


And most important, it’s 

an easy-to-follow progam 

you can-stick-to-for-the- 
rest-of-your-life! fl 


“AEROBICS/CIRCUIT 
TRAINING” 
EXERCISE ROUTINE 


IN 14 DAYS Without Losing Strength & Vigor 


The Only ‘Weight Loss” Plan that Really Does 
Something To Shape You Up... Keep You Vigorous 
And Athletic-Looking While Losing Weight! 

Your skin won't collapse or sag or develop the 
deep and wavy lines and wrinkles that give you an 
aged appearance. This is the only plan that puts 
vigor, power, muscles and masculinity into your 
body while it slims you. You'll look and feel younger 
while losing weight safely. Weight Loss RX? S 3 
UP PLAN is a revolutionary new protein-enriched 
weight-loss plan. Unlike other reducing plans that 
make you lose vigor, health and youthfulness, this 
remarkable drink provides you with a nutritional 


Dopt..18-69P4 


531-32nd Street 
Union City, N.J. 07087 


Dear Joe: 
Thanks for letting me know about your 
“Shape-Up”...“Muscle-Up” courses and 


products. Please send me the items checked 
below, along with my FREE gifts. | under- 
stand all your products carry a full money- 
back guarantee... no “ifs”. ..ands”... or 


| enclose check or 
money order for $ 


NAME AGE 
ADDRESS 
= CITY STATE ZIP 
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look more vigorous, be more athletic-looking and 
Trims more youthful than at any other time in your life. 
Inches Off THOUSANDS ARE DOING IT DAILY...WHY NOT 
y Middl YOU... WHY NOT NOW. . .TODAY? 
our 1} . “ \s it. + ” 
Waist Hi $ BEFORE—Gerry Murray AFTER a few short weeks ew aeronece Cuca ane . 
» Hp was overweight, sick on the Welght-Loss described in the SLIM-GARD ad 
Lower Back and disgusted with life. Plan, he was 35 Ibs. i: : : 
W th tDi ti g lighter and happier! = —= i 
i} ou 6 in == with emphasi = f 
’ phasis on : fj 
Without Exercising! LOSE UP TO A-POUND-A-DAY .. . 14 POUNDS waist, hips and | 


small of the back 
reduction. PLUS 
FREE: 3 copies of 
Mr. America maga- 
zine... worth $1.80 
... yours FREE! 


12-Day Supply 


$11.98 


(Your choice of Vanilla 
or Chocolate flavor) 


© 2-weeks’ supply of “RX7” with course. 
©- Plus SLIM-GARD 
© and 3 FREE issues of Mr. America, 


$17.96 


Now only 


"007" TWISTER, Free course & 3 


KILLER KARATE KRUSHER & Free 
7] LJ “Killer Karate” course only $9.95 


CRASH-WEIGHT FORMULA #7 PLAN 
with Free course (check one): 


CJ 7-Day Supply ...... only $ 8.00 


[[] 4-Day Suppy . only $14.98 
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Check flavor désired: [ Chocolate l 
El Vanilla l 

4 SLIM-GARD & Free “Circuit Train. ! 
ing'’ course & 3 copies of Mr. | 
America .........,. .only $9.98 | 

Check waist size: 1) Small (22-30 | 
( Medium (30-35) ] 

(2 Large (35-42) | 
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WEIGHT-LOSS RX7 Plan with Free 
5 “Shape-Up" course. 2 weeks’ suupl 
only . ‘a art eee 
Check flavor desired: [1] Chocolate 
( Vanilla 


SPECIAL OFFER: 2 weeks of RX7 
6 Plan, Free “Shape-Up” course and 
Slim-Gard.$25, value only $17.96 
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(1) PRO FOOTBALL $6 
1) PRO BASKETBALL $6 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 


f) | have checked TWO 


games at 
Price of $10 


| have checked 


games at 
price of $15 


open game. . 


the 


the 


Oscar Robertson's 


PRO BASKETBALL STRATEGY 


Oscar Robertson, one of the great playmakers of all-time now brings you 
the most realistic and statistically accurate pro basketball game ever 
developed—the only game that really moves with the speed and momen- 
tum of real-life NBA basketball! 

In PRO BASKETBALL STRATEGY, you'll be able to coach all 14 teams in 
the NBA—make all the decisions as you direct the action of over 160 
individually rated players as they shoot, pass, ball handle and rebound 
just as they do on the court! 

You'll feel the tension mount as Lew Alcindor finally comes face to face 
with Chamberlain, Russell, Thurmond, Reed, Unseld and the big “EE”... 
you'll thrill as Oscar Robertson or Walt Frazier display their own brand of 
slick ball handling—feeding off and hitting the open man... will Earl 
“The Pearl” Monroe, Jerry West or John Havlicek pop from the outside or 
try to fake their man and go in for a driving lay-up?— it's up to YOU! 
In PRO BASKETBALL STRATEGY, you pick your own starting 5, select 
your own defensive match-ups, decide when to go to the fast break and 
. and when to switcn to a tough pressing defense 
Keep scoring, rebound and assist records on all your players . have 
your own All-Star Game and NBA Playoff Championships! $6. 
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[) BASEBALL $6 


special 


THREE 
special 


FRAN TARKENTON’S PRO FOOTBALL 


Here's the exciting football game that makes YOU a pro quarterback! This amazingly 
realistic game was created by famed quarterback Fran Tarkenton... “to bring to other 
sports game enthusiasts like myself, the kind of realism | know they've been missing, 
LOD We vabete 


EXTRA!! The all-new 1969 edition includes individual ratings for every player in both the 
NFL and AFL! 
In FRAN TARKENTON’S PRO FOOTBALL, you call the offensive and defensive signals for 


all 26 teams in both pro leagues... yes, you make the decisions as every player performs 
for you just as he does in real life! Leroy Kelly's a threat to go all the Way every time 
YOU call his number... you'll see how tough it is to defend against smart quarterbacks 
like the Jets’ Joe Namath or Sonny Jurgensen of the Lombardi-led Redskins .. . you'll 
face the challenge of penetrating the solid defense of the L.A. Rams' ‘Fearsome Four- 
some” or Baltimore's big front four... the “bomb” is a Powerful weapon with Bob 
Hayes, Lance Alworth or Homer Jones in your lineup . . . will Mike Curtis or Tommy 
Nobis “blitz” on the next play?—it’s up to YOU! 

N.Y. Post sports columnist Larry Merchant writes: “FRAN TARKENTON'S PRO FOOTBALL 
is the best parlor football game... it assigns realistic values to every player and team 
in both leagues . . . Fran's game makes-more expensive games seem third grade by 
comparison...” 


No detail has been overlooked in making FRAN TARKENTON’S PRO FOOTBALL the most 
realistic football game on the market! It includes over 30 offensive and defensive plays 
and offers such realistic features as a timing system that uses less time on incomple- 
tions, out-of-bounds plays and time-outs .. . Possibility of injuries to players... play 
and penalty options and much, much more! 
From this season's rosters (see FREE EXCLUSIVE FEATURE), you write your own line-ups, 
make your own substitutions, make player trades between teams—even have your own 
league keeping realistic, up-to-the-minute statistics in every offensive and defensive de- 
partment .. . you'll hold your own divisional playoffs and conference championships . . . 
yes, you'll even play your own Super Bowl! $6 


Rocky Graziano presents... 


A CENTURY OF GREAT FIGHTS 


Joe Louis VS. Jack Dempsey? ... Rocky Marciano VS. Joe Frazier? 
What sports fan hasn’t wondered how these “DREAM FIGHTS” would 
have turned out? Now, the most exciting sports game idea in years, 
A CENTURY OF GREAT FIGHTS, lets you match up the greatest ring 
champions since the immortal John L. Sullivan—Gene Tunney, Jack 
Johnson, Sugar Ray Robinson.... 50 in all! 

Created by ex-middleweight champ Rocky Graziano, here’s a game 
of skill and real boxing strategy—for once your fighter's in the ring, 
you make the decisions, you call the punches! You can go right for 
your opponent and gamble on a quick knockout . . . stand toe-to-toe till 
someone hits the canvas... or, if your fighter is a good boxer, you 
might try to roll-up points by outboxing (and outsmarting) a stronger 
but slower opponent. 

Match any 2 fighters you choose..,or call for a re-match of some 
of history’s greatest bouts like Dempsey VS. Tunney...Louis VS. 
Schmeling... Sullivan VS. Corbett...Graziano VS. Zale, etc. $6. 
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